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Important Dates: 

September 7: Labor Day Holiday 

September 11: Remembrance Day 

September 11: Memorial Service for Janet Lusk 

September 12: Return to one church service at 9:00 AM; 
Bible class and Sunday School at 10:30 AM 

September 14: School Board meeting 

September 14: Elders’ meeting 

September 21: Church Council meeting 
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Pastor’s Pen 

The Pastor’s Pen article will not appear again until God leads a new shepherd to 
serve our congregation. Stay tuned! 
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Quotes from Martin Luther 
During the Bubonic Plague 

of the 1500’s 

“They are much too rash and reckless, 
tempting God and disregarding every-
thing which might counteract death and 
the plague. They distain the use of medi-
cines; they do not avoid places and per-
sons infected by the plague, but light-
heartedly make sport of it and wish to 
prove how independent they are. They 
say that it is God’s punishment; if he 
wants to protect them, he can do so with-
out medicines or our carefulness. This is 
not trusting God but tempting him. God 
has created medicines and provided us 
with intelligence to guard and take good 
care of the body so that we can live in 
good health.  
 
If one makes no use of intelligence or 
medicine when he could do so without 
detriment to his neighbor, such a person 
injures his body and must beware lest he 
become a suicide in God’s eyes. By the 
same reasoning a person might forego 
eating and drinking, clothing and shelter, 
and boldly proclaim his faith that if God 
wanted to preserve him from starvation 
and cold, he could do so without food 
and clothing. Actually, that would be sui-
cide.  
 

It is even more shameful for a person 
to pay no heed to his own body and to 
fail to protect it against the plague the 
best he is able, and then to infect and 
poison others who might have re-
mained alive if he had taken care of 
his body as he should have. He is thus 
responsible before God for his neigh-
bor’s death and is a murderer many 
times over.” 
 
“I shall ask God mercifully to protect 
us. Then I will fumigate, purify the 
air, administer medicine, and take 
medicine. I shall avoid places and per-
sons where my presence is not needed 
in order to not become contaminated, 
and thus perchance inflict and pollute 
others, and so cause their death as a 
result of my negligence. If God should 
wish to take me, he will surely find 
me. But I have done what he has ex-
pected of me, and so I am not respon-
sible for either my own death or the 
death of others. If my neighbor needs 
me, however, I shall not avoid place 
or person, but will go freely. This is a 
God-fearing faith because it is neither 
brash nor foolhardy, and does not 
tempt God.”  
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 We don’t always think of ourselves as intercessors, yet we all participate in intercessory prayer each 

Sunday morning during the Prayers of the People.  Many at Mission pray for others during their daily prayer 

and devotion time.  Some pray as part of the prayer chain and during the Thursday Morning Praise and Prayer 

Hour.  Still others intercede for all the boards and ministries and individuals at Mission and beyond every 

Monday Morning during Prayer Shield.  Intercessors pray for and with Pastor(s) and elders prior to the Divine 

Service each Sunday and are available for individual prayer after each service. 

 We are, indeed intercessors as we reflect the greatest intercessory prayer of all by our Lord Jesus: 

“Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” 

Examples of intercession abound throughout scripture, from Paul encouraging the church to pray for 

him that he would boldly declare the gospel (Ephesians 6:19) to Romans 8:26, where we find the Spirit 

interceding for US!  (Isn’t it comforting that when we don’t know how to pray, the Spirit helps us?) 

Do you wish to individually intercede on behalf of your brothers and sisters here at Mission or to pray 

for your family members, neighbors or friends?  Do you wish to pray for the lost to find their way to Jesus? O 

do you want to intercede on behalf of our community, state, nation or world?  If you are stumped as to what to 

ask of the Lord, scripture is a good place to turn.  The Psalms are a rich place to find intercessions, such as in 

28:9, 132:9, 20:15, 51:10 and many others.  

Or perhaps you would like to be more involved in other intercessory prayer?  If you are interested in 

being part of the prayer chain, where we are alerted by e-mail of immediate prayer needs, contact Carol Moore 

by e-mail or phone and she will add you to her distribution list.  To be a part of any other prayer led by the 

prayer ministry, please contact Alma Lorenz or Shirley Miller. We welcome and encourage your participation! 

