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 The pandemic continues—in fact, numbers of cases multiply in our community and beyond at 
alarming rates.  Craziness and violence in the world abounds.  Fires and storms and illness are 
changing lives.  We can’t wait for the viciousness of election ads to end. 
 
  But we, as God’s House of Prayer at Mission, stand in the radiance of forgiveness and 
salvation, privileged to be sons and daughters of the Living God and we intercede.  Sometimes it’s 
hard to know just how to intercede, though, isn’t it?  Last month, we looked for ways our Lord is 
working in these times and prayed we would not miss seeing His hand at work, His answers to our 
prayers.  This month, let’s together take our prayers beyond our church walls to those who need to 
know the joy of salvation in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 Remember those little prayer cards we were all carrying around this time last year?  We prayed 
for others in advance and that we would be aware of opportunities God puts before us.  We prayed that 
the Holy Spirit would give us words to reach out to others.  I recall handing cards to people I struck a 
conversation with in doctor’s offices, at Hobby Lobby, in the grocery store, at physical therapy and 
more.  The cards told the recipient we have been praying for them and the card contained all the 
information for them to come and worship with us or to give us a call and it had this prayer that they 
could pray on their own:  

Lord God, Whether I’m full of joy or the burdens of this world are wearing me down, You know 

my every need.  Thank you for loving me through Your grace in every situation.  Reassure me 

that You are always with me and help me to live in your peace today.  In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

  Well, a pandemic isn’t the right time to be handing out prayer cards, is it?  Many of us are 

rarely even in a place where we would encounter others.  And if we do, it’s less appropriate to start 

conversations with others than ever!  And yet the assurance of the above prayer is needed now more 

than ever by many more than ever!  And our Lord wants us to reach out to others for him, as he says in 

Mark 6:15:  “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.” 

 Our grandson is with a university team reaching out with the Gospel in another country to a 

variety of unbelievers, primarily Muslims.  The team has been seemingly stopped by the contraction of 

Covid-19 by several on the team.  I was humbled, touched and inspired that even during illness and 

quarantine, the team still managed to use technology to follow up with others they had spoken with 

about the Lord.  I began to think and pray about this and wondered how we at Mission could be 

reaching out.  Here are a few thoughts on how we can keep reaching out during the pandemic: 

 Pray for help:  We need help even in knowing how to pray!  Romans 8:26 promises just that help, 

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we 

ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.” 

 

Pray for the help of others:  Matthew 9:37-38:  “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 

therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest."    
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Pray for boldness:  We are challenged as we consider that the message we share is not always an 

easily accepted message by the very people it benefits.  Early believers knew they needed to 

ask for boldness as evidenced in Acts.  Let’s pray that we are able to speak (whether in 

person, by telephone, technology or a good old fashioned greeting card) with the boldness of 

the believers in Acts.  “And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered 

together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the 

word of God with boldness.” (Acts 4:31)   

 

Pray for opportunity:  Let’s pray for ourselves and for one another for “divine appointments,” 

those little opportunities to share the hope we have, the love we have, the salvation we have.  

Paul always asked others to pray for him as he reached out to others with the Gospel.  

"Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. At the same time, pray 

also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on 

account of which I am in prison—that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to 

speak." (Colossians 4:2-4). 

 

Pray for results:  Let’s pray that we at Mission see the Gospel spread!* “Finally, brothers, pray 

for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as happened among 

you" (2 Thessalonians 3:1). 

I think it’s important to realize that we may not see results immediately or at all, but that 
doesn’t mean God isn’t at work on the individuals with whom we share.  (I have a very dear 
friend who was super resistant to believing and trusting.  Over 30+ years, I shared little 
differences my faith made, but it seemingly always fell on deaf ears until one day she told me 
what a difference things I had shared had made in her life.)   

 
Indeed, it is more difficult to know how to pray for and reach out to others outside our church 

walls right now.  But with God’s help, we, as God’s House of Prayer at Mission stand in the radiance 

of forgiveness and salvation, privileged to be sons and daughters of the Living God! And we 

intercede.   

“Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you.”1 Thessalonians: 16-18 

    
 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Col%204.2-4
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/2%20Thess%203.1
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Some thoughts on Stewardship 

 

Too often stewardship is thought of as our monetary gifts to our Lord and church. But stew-
ardship is so much more than that. What about our time and talents? It has long been true 
that much of the work of the church is being done by a handful of people, many of whom 
serve dual roles even though they might also be holding down full-time jobs and raising chil-
dren. There are many ways each of us can help keep our church running smoothly and 
even growing. Even the simplest of acts such as praying for others can contribute to our 
church family. You may not think of yourself as having any particular skills, gifts or talents, 
but each of us has some God-given abilities, whether it’s taking care of the household fi-
nances, cooking, gardening, helping our grandkids with their remote learning, etc. 

