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February 2021 

Important Dates: 

February 7: Super Bowl Sunday — Mighty 
Mites 

February 8: LWML Bible study (via Zoom) 

February 14: St. Valentine’s Day 

February 15: Presidents’ Day 

February 16: Church Council meeting 

February 17: Ash Wednesday 

February 24: Mid-week Lent service 

MISSION FRONTIERS 
Mission Lutheran Church, Las Cruces, NM 

Pastor’s Pen 

The Pastor’s Pen article will not appear again until God leads a new shepherd to 
serve our congregation. Stay tuned! 
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One of the most important things we can do for our church is to pray for our pastors!  

As Aaron lifted Moses’ arms when they tired of holding his staff over the Red Sea, so we lift 

our pastors before the Lord!  Let us join together this month in prayer for our pastors—and 

hopefully we will all form a habit of praying for them daily every month!  So let’s together pray 

for our pastors—all three of them:  Pastor Kevin Cramm, our vacancy pastor; soon to be 

ordained Rev. Andy Perry; and our Senior Pastor, still known only by God.  Below are 

suggested prayer targets to include in your daily prayer time, or you can add your own.  We 

pray that 

Our pastors’ hearts will be drawn to the place of prayer as their daily priority 

Psalm 88:2; Romans 12:12 

That they know and lead us to the knowledge that our Lord will never leave 

nor forsake them or us   Deuteronomy 31:6; 1 Peter 5:2 

That they search the Scriptures for God’s will and receive the Spirit of 

Wisdom Psalm 90:12; James 1:5 

That they will boldly proclaim God’s unchanging word, through speech, action 

and attitude  Acts 4:29 & 31 

That they will be continually strengthened and protected as they lead 

according to God’s Word and perfect will   Psalm 91:9-10;  Ephesians 6:10

-11 

That they are daily immersed in the deep knowledge of God’s love for each of 

them personally   John 15:9 

God will be glorified through their ministries and their personal lives, in all 

they do, say and every attitude they hold  Psalm 86:12;  1 Peter 4:11 

They join with us and equip our boards, ministries and each of us individually 

to carry out the Great Commission and to reflect our Christianity to the 

world around us  Romans 10:15  Matthew 28:19 

They live out and lead us to know that God is the provider of more than we 

can ask or imagine and trust that He will provide all the help we need   

Ephesians 4:20-21 

Continued on next page  
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They lead us at Mission to unite in worship at Divine Services and in sharing 

our Lord’s Supper regularly, loving the Lord with all our hearts, minds and 

souls Deuteronomy 6:5 1; Corinthians 11:23-26 

They are ever-thankful for the gifts our Lord has given them and each of us as 

we serve Him together  1 Corinthians 7:7 

They are united with the family of Mission, in friendship, encouragement and 

love   John 17;  

Of course, in praying for our Senior Pastor-to-be, let’s remember to pray for our elders 

and call committee, that they will remain prayerful and be given wisdom in each step of 

the process. 

“Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians: 16-18 
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Continued on next page  

"In Darkness or Daylight" 
 

Joshua 1:9 - (God said) "Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do 

not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever 

you go." 

 

When I was a little boy, my bedroom was paneled with knotty pine.  

 

In the twilight, with the room lights out and the summer sun sliding over the horizon, 

those knots and stained shapes took on all kinds of strange monster faces—at least in 

the mind's eye of a four-year-old boy. 

 

In the winter, when the snow reflected the moon's light, those shadows came alive. To-

day, I'm an old man, but those memories are still very much with me.  

 

Just as vivid is the time when my father came to my bedside and asked, "Son, you 

don't have to be afraid since you've said your prayers. You do say your prayers at 

night, don't you?" 

 

I assured him I did. 

 

His next question was this: "And you do say your prayers in the morning, too? Right?"  

 

I replied, "No, Dad, I don't have to. I'm not scared in the morning."  

 

Now that I've grown up, I realize talking to God is not a once -a-day experience. The 

loving Lord most certainly wants to hear from me when I'm scared, but He also wants 

me to check in when things are going smoothly.  