May we pray for you or someone you love?  Whether it is healing, grief, personal struggle, thanksgiving 

or something else on your heart, we invite and encourage you to come forward at the end of the service where 

intercessors are available to pray for/with you.  Individual prayer needs are held in strict confidence.  You may 

also fill out one of the blue cards in the sanctuary to have your request included in the prayers of the people.  If 

there are long term prayer needs, Carol Moore can add names to the blue bulletin.  Many pray through those 

lists throughout the week.  If you see other prayer needs or opportunities, you are always welcome to share 

those with Alma or Shirley and we will find ways to include those. 

In July, we focused our newsletter article on the importance of praying for our pastors.  I encourage you 

to include our pastors in your daily intercessions.  There are so many important results that have been reported 

from those congregations that pray for their pastor(s).  Below, I have re-inserted a prayer from the July 

newsletter for our pastors, but please pray as the Holy Spirit leads you.  

Continued on next page  
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Current issues you may intercede for are:  

• Please pray for Pastor Perry, our assistant pastor, as he continues to lead services and a funeral while 

teaching full time   

• Please continue prayers for Pastor Cramm, our interim pastor, as he completes and returns from his 

mission trip to Africa 

•  Please pray for Pastor Cave and his wife Emily as they consider our call to be our senior pastor and as 

they await the birth of their first child. 

 

Heavenly Father,  

We thank you that you are the all-powerful, loving, merciful God that you are…that you have gifted us 

with loving, biblical and enthusiastic pastors.  Please protect each of them, inspire them to spend quality time 

with you in Your Word and listening to your wise guidance each day.  May all they—and we—do glorify you 

and reflect You to the world that needs you so much! In the precious name of Jesus we pray, 

Amen. 
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Wait for the LORD; be strong and 

take heart and wait for the LORD.  

SOMETIMES I RUN kicking and screaming 

when I'm told to do something. Other 

times, I jump in but feel resentful. Or I 

start out compliant but then rebel.  

 

That is what our elderly dog Duke did 

after he was diagnosed with several eye 

problems by his veterinary 

ophthalmologist. At our first visit, we 

learned he was having eye pain-enough 

that his third eyelid had closed. (I didn't 

even know dogs had such a thing!) The 

vet prescribed multiple eye drops to be 

given every few hours for several weeks.  

 

Duke did great at first. I think the drops 

eased his pain, so he stood there and let 

me hold open his eyelids. But after the 

first week or so, he got tired of me 

messing with him. He quit complying and 

would stubbornly slam his eyes shut. Or 

he would jerk his head away. Eventually, 

he began running from me anytime I got 

near. Smart fellow.  

 

His reaction reminds me of a child who 

doesn't want his teeth brushed. Or a teen 

who doesn't want to do her homework. 

Or an adult who dreads going to work ... 

or who dreads putting eye drops in an 

uncooperative pup's eyes.  

 

It also reminds me of myself, when I 

know God wants me to do something I 

don't have the time, the courage, or the 

desire to do.  

 

But just as Duke's eye drops were what he 

needed for healing, sometimes the jobs God 

has for me end up being exactly what I need 

at the time. Often, I only see this in 

hindsight. But I won't know until I step up 

and try.  

 

Walk of Faith: With courage and a willing 
heart, let's make that first step to do what 

God is calling us to do. 

-Missy Tippens  
From “All God’s Creatures” 

 
 
 

Taking That First Step 
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Come sing your heart out. 
 

Meeting every Wednesday from 6:30 to 
7:30 pm in the Sanctuary. 

(Starting September 1) 

 
Any questions, contact Jacki McCurley 

at (575) 202-5955 

 

Make a Joyful Noise! 
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Stewardship 
 
At the end of the first of his chapters on the virtue of faith in Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis 
provides a helpful reminder, by way of analogy, for the foundation of stewardship. He wrote:  

“Every faculty you have, your power of thinking or of moving your limbs from moment 
to moment, is given you by God. If you devoted every moment of your whole life 
exclusively to His service you could not give Him anything that was not in a sense His 
own already. So then, when we talk of a man doing anything for God or giving 
anything to God, I will tell you what it is really like. It is like a small child going to its 
father and saying, ‘Daddy, give me sixpence to buy you a birthday present.’ Of 
course, the father does, and he is pleased with the child’s present. It is all very nice 
and proper, but only an idiot would think that the father is sixpence to the good on 
the transaction. When a man has made these two discoveries God can really get to 
work. It is after this that real life begins. (128–129).” 

