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August 2020 

Important Dates: 

August 1: Saturday church services have been discontinued 

August 17: First day of grades K—5 

August 24: First day of preschool 

 

All classes will be via remote learning for the first semester 

 

 

MISSION FRONTIERS 
Mission Lutheran Church, Las Cruces, NM 

Pastor’s Pen 

The Pastor’s Pen article will not appear again until God leads a new shepherd to 
serve our congregation. Stay tuned! 
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We approach the seventh anniversary of the inception of our prayer ministry at Mission.  From time 

to time I think about all God has done since we began to intentionally seek time with Him to cover all we do 

in prayer.  It leaves me humbled and in awe of His work—His perfect response to our prayers.  His answers 

are rarely what we predict and often even slip past us until later or perhaps they slip by completely.   

 The timing of His amazing answer to one of our foundational prayers is one I don’t think has 

received the attention it deserves and is uppermost in my heart right now.  I hope you all will join me in 

prayerful gratitude for His wisdom, love and grace.  The many changes we face now in the pandemic and 

change in our pastoral situation have overshadowed as our brothers and sisters from Faith have come back to 

us at Mission.  When the prayer ministry began, we began praying for these brothers and sisters—for our 

unity!  Little did we know then that God would make us one congregation again!  Little did we know how 

much we need one another!  He knew.   I was not here when Faith was formed, yet when our prayer ministry 

began to pray for Faith, our Lord’s Love for Faith grew in me and I think in all who prayed!  May we all of-

fer prayers of thanks for one another as we look forward to all He will do for His kingdom through us!  

Praise Him! 

May we all also offer prayers of thanksgiving for the time we had Pastor Carabotta with us.  He was an 

integral part of the formation of the prayer ministry.  May we continue to pray for him in his transition to his 

new flock!  Let’s also thank our Lord for His always-perfect provision in the leadership of our vacancy pas-

tor, Pastor Cramm, and our “called” assistant pastor, Andy Perry.   

So many of our regular (comfortable?) activities have now been placed on hold as we behave very differ-

ently amid the pandemic.  No welcome home party for Faith.   No fellowship as we knew it.  No choir and 

singing.  What happens with evangelism?  Can we even have our Pastor’s Pantry to help those in need?  The 

prayer ministry continues, yet even prayer activities are limited. 

Perhaps this is a time when God is leading us to a new phase in His work here?  While we are always re-

luctant for change—and some of that reluctance may be good—let’s pray we listen for our Heavenly Fathers 

wisdom and guidance.  Our called Assistant Pastor/Brother Andy Perry reminds us of one of our most com-

forting verses Romans 8:28: 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 

been called according to his purpose. 

We continue in our limited prayer activities and invite all to join in any or all prayer opportunities, but we 

look forward to how the Lord might lead us to use prayer as we move forward.   

 For now, most activities are on Zoom or in our private prayer closets.  We look forward to in-person 

prayer as He leads.  We invite any who are not already participating in the following activities to join us in 
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prayer…we know where two or three are gathered, He is there with us… 

E-mail prayer chain – contact Carol Moore with any prayer requests or to be added to the prayer 

distribution list 

Phone Prayer chain—contact Sonja Bonse to be added to her contact list  

Monday morning prayer 10:00-10:15 am via Zoom—“Mission Prayer Shield” - prayer coordina-

tors and others who are interested in joining pray for the following areas of our lives together 

along with other prayer needs as they come up: 

Missions and Fellowship 

Christian Education 

Pastors 

Worship and Support 

Contact Alma Lorenz to join. 

Thursday Morning Prayer and Praise Hour – 6:45-7:30am via Zoom –the Morning Prayer Ser-

vice is followed along with a couple of (muted) hymns sung together and prayer for any current 

prayer needs.  Some participants pray aloud, while others pray in silent agreement, as the Spirit 

leads.  Contact Doug Lorenz to join. 

Prayer for Mission Lutheran School – to resume soon.  It will follow the Thursday Prayer and 

Praise Hour for 10 minutes.  Please contact Alma Lorenz to join.  This will also resume via 

Zoom. 

