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December 2021 

Important Dates: 

December 7: Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

December 12: Voters’ Assembly 

December 13: LWML Bible study 

December 19: Bake sale to raise funds for our seminarian 

December 24: Christmas Eve 

December 25: Christmas Day 

MISSION FRONTIERS 
Mission Lutheran Church, Las Cruces, NM 

Pastor’s Pen 
 
“Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of 
their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever. Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be 
strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited those devoted to 
them.”  (Hebrews 13:7-9) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Once again, we start another Church Year. We just this past week celebrated the First Sunday 
in Advent, which marks the beginning of the Church Year as we prepare to celebrate the first 
Advent of Jesus Christ in His birth, even as we look forward with eager anticipation toward His 
second Advent on the Last Day. This truly is a wonderful time of year! 
 
The beginning of the Church Year does not coincide with the beginning of the calendar year, 
but that will also soon be upon us. Very soon the “holiday season” will end, we will ring in a 
New Year, and many of us will look back on this past year and contemplate and reminisce on 
all the changes that we have experienced. 
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Certainly we have experienced many changes! There are many ongoing challenges in our 
nation and in our world, and we don’t know when or if we will get back to what we once 
considered “normal.” On a more personal level, it goes without saying that my family and I 
have experienced some very significant changes in our lives this past year! 
 
Moving to Las Cruces, New Mexico was not something that I would have anticipated 
happening when 2021 started! And yet you all, the people of Mission Lutheran Church and 
School, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, extended a Divine Call to me to serve you as 
your pastor. And a lot has changed! 
 
The author of the letter to the Hebrews (we don’t know for sure who wrote this letter) 
admonishes the church to remember their leaders who spoke the Word of God to them and to 
imitate their faith. The Apostle Paul wrote elsewhere, “Be imitators of me, as I am of 
Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1). It is incumbent upon pastors in the church to live a life of faith 
that serves as an example to the flock, to be one who reflects Christ in their daily lives, to be 
one who people can look at and say, “That’s what it means to live as a Christian.” 
 
That is a high calling, one that I must confess that I am thoroughly unable to do by my own 
strength. And yet, there is a promise. The Apostle Paul didn’t simply say, “Imitate me.” He 
said, “Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” And the author of Hebrews says, “Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday and today and forever.” 
 
In the midst of all the changes that we have experienced, are experiencing, and will 
experience, in the midst of all that challenges that these changes will bring, we know that 
Jesus Christ does not change. He is always there to strengthen our hearts with His grace. And 
that will not change. 
 
And so, as we begin what I hope and pray will be many blessed years together, I will be bold 
enough to say, “Imitate me. Follow my example.” But not as one who has learned any secret 
of living a “victorious life” or one who is super disciplined in personal piety. Rather, by God’s 
grace I will live as one who is forgiven. I will live as one who, though completely undeserving, 
has received grace and mercy from Jesus Christ. And this grace grants me the freedom to live 
as one who gives forgiveness and grace to others. And this is how I pray we will live together, 
as forgiven sinners who forgive other sinners! And we can do this because we know that Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. His grace and forgiveness do not change! 
 
And so, as we begin a new Church Year, soon to begin a new calendar year, and as we begin 
our new life together, let us live in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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           As we have been considering this past month,  the many blessings our Lord has showered upon us 

from the unmatched gift of our salvation to the gift of our families—both our biological families and our 

church family—we are about to step into one of the busiest times of the year.  It’s the time we anticipate our 

Savior’s coming.  We take time in this season to share gifts, as we remember our own greatest gift.  We 

share the gift of food and other necessities with those who are “less fortunate.”  But what about those who 

are not fortunate enough to have what we have—the gift of salvation?  That gift is wrapped in a package of 

eternity with Him, His love and peace that passes all human understanding and a whole myriad of spiritual 

gifts to help us though this life in the meantime? 

Yes, what about those who don’t have what we have?  Timothy 2:4 tells us our Savior desires all 

people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.   Sometimes our eyes glaze over as we pray 

for “the lost”—those unnamed people out there who don’t know Jesus.  But guess what?  Those people do 

have names!  Some of them are my cousins, my nieces and nephews, my siblings and neighbors and friends.  