 

It's a sad thing, but many people still think of God as a refuge only when they're in 

trouble. They only speak to Him when their lives are filled with monster faces, terrific 

terrors, and they are frightened beyond imagination.  

 

If you're one of these folks, may I, from my own experience, remind you that God 

hears you when your heart is filled with fear and trepidation (see Psalm 94:19 and Phi-

lippians 4:6-7). But He wants to hear from you at other times, too—even in the morn-

ing when you're not scared anymore. 

 

Today, I encourage you to talk to the Savior who gave His life so you might live and so 

you might not be afraid. Jesus understands the things that bother and unsettle you. He 

wants you to lean on Him. In fact, He tells each of us plainly, "Peace I leave with you; 

My peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 

troubled, neither let them be afraid" (John 14:27).  
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From childhood to old age, in darkness or daylight, Jesus is always with us.  

 

THE PRAYER: Lord Jesus, thank You for being with me in times of joy as well as times 

of anxiety and uncertainty. You are concerned about my simplest needs and worries. 

To know You are my Savior and my Friend reminds me that I have nothing to fear. In 

Jesus' Name. Amen. 

 

From Lutheran Hour Ministries  
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Stewardship 
 

“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by 

comparing it with the earnestness of others.  For you know the grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that 

you through his poverty might become rich" (2 Corinthians 8:8-9). 

 

Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. Paul encourages, even challenges, 

the Church in Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity of their faith by their 

generosity in giving. He does this because giving generously is a gift of the Spirit 

given to us through the Gospel.  

 

St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 

knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also 

excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In other words, just as we grow 

in faith and speech and knowledge of eternal things by the Holy Spirit through 

the Word of God, so also do we grow in giving from the same Spirit through the 

same Word.  

 

The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows cold in us. It’s not so 

much that we stop giving, but we don’t put it first. We treat it like all the other 

bills that must be paid. It becomes a chore, just one more thing to check off a list 

of things to do. That empties it of its spiritual power and robs us of the joy that 

Christ and the Scriptures assign to it. 

 

On top of that, since this generosity is linked to faith and knowledge of divine 

things, a lack of excelling in giving is sure sign that our faith and knowledge of 

God are under attack as well.  

 

Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: the generosity of Christ 

Himself. Even though He was rich, He became poor so that we who are poor might 

become rich. Thus, the incarnation, suffering, and death of our Lord on the cross 

is the reason, source, and driving force for our generosity in giving to the church. 

 

And since Christ who was rich became poor so that we might be rich in His 

grace—of which generous giving is part—so we also who are rich in His grace can 

excel in pressing His grace into service toward the gracious work of the church.  

 

Pay attention to what you give to the church so that you may excel at it. And if 

you find that your heart has grown cold or indifferent toward it, immerse yourself 

in God’s Word. Read it at home. Attend Bible Class. Hear and listen to it preached 

in the Divine Service. Be reminded of what Christ has done for you in His 

incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will strengthen your faith and 

knowledge. And where that excels, so will the grace of giving excel also.  

 

 
LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
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A gift fit for a king  
 
“And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell 
down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh” (Matt. 2:11).  

In these figures that the New Testament calls Magi, we see a fitting image for us. While 
we don’t know much about these strange men who appear suddenly and then just as sudden-
ly disappear from the scene of Scripture, we are left with one very clear image. These Wise 
Men, whoever they were, brought gifts!  
 
These men, with extravagant generosity, give us a clear focus on our life of worship before the 
Lord. To a King to which they had no claim on, they bring the best of what they have. Wealth, 
worship, witness and a fore-shadowing of woe is what they give.  
 
Gold is the wealth. It is a gift fit for a king! Frankincense is the worship. The prayers of the an-
cients were symbolized by the smoke of the incense rising upward (REV. 8:4). But what about 
the myrrh? That was an expensive spice for burial. This foreshadows what this Child will do for 
them, and for us – give His life for the sins of the world as His name means. None of these 
gifts were cheap. They cost them dearly.  
 