 

An invitation … 

to become an officer of the church council and/or to join one of our Boards to further the 
ministry of Christ’s church here at Mission. Though we all have busy schedules, the time to 
do this can fit the time you have available. Your God-given talents are welcomed.  

Time spent can be as simple as a meeting or two each month, currently done remotely on 
Zoom or via telephone, with additional time spent if you are so inclined.  

Our Boards involve furthering the worship services, prayer ministry and education in our 
congregation; some involve the management of the church, aiding folks in need, the upkeep 
of our property, etc. 

We would love to have you involved for as little or as much time, as you are able! This is the 
time we are filling slots for our officers and our committees for the next year. Don’t wait to 
be asked, but if you are asked, please prayerfully consider whether you can make time to 
contribute. Most of the positions don’t require a huge time commitment, and the rewards are 
great. 

More information about the officer positions as well as the board/committee opportunities is 
being provided in an email from Carol Moore (paper copies will be provided for those who 
don’t use email). 

Following is a list of our members who are currently involved on the different Boards 
(officers are always listed on the last page of the newsletter). Feel free to contact them if 
interested in helping in a specific area. Or call, email or text me and I’ll be happy to let you 
know in what areas you are needed. 

In Christ, 

Mark Krohn 
Board of Stewardship 
makrohn4@gmail.com 
call / text 575-993-8858 

 

See the next page ... 

mailto:makrohn4@gmail.com


 5 

Board Members – note that all terms for board positions are 2-year terms, whereas 
officers serve for only 1 year. 

• Board of Elders: Current elders are Jim Bonse, Ken Martin, Robert Smits, Jerry 
Stickles, Harvey White, and Tom Willett. There are 2 openings to be filled for 
the next term. 

• Board of Christian Education: Roberta Willett and Dianne Wensel. There is 1 
opening to fill for the next term. 

• Board of Evangelism: Holly Poppy and Alma Lorenz. There is 1 opening for next 
term. 

• Board of Christian Service & Missions: Amie Springer and Fran Gunderson. 
One opening. 

• Board of Stewardship: Mark Krohn and Greg Fant. Two openings (one will be a 
1-year term in order to re-establish alternating terms). 

• Board of Fellowship: Amie Springer and Ruth Jakcsy. One opening. 

• Board of Trustees: Don Hallem and Doug Lorenz. One opening. 

• Board of Day School Education (aka School Board): Shirley Miller, John Guen-
ther, Megan Wood, Carol Moore, and Mark Poppy. Three openings. 

In some cases, members whose term is ending will run for a second term. However, that 
isn’t always the case, so you can see that everyone’s help is greatly needed. 

 

Let none hear you idly saying, “There is nothing I can do,” 

While the multitudes are dying And the Master calls for you. 

Take the task He gives you gladly, Let His work your pleasure be; 

Answer quickly when He calleth, “Here am I, send me, send me!” 
 

From Hymn 826 in the Lutheran Service Book 
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Stewardship 
 
Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding of His Son’s blood, His death for 
our sins, and His resurrection for our justification, God the Father has received us back into His 
family. By water – combined with His Word, promise, and Name – the Holy Spirit has taken up 
residence in us. We belong to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in Him. And, 
being in Him, all things are ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly blessed. 

Our true treasure is that we belong to the most Holy Trinity, and everything that is His – 
righteousness, peace, eternal life – also belongs also to us. Even our temporal treasures are gifts 
from His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. 

We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as good stewards of His varied grace, we manage 
them in such a way that they may be returned to Him. We bring them to Him, hallowed through 
prayers of thanksgiving and God’s holy Word, as a sacrifice. 

Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God, are also sacrifices to Him. We eat to nourish our 
bodies. We share with our family, neighbors, fellow Christians, the poor, and even our enemies as 
holy things given by the holy God. His temporal gifts are blessings to and for us, and they bring 
blessings upon us even as they are pressed into His service for His kingdom. 

Thus, we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to remember us. He pours 
out the fullness of His promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and 
will continue to do. We give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but, giving to all even as our 
heavenly Father has given to us. 

As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all that 
we are and all that we have because of God’s providential care. And may we be all the more 
diligent in bringing everything that we have received from God to Him, so that He may bless it 
and employ it for the good of all – even for us. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he 
will have an abundance. 

LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
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Christmas Angel Tree 
 
Due to COVID restrictions, we will not be putting up our Christmas Angel Tree in the narthex 
this year. In order to help a needy child have a Merry Christmas, we encourage members of 
the congregation to participate in other organizations that provide gifts for children. 
 