I know and love them.  I want them to have what I have.  Perhaps almost two years of a pandemic have 

made it more real and more urgent to want them to be ready when Jesus comes again or when their earthly 

lives end.  I’ve prayed for them, but this season, I’ve decided to pray for them more urgently and more in-

tentionally.   

Do you have people like that in your life, as well?  Will you pray this season?  I have written a list of 

the names of all for whom I’m concerned.  You may want to do the same.  I was surprised that there were 

many more people on this list than I expected! (And I suspect others will still come to my mind.) I’ve come 

up with a few prayer targets to get us started. 

“Lord, please be at work in the lives of ____________________________________________: 

• Will You open their hearts to believe the Gospel as You opened Lydia’s heart to pay attention to 

Paul’s words? (Acts 16:14) 

• Will You provide “Divine appointments” with myself or others who can share the truth of Your 

Word, whether that be by words provided by You or our actions? (As in 1 Corinthians 3:6, 

where Paul planted, Apollos watered, but You made faith grow.) 

• Will You gift them with faith in them by your grace?  We know, it is by grace we have been 

saved through faith, not of our own doing, but Your gift? (Ephesians 2:8) 

• Will You help them come to understand the depths and height and breadth of Your love for 

them; that it is a love they can depend on?  How priceless is Your unfailing love? (Psalm 36) 

• May they know, as we do, from John 14:6, that You, Jesus are the Way, the truth and the life—

the only way to the Father. 

• Will you show them the error of the ways in any deceptive beliefs and “lofty opinions” they may 

have? (Ephesians 10:4-5) 
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  “Rejoice always; 

 pray without ceasing; 

 in everything give thanks;   

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  

  

—1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

  

 

 
 

The church body is much like a jigsaw puzzle designed by God. The Church is 
made up of many unique members. Each has at least one spiritual gift. Members 
are intended to bond together as these gifts are exercised. When everyone 
participates and the pieces come together, a picture of Jesus emerges. The Church 
can then reflect Christ to a lost world. 

 
However, unlike puzzle pieces, we have free will. Although God shaped us to 

fit perfectly into the Church body, we must respond. We may be content to stay in 
our comfort zone or remain uninvolved because we fear getting close to others. 
Perhaps we erroneously believe we have not been given a spiritual gift. Do not 
allow your puzzle piece to remain in the box. Allow God to place you where He 
has designed to fit. Then the picture will be perfect and reflect Christ's image. 
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Stewardship 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the great physician of both body and soul, healed a man with dropsy by His 
Word on the Sabbath (Luke 14:1–6). Dropsy is a paradoxical ailment, with an unquenchable craving for 
drink even though the body is over inflated with fluid, a craving that, when indulged, served not to ease 
but to feed the disease.  
 
And so, if a man drinks a great deal but is never filled, he sees a doctor to inquire about what ails him, 
what is wrong with his body, and how to remedy it. For that is not thirst but a disease (Seneca, 
Consolation to His Mother Helvia, 11.3).  
 
But if the owner of five couches goes looking for 10, or the owner of 10 tables buys up as many again, 
and even though he has plenty of land and money, he remains unsatisfied and desires yet more, losing 
sleep and always in discontent, does he not also require a physician to diagnose the cause of this 
distress?  
 
For this is not want or lack, it’s a disease (Aristippus, quoted in Plutarch, Love of Wealth, 524b). As St. 
Augustine of Hippo wrote, “we may rightly compare the dropsical man to a covetous rich man: For the 
more the one is swollen with excess of water, the more he thirsts; so also the other: The more he 
abounds in riches … the more eagerly he desires them” (The Sunday Sermons of the Great Fathers, 
4:135). Both require physicians. Both require diagnosis and medicine applied from the outside to the 
inward being. For these are not desires to be fulfilled but diseases to be cured.  
 