But they didn’t see it as a cost. They saw it as worship. This king would be their king. He 
would be your king too! Consider the gifts you will bring to our king. The gifts that the Lord 
calls us to bring are best called simple gifts. These gifts are to follow the model of the Magi. 
Not inexpensive nor seen as costly. But flowing from a heart that is full of the glory that is re-
vealed to us in the babe of Bethlehem who has come to die for us. Our gifts flow from grati-
tude for what our Lord has done for us and the world. They don’t have to be golden, fragrant, 
nor a sign of death. Rather they are to be gifts that rejoice in the new baptismal life we have in 
this Jesus. The Jesus – who is the Savior revealed to us.  

Prayer  
Lord Jesus, You are our King and Lord. As the Magi worshiped You with extravagant gifts, 
grant us Your grace that we might be willing to give the very best of us in service to You and 
to our neighbor. Amen. 
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

February.  

May God continue to bless you.  

February Birthdays 

February Anniversaries 

  Date 

Miller Kyle 6 

Swedberg Kay 8 

Coughlin Betty 10 

Nicholson Maya 10 

Monica Rachel 11 

Bartels  Jean 20 

Fulwiler Sheila 22 

Turquette James 24 

Ornelas Alise 25 

Wensel Dianne 26 

Roof Walt 29 

   

  Date # of years 

Roof Walt & Toni 13 39 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Council Meeting 

November 17, 2020 

 

President Brad Springer called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  Attending were Brad Springer, 
John Guenther, Carol Moore, Pastor Cramm, Reverend Perry, Robert Smits, Megan Wood, Fran 
Gunderson, Doug Lorenz, Amie Springer, Alma Lorenz, Roberta Willett, Mark Krohn, Mary Martin, Jan 
Peyton, and guest Eric Gunderson. 

Pastor Cramm led us in opening devotion. 

The minutes of the October 20 Council meeting were approved as emailed. 

Call Committee:  President Springer said the Call Committee will meet next Tuesday, November 24.  
The Committee is currently working on a three-part self-study.  Once completed, that study will be 
sent to the District which will use the information to provide a list of recommended candidates.  
Brad noted that our members can nominate candidates as well. 

Council Slate:  Mark Krohn reported that volunteers have come forward for the majority of officer 
and board positions for 2021.  At this time, there are four positions still vacant, those being Vice 
President, Elder, Christian Education and Stewardship. 

COVID Update:  The State of New Mexico is returning to stricter guidelines.  Churches may continue 
to have onsite services at 25% of capacity, but church facilities cannot be used for non-religious 
events. 

Voters’ Meeting December 6, 2020:  Council agreed that the meeting will begin at 1:30 p.m. via 
Zoom conferencing. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Cramm said that he will be preaching three more Sundays this year, two in 
November and December 6.  Reverend Perry will officiate the remaining services in 2020, including 
the advent weekly services. 

School Board Report:  Megan Wood reported that the Board continues to discuss whether to continue 
offsite classes or return to onsite school for the next semester.  The decision will be made in 
December. 
   Megan said that the Board wants to renew our advertising in the Sonoma Ranch magazine.  Megan 
moved, and Carol Moore seconded, that the funds needed to continue our advertising in Sonoma 
Ranch magazine be approved as long as the PTO agrees to pay half.  The cost to the church would be 
$150 a month and the renewal would be for 18 months.  The motion passed.  Mission is the only 
church and the only school advertising in the magazine. 

Elders’ Report:  Robert Smits said we will have a full slate of Elders for 2021.  Jim Bonse wishes to 
retire, but if no one else volunteers, he will continue as an Elder. 
   Robert said that the new COVID guidelines require no changes for us.  He said that with the virus 
cases increasing, the Elders will be even more cautious about the number of members at each rail 
during Communion.  Additionally, members considered at risk for the virus will be encouraged to 
remain at home on Sunday and participate in services via Zoom conferencing. 
   Advent services will still go ahead, beginning on December 2. 
   Pastors will use the telephone rather than make actual visits to members for now. 