• Locally the Salvation Army will be placing their Angel trees in the mall; 
• Jardin de los Ninos accepts gifts (unwrapped) and cash donations;  
• Toys for Tots has collection barrels for unwrapped gifts placed around town.  
 
In addition, Operation Christmas Child is an international outreach sponsored by Samaritans 
Purse, an organization led by Franklin Graham. In addition to a shoebox full of gifts, children 
are given Gospel booklets in their language and invited to attend classes to hear about the 
Gospel. Monetary gifts can be sent to Samaritan's Purse International Relief, PO Box 3000, 
Boone NC 28607-3000. You can find out more information about them 
at samaritanspurse.org/occ. 
 
This is not a complete list. You may know of other organizations that provide gifts for 
children during the holidays, and we encourage you to provide support wherever you can. 
This will be a challenging time for many families who have lost their jobs due to the 
pandemic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coats for Kids  

There won’t be a spaghetti dinner this year (no “Pasta for Parkas”), but we still want to 
support this worthwhile organization which provides warm coats for kids in our community 
who otherwise would go without. We will take up a collection on November 8

th
, 15

th
, and 

22
nd

. Please be as generous as you are able. 

 

 

http://samaritanspurse.org/occ
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

November.  

May God continue to bless you.  

November Birthdays 

November Anniversaries 

  Date 

Pathy Patricia 2 

Franz Janet 4 

Reyes Karen 12 

Stegemann Cathy 12 

Burns  Rosalie 13 

Del Bozque Jerry 15 

Monica Sawyer 15 

Siffring Alvin 17 

Duever Pat 21 

Gunderson Fran 21 

Aguilera Ciara 22 

Perry Sonya 23 

Shaw Kerri 29 
  Date # of years 

Lujan Al & Becky 8 34 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Council Meeting 

September 15, 2020 

 

President Brad Springer called the meeting to order at 6:07 p.m.  Attending were Brad 
Springer, John Guenther, Carol Moore, Pastor Cramm, Robert Smits, Megan Wood, Fran 
Gunderson, Doug Lorenz, Amie Springer, Alma Lorenz, Roberta Willett, Mark Krohn, Jan 
Peyton, and guest Mary Martin. 

Pastor Cramm led us in prayer. 

Robert Smits moved, and John Guenther seconded, that the minutes of the August 18 
Council meeting be approved as emailed.  The motion passed. 

President’s Report:  President Springer announced that no one has come forward to serve as 
Vice President for the remainder of 2020.  Mark Krohn confirmed that he is willing to chair 
the Nominating Committee.  Carol Moore moved, and Jan Peyton seconded, that Mark Krohn 
chair the Nominating Committee.  The motion passed unanimously.  Brad asked that those 
Council members leaving at the end of their term try to find a volunteer to fill the position. 

School Board Report:  Megan Wood reported that off-site teaching is going well.  The Board 
has received positive comments from some parents.  It appears that public schools will 
continue off-site for the entire semester.  The Board will discuss going back to on-site 
teaching in October.  There is a lot of work to develop procedures before that can be done. 
   The call for a new administrator is moving forward.  The Board will call candidates, then 
discuss what has been learned, and develop a recommendation to bring to Council. 
   President Springer thanked the Board and the MLS staff for their dedication and good work 
during this pandemic period.  

Elders’ Report:  Robert Smits announced that the ordination of Andy Perry is scheduled for 
Sunday, September 20.  The attendance allowed is now 40% of capacity, which means that 
all members who have been attending Sunday services could attend the ordination service 
at 10:30 a.m. 
   There is another Matins service in November.  Andy Perry will be teaching the young adult 
confirmation class.  We know of two students and may have as many as four. 
   If you are interested in having a Thanksgiving eve service, please contact your Elder. 
   Currently, the state of New Mexico does not allow singing at church services.  Therefore, 
singing hymns will be restored as soon as that restriction is lifted.  

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Cramm has asked for discussion and clarification of Reverend 
Perry’s pay.  This is a contractual obligation and everyone should have the same 
understanding. 
   LWML Sunday is October 4. 
   Three pastors will be at the ordination service on September 20, Pastors Schlak, Cramm 
and Perry.  Once ordained, Andy will finish the service.  Carol Moore will send a Zoom link 
to the entire congregation for this service. 