This is why our Lord instructs us to not to be consumed by money. “No one can serve two masters … 
You cannot serve God and money” (Matt. 6:24; Luke 16:13). Our desire for money, like the disease 
dropsy, is never satisfied. We always desire more. We think, “If I just had this much then I would be 
happy.”  
 
But even when that much comes, which God gladly gives, happiness evades us. The desire for more is 
never satisfied. It demands our constant energy, either in procuring more or protecting what we already 
have. When this happens, God, in His mercy, shows us that the money that He has given is no longer 
serving us, but we it. We have another master.  
 
To overcome this, we need a physician’s diagnosis and a physician’s remedy. And our Lord  Jesus 
Christ, our great physician of both body and soul, applies His Word to us as He did to the man healed of 
dropsy. He shows us how we have put our fear, love, and trust in our money and not feared, loved, and 
trusted in Him above all things.  
 
In essence, He says, “Stop chasing after these fleeting things. They are vanity. They are the things that 
moth and rust destroy. You cannot have two masters. Repent!” And in seeing our great error, we are 
sorry that we have not fully feared, loved, and trusted in God above all things. And, in the mercy and 
grace that He earned for us on the cross, He takes away this sin, restores us to health, and bids us to live. 
 
But then what? What do we do with this healing balm and care that our great physician has given? Do 
we simply go back to our old ways? “By no means!” St. Paul says (Rom. 3:31; 6:2). We do not just go 
back to the old ways, the ways that lead us to death. No, we live a new life, a life filled with the grace, 
mercy and love of God toward us. And God’s great mercy, grace, and love toward is so abundant that it 
overflows and pours out onto those around us.  

Continued on next page  
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So we no longer hoard money and possessions. We no longer scrape and crawl our way to amass more. 
We give to those around us, as God in Christ has given to us. We press our money and possessions into 
service for those who need it: our family, our society and our church. For money is God’s gift to us to 
serve us and others. Not the other way around. It serves us because it is a gift from our Father in heaven. 
 

LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
 

 

 

LWML - WINGS 
                               December Happenings: 

 

 
Join us on December 13th at 1:00 pm in the church nursery for Bible study 

and fellowship.  The Bible study is entitled “Do, Love, Walk.”  
 
December 19th we are having a bake sale.  Bring in baked items (priced 

ready to sell) or bring in your money to buy baked goods.  The sale will 
be in Luther Hall after the church service.  All proceeds go to support 
our Seminary student, Mr. Noah Burger. 
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Need Gift Cards for  
Christmas? 

 

Buy them through SCRIP and earn money for the 
school! 

 

 

The last orders before Christmas are  
Sunday, December 5th & 17th 

 
 

Turn in completed orders with checks or cash Sunday morning to Shilo 
Smith or place orders online (shopwithscrip.com, enrollment code 
LFB672A617797).  
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.shopwithscrip.com
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

December.  

May God continue to bless you.  

December Birthdays 

December Anniversaries 

  Date 

Hallem Don 1 

Turk Olga 1 

Stickles Jerry 3 

Vandiver Donald 3 

Lorenz Doug 8 

Eggebraaten Wendy 9 

Spicka Jeri 14 

Turquette Phyllis 26 

Scaling Robert 28 

Vakselis Paul 29 

Lee Johnny 30 

Grothman Sam 31 

  Date # of years 

Spicka Chuck & Jeri 10 45 

Vakselis Paul & Sheila 20 36 

Eisenbraun John & Joanie 31 61 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Voters’ Assembly 

May 23, 2021 

 

President Springer called the meeting to order at 1:37 p.m.  There were 27 of 44 members in 
attendance. 

Pastor Cramm led us in opening prayer. 

Brad Springer moved, and Carol Moore seconded, that minutes of the December 6 and February 
7 Voters’ Assemblies be approved.  The motion passed. 

Call Committee Update:  Brad Springer reported that Andy Perry is in good standing now and 
the call can be made again.  He is sending in new paperwork tomorrow.  The District will 
extend the call to Andy, he signs the papers and then an ordination date can be set. 