Treasurer’s Report:  John Guenther’s report is attached.  John said he wishes to take a proposal to 
pay off our mortgage to the Voters for their approval.  If the mortgage was paid off in January 2021, 
the church would save approximately $700 in interest.  If in December 2020, interest of 
approximately $775 would be saved.  Council agreed to take the proposal to the December 6 Voters’ 
Assembly meeting for approval. 

Fellowship Board Report:  Nothing new to report. 

Continued on next page  
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Financial Secretary Report:  Carol Moore said that she and Jill Smith are alternating Sundays with Shilo 
Smith and Barbara Honda as counters. 

Trustees Report:  Doug Lorenz said that there are a couple of projects to complete, stucco work and 
landscaping.  Las Cruces Plumbing completed the repair of the leaky faucet. 

Board of Evangelism and Prayer Ministry Report:  Alma Lorenz said that Thursday Praise and Prayer 
Hour and Saturday Prayer continue weekly.  Alma said that while she is not returning to the Evangelism 
Board officially in 2021, she plans to continue working with that Board as an unelected member. 

Board of Christian Education:  Nothing new to report. 

Board of Christian Service and Missions:  Fran Gunderson said one individual was given personal 
assistance this past month. 
   Eric Gunderson reported that the Coats for Kids donations are greater than he anticipated.  John 
Guenther noted $1,154.85 has been received so far and he anticipates there will be more donations this 
next week. 

Board of Stewardship Report:  Nothing new to report.  

Our next Council meeting is tentatively scheduled for December 15, at 6:00 p.m.  Because the Voters’ 
meeting is December 6, there may not be any action items to discuss.  If not, the December 15 meeting 
will be cancelled. 

Rev. Perry led us in closing prayer. 

Carol Moore moved, and Robert Smits seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice F. Peyton, Secretary 
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Report Preparation Date: January 19, 2021

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $19,200.00 $19,589.00 $124,800.00 $128,241.00

MLS Total $17,625.00 $12,699.70 $127,075.00 $76,060.89

Designated / Other $266.67 $224.77 $1,400.00 $2,873.73

$37,091.67 $32,513.47 $253,275.00 $207,175.62

    Expenses:

MLC Total $14,313.52 $28,915.15 $97,996.94 $82,195.22

MLS Total $20,791.72 $14,541.06 $135,832.03 $114,666.22

$35,105.24 $43,456.21 $233,828.97 $196,861.44$42,341.26

Net Difference $1,986.43 -$10,942.74 $19,446.03 $10,314.18

       *Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2021 (Through January 17, 2021 )

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,800.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,885.69$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $141,685.00

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $139,200.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: $2,485.00

Assets / Liabilities

Fund Assets: Endowment Fund (as of Jan. 19, 2021)

Strasser Fund (as of Dec 31, 2020)

Thrivent Fund (as of Dec 31, 2020)

Current Assets: Checking (as of Jan. 19, 2021)

LCEF Savings (as of Jan. 19, 2021)
School Funds 11974.81
Youth Activity Funds $3,565.57

           Total LCEF Savings Available

Liabilities: None

Notes:

$0.00

1.  The COVID-19 induced lower revenues balanced against corresponding lower expenses 

for the church and school are leaving a stable financial status to this point in the fiscal year.

2.  The mortgage was paid off on December 16, 2020.  This increased the immediate MLC 

expenses but will result in an approximate savings of $750 over what would have been the 

period of the remaining mortgage payments for the next 18 to 19 months.

$392,273.07

$61,866.02

$116,514.99

(minus 

designated 

funds) {
$100,974.61

TREASURER'S REPORT – JANUARY 2021 COUNCIL MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of Dec. 2020 FY Through Dec. 31, 2020

$112,483.05

$66,569.29
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2021 

President Brad Springer Trustees Don Hallem 

Vice President TBD Christian Education Roberta Willett 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Sonya Perry 

Secretary Jacki McCurley Christian Service & Missions Mark Krohn 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Stewardship Alma Lorenz 

Elders, Chairman Jerry Stickles Day School Education Shirley Miller 

Elders, Vice-chairman TBD Fellowship Amie Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call: Tom Willett (505) 238-0684 We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

Valentine’s Day is February 14 