God’s house of prayer—as our mission statement above indicates, all of us are a part of God’s 

house of prayer as we pray together corporately in the divine services, but for now, below are 

some prayer targets you may also want to include in your private prayer time as we all strive to 

pray without ceasing.  While we are still pretty separated, may we be mindful of our Lord’s 

prayer in the garden the night before His crucifixion from John 17, that we may be one with one 

another as we are one with Him and He is one with the Father and therefore pray for both our-

selves and one another? 

That we all freshly savor with deep gratitude our salvation in our Lord Jesus Christ 

That we all may personally witness God revealing His faithfulness, grace and love 

That we are comforted, protected and strengthened 

That our hearts, minds and spirits are continually freshened  

That we see and hold our focus on the power of God at work in the world 

That the Spirit works through each of us to reach out to others with the comfort of knowing 

Him 

That we hunger to know our Lord better and spend time in His Word 

That we have confidence in our Lord’s provision of all we need both individually and as His 

church 

That our knowledge of our Lord’s love for us deepens 

That we long for time in prayer, just as He longs for us to spend time in His presence 

Please also pray for the prayer ministry in your prayer times.  If you see prayer opportunities for 

us during these times, please contact one of the prayer ministry coordinators, Alma Lorenz or Shirley 

Miller. 

“Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you.” 
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Stewardship 
 
Winston Churchill reportedly said, “we make a living by what we get, but we 
make a life by what we give.” According to Churchill then, our lives are 
defined less by what we have gotten and more by what we give away. 
 
Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave completely of Himself for us. 
He became man for us. He taught the truth of God’s Word. He healed those 
with many and various diseases. He died the death that we deserve because of 
sin. He gave of Himself in order to save us from sin, death, and hell. So it is 
that by giving completely of Himself, He got us for Himself, making us 
citizens of His eternal kingdom by grace.  
 
As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more from giving than we do 
from simply getting. Giving softens our hearts and frees us from the worries 
of this world and making a living. For when we are singularly focused on 
making a living, we are singularly focused on what we get.  
 
That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives – our relationships 
with friends and family, with neighbors and coworkers, and with the Lord. It 
shifts our focus from asking “How can I be a friend, family member, 
neighbor, and servant to others?” to “What have they done for me lately?” We 
become more selfish instead of selfless.  
 
But, when we give, we do not have less, and we do not become less. We have 
more and become more. Because when we give, we join in the bond of 
friendship and family, the bond of service to those around us out of love for 
them. And love is the fulfillment of the Law. It is the nature of God Himself, 
for God is Love. Thus, we are participating in the divine nature. As Jesus said, 
“It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).   
 

LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

August.  

May God continue to bless you.  

August Birthdays 

August Anniversaries 

Honda Barbara 7 

Hauenstein Meribeth 8 

Spaman Lila 9 

Fant Greg 10 

Brennan Jeannine 11 

Echtenkamp Wade 11 

Helton Krista 13 

Ryan Vince 15 

Eisenbraun John 16 

Bartels Arlyn 20 

Aguilera Athena 24 

Carabotta Robert II 26 

Ryan Cheryl 27 

Gunderson Eric 29 

Spicka Chuck 31 

  Date # of years 

Wolf Nick & Codie 5 48 

Ryan Vince & Cheryl 14 22 

Vandiver Donald & Verline 14 9 

Lorenz Doug & Alma 24 52 

Duever Doug & Pat 28 55 



 6 

"Entirely His" 

Romans 8:35-39 - Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, "For Your sake we 

are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered." No, in all these 

things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death 

nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

 

These days we've all had to experience some type of disconnect from people and places. Wheth-

er it's a separation from the work place or from the classroom or from friends and family, it's been 

an ordeal, to say the least. For many there's been the very difficult situation of being apart from 

loved ones who are sick. We've likely all seen the poignant images of individuals keeping their 

distance and looking in on a family member or friend through a window—so as not to potentially 

spread any disease or get it from someone else.  