This is the first thing we are given to confess about stewardship, and it has to do with 
ownership. God owns everything, and we are simply managers – stewards – acting on His 
behalf. This is true not only of all that we have in this life (Deut. 8:17–18) but also all that 
we are in this life (1 Cor. 6:20).  

The rest flows from here. Since we are stewards, or managers, of what belongs to God, 
entrusted to make use of it according to His will, there is an expectation of responsibility 
and accountability. For the Lord said, “Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will 
be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more” (Luke 
12:48b). And from this comes blessing and reward: “Well done, good and faithful servant. 
You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 
master” (Matt. 25:21).  

We have everything we need to support this body and life from our God’s fatherly divine 
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us. We have everything we need for 
our spiritual life also from His merciful hands. On account of the sacrifice of His Son, our 
Lord Jesus, through the preaching of the gospel and the administration of the sacraments, 
we have the forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and everlasting salvation delivered to us with 
absolute certainty that it is ours – not as stewards but as sons (Gal. 4:1–7). Let us then, as 
His own sons, press all that He gives to us into the service of His church and to His glory.  

 
LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

September.  

May God continue to bless you.  

September Birthdays 

September Anniversaries 

  Date 

Poppy Holly 3 

Weber Pastor Glenn 3 

Krohn Amy 5 

Vakselis Sheila 5 

Wood Nova 5 

Young Robert 10 

Cooper Carol 12 

Melton Susana (Lessman) 12 

Wolf Codie 12 

Allison Michele 13 

Grothman Darci 13 

Bonse Jim 14 

Jakcsy Ruth 14 

McCurley Hannah 26 

Gerdes Bev 27 

  Date # of years 

Reyes Fred & Karen 17 12 

Echtenkamp Wade & Debra 21 42 

Skelton Irv & Marcele 21 53 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Meeting 

July 20, 2021 

President Brad Springer called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.  Attending were Brad 
Springer, Carol Moore, Pastor Cramm, Pastor Perry, Jerry Stickles, Shirley Miller, Doug 
Lorenz, Alma Lorenz, Roberta Willett, Sonya Perry, Jacki McCurley and guest Mary Martin. 

Pastor Perry led us in opening prayer. 

The minutes of the June 15th meeting were approved. 

President:   

Brad thanked everyone for being at the voters call meeting earlier this month.  He 
received feedback from members and guidance from the district so the committee will be 
making a plan to move forward.  Discussion followed from council.  The call committee 
will meet on July 29th to discuss a final plan.  He would like to set a date for another 
voters call meeting for August 8th at 2 pm.  A notice will go in the bulletin this Sunday and 
Andy will announce at both services the next two weeks. 

There is a discrepancy between our constitution and the by-laws for the votes needed to 
call a pastor.  The constitution trumps the by-laws so we will need a ¾ majority vote on 
August 8th.  There was a lot of discussion on changing the constitution now but noted that 
it could take the district quite a while to approve the constitution, which would delay the 
call process.  We also need to make some changes to the by-laws.  This has been tabled 
until later so that we amend the changes to both the constitution and the by-laws at one 
time. 

Brad presented the possible action to go back to a single service and bible study schedule.  
Alma Lorenz moved and Jacki McCurley seconded that we bring the vote to the next voters 
meeting (August 8th).  Doug Lorenz moved that we needed to have it state that service 
would be at 9 am followed by Bible study at 10:30.  It was seconded by Shirley Miller.  
Motion passed.  In putting out a written notice, it needs to state that this was approved by 
council but the voters make the final decision.  

Pastor’s Report:   

Pastor Cramm noted that the Tate’s were accepted into membership at Mission.  He has 
two families that are ready to join when they are available.  He has three adults who will 
start adult instruction classes in September.     

Pastor Andy wanted to thank everyone for the ordination service and fellowship.  The 
junior confirmands will start after Labor Day.  

Elder’s Report:  Report is attached.   

Treasurer’s Report:  John was not present but did send out a report to council members.  

School Board:  Report is attached.  They would like to ask council’s approval to add Darci 
Grothman to the school board to fill Jan White’s vacancy.  Carol Moore moved and Jacki 
McCurley seconded to accept Darci to fill the empty slot.  No vote is needed from the 
voters; it just needs to be announced at the next voters meeting.  

Financial Secretary:  Nothing to report.  Carol will begin regular office hours in August.  
She will keep us updated on the days and hours. 