The committee received fourteen candidates to review for Senior Pastor.  They are narrowing 
it down to four candidates to interview.  After the interviews, the committee will put together 
a summation of the four candidates to present to the congregation.  The District assigned 
Reverend Gary Piepkorn as our Circuit Visitor for the call process. 

Treasurer’s Report:  John Guenther’s report is attached along with the proposed budget.  The 
budget was prepared on the idea of being most conservative:  we would have a called Pastor by 
July 1, a school administrator by July 1 and having extensive custodial services.  The budget 
does show a deficit and we shouldn’t see that unless something drastic happens.  He is hoping 
that the extensive cleaning in Luther Hall can go back to about $12000 in June/July.  We may 
have someone new on the Administration roster.  This person will not be called but on contract 
for a year basis.  The cost of health care may be reduced to self not family for the 
administrator. 

The economy and inflation could affect the budget in the future.  Another major pressure is 
how quickly the school will recover from losses during the pandemic.  The budget is based on 
33 students and we currently have 21 enrolled. 

Jerry Stickles moved to accept the budget as presented.  Carol Cooper seconded.  The motion 
passed. 

John will not be running for Treasurer or School board next year.  It is imperative that we find 
someone willing to take this sooner than later as there are many things that must be done for 
them to take office in January next year.  Please pray for someone to fill this position. 

School Board:  Megan Wood is the point person in the administrative search.  There may be a 
parent of one student who just finished their Masters in Early Childhood.  She is a Christian but 
not Lutheran.  This is why she is not eligible to be a called administrator.  Pastor has spoken to 
this person about becoming a member of the church.  Part of the job is to be a liason between 
the church and the school.  School ends on Thursday, May 27th.  Luther Hall will be back open in 
the summer for church activities.   

Pastor and the elders will be meeting to discuss the opening up of the church and perhaps 
Sunday school beginning again. 

A discussion will take place at the next council meeting on continuing with two services or 
going back to one. 

Pastor Cramm led us in closing prayer. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:24 p.m. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Jacki McCurley, Secretary 
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Continued on next page  

MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Meeting 

October 19, 2021 

 

President Brad Springer called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.  Attending were Brad 
Springer, John Guenther, Carol Moore, Jerry Stickles, Shirley Miller, Doug Lorenz, Alma Lo-
renz, Roberta Willett, Pastor Perry, Sonya Perry, Jacki McCurley. 

Jerry Stickles led us in opening prayer. 

The minutes of the September 21st Council meeting were approved. 

President:   

Brad and Carol Moore presented the changes to the constitution and by-laws.  It was moved 
by Alma and seconded by Shirley to accept the changes made.  Brad amended the motion 
that the changes are pending approval of the Voter’s Assembly.  Jacki seconded the motion.  
Motion passed.  The proposals will be on the agenda at the next voters meeting.   

Pastor Cave will be moving here on October 28th.  Doug has arranged for members to help 
move the Pastor’s items into his rental and church.  Jacki has arranged for dinners for the 
family from October 29th to November 5th.  A celebration will be planned after the installa-
tion.  Jacki will coordinate with Pastor Cave on this issue.   

Brad said we need to schedule the next Voter’s Meeting.  It will take place on November 14th 
at 2 pm with another one scheduled for December 12th, if needed.  It was moved by Carol 
and seconded by Alma to accept these dates.  It was approved by council. 

The council slate of officers needs to be put together.  Since we currently don’t have a Vice-
President we needed to come up with some ideas. Alma mentioned that we have a bulletin 
insert which shows what offices need to be filled.  Brad, Jacki and Carol said they would 
continue their office for another year.  Brad Mueller has offered to take over as Treasurer 
next year. We will have officers introduce themselves on Sunday October 31st and have the 
bulletin insert ready with openings needing to be filled. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Perry made it in time to give a report.  Pastor Cave will be preach-
ing on the 1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays and Pastor Perry will be preaching on the 3rd and 5th Sun-
days.  There will be a memorial for LaDonna Lessman at the funeral home on Friday.  Junior 
confirmation classes will start meeting on Sundays at 10:30 am. 