Treasurer’s Report:  John Guenther’s report is attached.  John noted that the major issue 
this year is MLS revenues.  If preschool can resume, this would help. 
   John noted that with Greg Fant’s moving away, the Endowment Committee has no 
members.  John moved, and Jan Peyton seconded, that Ken Martin, John Guenther, and 
Carol Moore serve as the Endowment Committee.  The motion passed unanimously.  This 
Committee manages all fund assets, currently the Endowment, Strasser, and Thrivent funds. 

Continued on next page  
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   John said that MLC needs to re-register the Endowment Fund to document who can manage 
the fund, including payments from the fund.  The Corporate Resolution for MLC Endowment 
Fund, and Policy Statement Governing the MLC Endowment Fund is attached.  John said that 
the language has been modified from the previous resolution to clarify the withdrawal 
payment process while maintaining a minimum balance of $90,000.  The application requires 
the signature of Council members and John will have those by end of day, Sunday, September 
20.  John moved, and Brad Springer seconded, that the resolution be approved.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 

Fellowship Board Report:  Amie Springer said the Board will hold an after-ordination event in 
the parking lot on September 20 to celebrate Andy’s ordination.  Pastor Cramm will make an 
announcement at the end of the service inviting all attendees to participate. 

Financial Secretary Report:  Nothing new to report. 

Trustees Report:  Doug Lorenz thanked all who have worked diligently to maintain our campus.  
There will be some expense involved to restore the deteriorating stucco on Luther Hall.  There 
is an issue on the eastside of the shed.  Water drainage is going toward the shed instead of 
away from the shed.  This will be a more difficult task because there is no way to get a Bobcat 
into that area.  

Board of Evangelism and Prayer Ministry Report:  Alma Lorenz said that the Thursday Prayer 
and Praise Hour continues via Zoom conferencing.  All is going well as we now have three 
leaders who rotate.  Harvey White has joined the rotation, Greg Fant is still participating 
though he is now in Colorado, and Doug Lorenz continues in the rotation. 

Board of Christian Education:  Nothing new to report. 

Board of Christian Service and Missions:  Fran Gunderson said the Staffeldts have requested a 
pause in receiving meals.  The Board is waiting for them to let us know if and when they will 
need them again. 

Board of Stewardship Report:  Mark Krohn noted that due to the pandemic, the Board has not 
conducted a Temple Talk for over a year.  It was suggested that with our upcoming election, a 
talk with members emphasizing the need to share their talents in the Lord’s service, including 
filling officer and Board positions for 2021. 

Our next Council meeting will be Tuesday, October 20, at 6:00 p.m. 

Pastor Cramm led us in closing prayer. 

John Guenther moved, and Carol Moore seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice F. Peyton, Secretary 
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Report Preparation Date: October 20, 2020

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $19,200.00 $17,175.00 $62,400.00 $58,497.00

MLS Total $17,525.00 $10,784.21 $72,250.00 $45,898.42

Designated / Other $266.67 $59.12 $600.00 $926.84

$36,991.67 $28,018.33 $135,250.00 $105,322.26

    Expenses:

MLC Total $14,325.70 $9,048.19 $47,675.70 $29,946.04

MLS Total $21,546.78 $17,227.63 $68,290.51 $66,539.78

$35,872.48 $26,275.82 $115,966.21 $96,485.82$42,341.26

Net Difference $1,119.19 $1,742.51 $19,283.79 $8,836.44

       *Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2021 (Through October 18, 2020):

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,800.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,714.31$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $75,429.00

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $76,800.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: -$1,371.00

Assets / Liabilities

Fund Assets: Endowment Fund (as of Oct 20, 2020)

Strasser Fund (as of Sep 30, 2020)

Thrivent Fund (as of Aug 31, 2020)

Current Assets: Checking (as of October 20, 2020)

LCEF Savings (as of Oct 20, 2020)
School Funds $9,716.97
Youth Activity Funds $3,565.57

           Total Savings Available

Liabilities: Mortgage Loan

Notes:

TREASURER'S REPORT – OCTOBER 2020 COUNCIL MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of Sept. 2020 FY Through Sept. 30, 2020

$103,807.71

$59,874.64

$365,196.09

$59,239.21

$116,955.28

(minus 

designated) {
$103,672.74

$22,006.93

1.  The COVID-19 induced lower revenues balanced against corresponding lower expenses for 

the church and school are leaving a stable financial status to this point in the fiscal year.
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2020 

President Brad Springer Trustees Doug Lorenz 

Vice President TBD Christian Education Roberta Willett 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Alma Lorenz 

Secretary Jan Peyton Christian Service & Missions Fran Gunderson 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Stewardship Mark Krohn 

Elders, Chairman Robert Smits Day School Education Megan Wood 

Elders, Vice-chairman TBD Fellowship Amie Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call:  We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

Thanksgiving Day is  
November 26th. 