 

For believers, separation from others in the family of faith has its own difficulties, too. We draw 

special strength from gathering together in the Name of Jesus (see 1 Thessalonians 5:10 -11; He-

brews 10:24-25; Colossians 3:16). In the Apostles' Creed, we speak of "the holy Christian church, 

the communion of saints," which gives us spiritual uplift and fellowship with one another. And you 

may have noticed in your own life how the recent suspension of church services has impacted 

your faith in some ways. 

 

How good it is to know that there is nothing that can come between Jesus and His love for us. 

Whatever life brings our way—trials, persecution, a worldwide virus—we are secure in God's em-

bracing and unchangeable love for His creatures. He has made that plainly known to us by send-

ing His Son to save us from our sins. Jesus came specifically to  bridge the distance that separat-

ed us from God. Having taken on our flesh and blood, God entered our world for the sole purpose 

of bringing us back to Him so that, never again, will we be separated from Him.  

 

As you continue to deal with the persistent threat of this virus, lay hold of the riches God has giv-

en to us. He has reconciled us to Himself (see 2 Corinthians 5:18); He has given us all things we 

need to live a godly life (see 2 Peter 1:3); and He promises to be with us always (see Hebrews 

13:5). These are the things He has done for us, His children, people who can in no way be sepa-

rated from the God who loves them. 

 

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, remind us by Your Holy Spirit that we are firmly in Your hands. 

In Jesus' Name we pray. Amen. 

 

This Daily Devotion was written by Paul Schreiber.  

From Lutheran Hour Ministries 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Council Meeting 
June 16, 2020 

 

President Greg Fant called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.  Attending were Greg Fant, Brad 
Springer, John Guenther, Carol Moore, Robert Smits, Fran Gunderson, Doug Lorenz, Amie Springer, 
Mark Krohn, Alma Lorenz, Roberta Willett, Jan Peyton, and guests Mary Martin, Ken Martin, Tom 
Willett, Harvey White, Jerry Stickles, and Rocky Mountain District President Roger Schlechte. 

Robert Smits led opening devotion and thanked the Lord for all the years of Pastor Carabotta’s service 
and all he has done for us. 

President Fant said that the subject of tonight’s Council is how to proceed after Pastor Carabotta’s 
announcement that the Lord has directed him to accept the call from Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, 
Gunnison, CO.  Greg said that President Schlechte would be joining us at 6:45 p.m. to describe the 
call process to be followed to select and call a new pastor for Mission. 

Harvey White, Ken Martin and Mark Krohn have been involved in a call process recently.  Greg asked if 
they had any comments to share.  Harvey said that Mission needs to lay out a strategic plan and what 
we are looking for in a pastor.  He said there is lots of paperwork.  Ken said that the process requires 
extreme patience. 

The topic of a call to Andy Perry to serve as a worker/priest was discussed.  This is not a full-time 
position  and Andy has other commitments as well.  It was noted that if Andy’s call could be fulfilled 
soon, it could help us until we have a new pastor.  Harvey said that some pastors prefer not to work 
with a worker/priest, so we need to be clear in the call documentation. 

President Schlechte joined us at 6:45 p.m.  Each attendee introduced themselves to him.  President 
Schlechte gave a brief overview of the call process, stating that his secretary would be sending a 
letter detailing the process. 
 
   Mission should plan an appropriate farewell for Pastor Carabotta considering the current 
restrictions. 
 
   A pre-call meeting would be held after Pastor Carabotta leaves Mission.  He said that a meeting via 
Zoom would be fine.  Both he and the Circuit Visitor would normally be part of this meeting.  A few 
Council members expressed reservations concerning the participation of our Circuit Visitor.  Pastor 
Schlechte said that he would personally handle this without the Circuit Visitor being involved. 
  There is a three-part self-study process.  The third part includes reflection from the entire 
congregation. 
   Every member will have an opportunity to submit a nomination form indicating pastors they feel 
would be a good fit at Mission.  President Schlechte will review these nominations, dropping and 
adding candidates if necessary.  Then the list, which will include information about each candidate, 
will be sent to the Call Committee. 
   The Call Committee reviews and narrows the list.  The narrowed list, with recommendations from 
the Committee, is provided to the congregation.  A call meeting is scheduled, a special Voters’ 
meeting, to discuss the candidates, decide on a candidate, and prepare the call.  President Schlechte 
said that often a first and second choice, sometimes a third, is identified.  If possible, the decision 
should be unanimous. 
 