Elder’s Report:  Report is attached.  There was a concern in paragraph two about the elders 
making a decision to support in the future Pastor Cramm’s African ministries. 

Treasurer’s Report:  The report is attached.  The church is going to have to decide who to 
give money to as the expenses keep going up on a continuing basis. 

School Board:  Report is attached.  They would like to extend a call to Darci Grothman as 
administrator.  She is currently on contract.  This will be brought to the voter’s assembly in 
November.  There was an incident with Charles at the school.  A letter has been written tell-
ing him that he is not to be on the property during school hours.  The council agreed that if 
he is on the grounds, the police would be the next step for Charles. 

Financial Secretary:  Carol has enough counters that each person would have to count once a 
month.  

Trustees:  They will be changing Mary’s lock so that they are all functional with 1 key.  It 
will be done this week.  The stucco repair is sticking to their bid and doing an outstanding 
job.  There is a work day this Saturday from 9-12.   
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Evangelism:  The anonymous sand scratcher is still leaving messages.  The Lord has blessed our 
Bible box.  

Prayer Ministry:  Continuing as usual. 

Christian Education:  Nothing new to report. 

Stewardship:  The report is attached and items were covered under the President’s report.   

Our next council meeting is scheduled for November 16th at 6 pm. 

Pastor Perry led us in closing prayer. 

It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  The meeting was adjourned at 
7:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jacki McCurley, Secretary 

 

 

 

  

Note: Board Reports that are indicated as being attached are available from the 
church secretary upon request. They are not included in the newsletter in order to 
save space. 
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Report Preparation Date:  November 12, 2021

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $24,500.00 $18,271.00 $88,200.00 $71,222.84

MLS Total $17,975.00 $9,272.71 $84,165.00 $63,090.90

Designated / Other $196.66 $15.07 $786.66 $5,092.99

$42,671.66 $27,558.78 $173,151.66 $139,406.73

    Expenses:

MLC Total $19,334.13 $13,541.51 $65,915.12 $44,354.89

MLS Total $34,418.46 $28,656.01 $113,917.98 $90,324.07

$53,752.59 $42,197.52 $179,833.10 $134,678.96$42,341.26

Net Difference -$11,080.93 -$14,638.74 -$6,681.44 $4,727.77

       *Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2021 (Thru November 7, 2021)

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,900.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,245.25$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $80,659.84

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $93,100.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: -$12,440.16

Assets / Liabilities

Fund Assets: Endowment (as of Sep 30, 2021)

Strasser (as of Sep 30, 2021)

Thrivent (as of Sep 30, 2021)

TOTAL

Current Assets: Checking (as of Oct 18, 2021)

LCEF Savings (as of Oct 18, 2021)
School Funds 7731.2
Youth Activity Funds $3,765.57

Staffeldt Scholarship $8,000.00

Other

           Total LCEF Savings Available

Liabilities: None

Comments:

$127,185.78

$0.00

1.  Revenues lower due to MLC very low general contributions and MLS’ enrollment being 

about 75% of that needed to meet budgeted revenues.

2.  With the callings of Pastor Cave and part-time administrator Darci Grothman, expenses 

are now going to increase more in line with the original budget.  Combined with the low 

revenue stated above, this will result in a significant cash flow deficit sta

$405,478.00

$597,360.51

$21,222.87

$146,682.55

(minus 

designated 

funds) {

TREASURER REPORT – NOVEMBER VOTERS MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of October 2021 FY Thru Oct 31, 2021

$115,418.03

$76,464.48
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2021 

President Brad Springer Trustees Don Hallem 

Vice President TBD Christian Education Roberta Willett 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Sonya Perry 

Secretary Jacki McCurley Christian Service & Missions TBD 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Stewardship Alma Lorenz 

Elders, Chairman Jerry Stickles Day School Education Shirley Miller 

Elders, Vice-chairman TBD Fellowship Amie Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call: Ken Martin (575) 650-3304 We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

Join us for mid-week Advent 
services in December. Services 
are on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM 

beginning December 1st. 