Trustees:  They are working on killing weeds and cleaning up from the recent storms.  
They have worked on the A/C and TV’s in the classrooms.  

Continued on next page  
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Evangelism:  Sonya presented an idea of using a free library box for bibles.  They are still 
working out the kinks in the project.  Pastor Cramm mentioned he will give her some Gideon 
contacts for this project.  We will begin having greeters before service.  There will be a sign-
up sheet for people to sign up to greet. 

Prayer Ministry:  Report is attached. 

Christian Education:  Carol Cooper is looking at starting Sunday school when school starts. 

Christian Service:  Shirley talked about the Lutheran Indian Ministries.  Doug, John and Shirley 
were able to talk to the director.  He stated that they are underfunded and misunderstood.  
They need the support to be consistent in order to function.  Doug moved that we support the 
Lutheran Indian Ministries for $1000 a year.  Shirley seconded.  It was moved and passed.  
Discussion followed on how to gather this support.  Doug moved that it be a combination of the 
free-will offering from the school children and a free-will offering from the congregation on 
Lutheran Indian Ministry Sunday.  The rest would be made up from the church budget.  This 
was seconded by Carol.  Motion passed. 

Stewardship:  Report is attached.  Alma suggested that due to the length of the meeting that 
we table the discussion on reorganizing the boards. 

Our next council meeting is scheduled for August 17th at 6 pm. 

Pastor Perry led us in closing prayer. 

It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  The meeting was adjourned at 
7:42 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jacki McCurley, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Change in Worship Schedule 

Effective Sunday, September 12, we will return to one church service at 9:00 AM, 

followed by Bible class and Sunday School at 10:30 AM in Luther Hall.  

Masks are required both in the sanctuary and in Luther Hall until the current 

mandate is lifted. 

If you have any questions, please contact Carol Moore in the church office. She 

can be contacted during regular office hours (9:00 AM to noon on Monday and 

Friday; 9:00 AM to 2:30 PM on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday) at (575) 

522-0465, or via email any time at secretary@missionlutheran.net. 
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Report Preparation Date:  August 16, 2021

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $19,600.00 $15,707.00 $19,600.00 $15,707.00

MLS Total $26,750.00 $19,770.15 $26,750.00 $19,770.15

Designated / Other $196.66 $3,609.57 $196.66 $3,609.57

$46,546.66 $39,086.72 $46,546.66 $39,086.72

    Expenses:

MLC Total $15,535.58 $13,324.30 $15,535.58 $13,324.30

MLS Total $24,845.82 $16,659.58 $24,845.82 $16,659.58

$40,381.40 $29,983.88 $40,381.40 $29,983.88$42,341.26

Net Difference $6,165.26 $9,102.84 $6,165.26 $9,102.84

       *Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2021 (Through August 15, 2021)

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,900.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,180.26$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $29,261.84

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $34,300.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: -$5,038.16

Assets / Liabilities

Fund Assets: Endowment (as of August 15, 2021)

Strasser (as of June 30, 2021)

Thrivent (as of July 31, 2021)

TOTAL

Current Assets: Checking (as of August 16, 2021)

LCEF Savings (as of August 16, 2021)
School Funds 7815.32
Youth Activity Funds $3,765.57

Staffeldt Scholarship $6,000.00

Mission Trip Support $496.73

           Total LCEF Savings Available

Liabilities: None

Comments:

TREASURER REPORT – AUGUST 2021 COUNCIL MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of July 2021 FY Through July 31, 2021

$117,282.36

$77,161.08

$414,882.94

$609,326.38

$46,525.79

$146,636.84

(minus 

designated 

funds) {
$128,559.22

$0.00

1.  Revenues lower due to MLC’s lower general contributions and MLS’ enrollment being 

about 75% of what is needed to meet budgeted revenues.

2.  Expenses lower due to MLC not yet fully completing the call process for a full-time 

pastor and MLS not yet having hired an administrator.  
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2021 

President Brad Springer Trustees Don Hallem 

Vice President TBD Christian Education Roberta Willett 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Sonya Perry 

Secretary Jacki McCurley Christian Service & Missions TBD 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Stewardship Alma Lorenz 

Elders, Chairman Jerry Stickles Day School Education Shirley Miller 

Elders, Vice-chairman TBD Fellowship Amie Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call: Jim Bonse (575) 526-8675 We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

Labor Day is Monday,  
September 7. 