   President Schlechte was asked if it is appropriate to have candidates visit so that we could get to 
know each other.  He said that a visit is appropriate but it is usually the first-choice candidate.  Any 
question is fair game.  Harvey said that we receive a great deal of information about each candidate 
up front, so seminary study and areas of interest will already be known. 
 

Continued on next page  
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   There was discussion if Andy Perry could serve as a Vacancy Pastor while the call process is 
completed.  Andy is currently a candidate and not yet ordained.  If we call him as worker/priest, Andy 
could be ordained to fulfill that requirement.  President Schlechte said he would research to determine 
if only an ordained minister could serve as a Vacancy Pastor. 
   President Schlechte left our call at 7:45 p.m. 

Ken Martin noted that we need to identify what expectations we have for a worker/priest. 

Greg asked for ideas for a farewell event.  With the current restrictions, perhaps informal would be 
best.  Doug suggested it could be held in our parking lot to make it easier to maintain social distancing.  
Fran asked if we would give Pastor a gift; the group said yes.  Amie Springer volunteered to chair this 
effort. 

Carol asked if we would continue to not sing at services during the month of July.  Since we do not 
know if further restriction easing will be done by July, it was decided that we would not sing during 
July.  Since Pastor Carabotta will be with us until July 13, communion will be served on July 4-5 and 
July 11-12.  The Elders will determine if communion can be served July 18-19 and July 25-26. 

We ended with the Lord’s Prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice F. Peyton, Secretary 
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Report Preparation Date: June 30, 2020

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $19,200.00 $35,097.50 $249,600.00 $251,550.72

MLS Total $100.00 -$3,051.00 $190,100.00 $187,001.02

Designated / Other $125.00 $72.11 $1,500.00 $7,978.79

$19,425.00 $32,118.61 $441,200.00 $446,530.53

    Expenses:

MLC Total $13,542.33 $12,365.68 $187,949.16 $175,278.47

MLS Total $17,977.49 $17,055.71 $257,673.21 $253,010.57

$31,519.82 $29,421.39 $445,622.37 $428,289.04

Net Difference -$12,094.82 $2,697.22 -$4,422.37 $18,241.49

*Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2020 (Through June 30, 2020):

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,800.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,837.51$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $251,550.72

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $249,600.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: $1,950.72

Assets / Liabilities (As of June 30, 2020):

Fund Assets: Endowment Fund (as of Jun 30, 2020)

Strasser Fund (as of Jun 30, 2020)

Thrivent Fund (as of Jun 30, 2020)

Current Assets: Checking (as of Jun 30, 2020)

LCEF Savings
School Funds $30,098.87
Youth Activity Funds $1,928.97

           Total Savings Available

Liabilities: Mortgage Loan

Notes:

TREASURER'S REPORT – FINAL STATUS for FISCAL YEAR 2019-20

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of June 2020 FY Through June 30, 2020

$97,356.26

$56,146.13

$338,059.27

$57,713.51

$116,780.50

(minus 

designated) {

3.  MLS rebated one month of tuition for the year due to COVID-19 pandemic impact.

$84,752.66

$25,973.87

1.  MLC general contributions via mail-in did very well during the pandemic shutdown.

2.  Overall positive financial results helped by $10,000 donation to MLS and by the cost of 

fixing the kitchen drain in Luther Hall being roughly $7,500 less than anticipated.
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2020 

President Greg Fant Trustees Doug Lorenz 

Vice President Brad Springer Christian Education Roberta Willett 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Alma Lorenz 

Secretary Jan Peyton Christian Service & Missions Fran Gunderson 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Stewardship Mark Krohn 

Elders, Chairman Robert Smits Day School Education Megan Wood 

Elders, Vice-chairman TBD Fellowship Amie Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call: Tom Willett (505) 238-0684 We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

School Begins on August 17! 


