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Pastor’s Pen 

 At a time like this, when the Lord is calling me, your pastor and His 
servant, to another of His flock to be their pastor, at a time when you prepare to 
receive others of His servants to be your pastors, the heart overflows with many 
things.   

As many of you know, the book of Hebrews is one of my favorite books of 
God’s Word.  Of the several layers of mysteries which Hebrews unveils to us 
about God and the life He has given us in Christ Jesus, one of those mysteries is 
the mystical body of Christ, the holy Christian Church.  We come to it most 
clearly in Hebrews 11 and 12, where we see from the Holy Spirit’s words the 
multitude of believers who have gone before us, now in the visible presence of 
the Father, Son and Spirit, and of “innumerable angels,” these saints and angels 
so innumerable that together they look like a great, thick cloud, surrounding us 
(Heb. 12:1), with Christ Jesus sitting and standing in the center of us all and in 
the center of all things (Heb. 12:22-24)1.   
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Whenever we hear or read Hebrews 11, the “faith hall of fame,” of 
certain folks mentioned and described by name, we feel a swell of triumph in 
our souls, pleased over people like Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, 
Rahab, and others of Old Testament times.  What has often struck me in 
reading that chapter about those believers is that it doesn’t recall the 
moments in those folks’ lives when they were unfaithful to God, their 
moments of sin, of rebellion, of shameful episodes in their lives when they 
acted contrary to God’s Word.  We know they did those things, and we know 
what they did, because it’s all written about them in black and white in the 
Old Testament Scriptures for anybody to hear it.  Some of those episodes even 
took them for a season out of the kingdom of God until, by the rebuking 
Word, they repented and returned to the Lord in fears and tears.  But when 
Hebrews 11 speaks of them, its like all of those sins are forgotten and all that 
remains about them is what the Holy Spirit led them to do by faith in God’s 
promises.   

All of that to say this:  Over our years together by God’s design and 
calling, we experienced some less-than-holy things from each other, and we 
said or heard some things that we wish we hadn’t.  I, like some of you, 
carried in my heart for a while the wounds of our warring madness, and I 
struggled, like Jacob with the Lord, to forgive, as did you.  Somehow, by the 
grace of God, at a time like this, it’s like all of those things are forgotten and 
all that remains is what the Holy Spirit led us to do by faith in God’s promises, 
of how we loved each other, how we together believed in the Lord, and how 
the countenance of the Lord shone in our faces.  I myself did not anticipate 
that I would have this present experience of thinking back with such peace, 
love and joy.  But this I must say:  I have not matured to the point where I can 
look back at a previous time in my life, or ministry, and never have any 
regrets about it.  I really am a real sinner.  For those moments of missing the 
mark, of my sins of doing and saying what God’s Word forbids, and of my sins 
of failing to do what God’s Word commands me to do, each of which has hurt 
you, I am really, really, sorry.  We are led to fix our eyes on Jesus, whose 
blood cleanses us from all our sins, and we must walk forward by faith in 
Christ Jesus, our crucified and risen Savior. 

A time like this prompts much thanksgiving to God for you, His people.  I 
cannot say it more fittingly than how the Holy Spirit says it through the 
apostle Paul, from me to you: 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were enriched in 
him in all speech and all knowledge— even as the testimony about Christ 
was confirmed among you— so that you are not lacking in any gift, as 
you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you 
to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1:4-8).  

We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, 
because your faith is growing abundantly, and the love of every one of 
you for one another is increasing.  Therefore we ourselves boast about 
you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith … (2 
Thessalonians 1:3-4) 
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I have told others in other places, and I continue to say to others in other 
places, how Mission Lutheran Church and School is a beautiful gem of a 
congregation of saints!  And I will pray for your steadfastness in the faith, 
your holding to the great confession as we have and know it in our Church so 
blessed, for the steadfastness and increase of your love, and I am confident in 
God that you will.   

 Thank you for your love and care for our beloved sister in Christ, 
Lourdes Carabotta, my dearly departed wife and friend, who is now in glory.  
She loved you.   

Thank you for your love and care for our children and for me, your 
brothers and sister in Christ.  Thank you for your many continuous prayers for 
us!     

Thank you for laboring to be a congregation of saints which celebrates 
and gladly welcomes the preaching and teaching of God’s Word in its truth 
and purity and the right administration of His Sacraments according to Christ’s 
institution of them.  Thank you for your care for one another, for the saints in 
their needs.  Thank you for your support in heart, prayer, and help to the 
members of Mission’s dedicated staff of pastor, administrator, teachers, 
secretary and their assistants.  Thank you for the faithful use of the talents 
and abilities which God has given you in building up the body of Christ, the 
church.   

 As I shared with the elders in the last meeting that I had with them, I 
am so encouraged at the number of, the piety of, and the dedication of, the 
elders in the care of God’s people.  I am relieved in heart by their adherence 
to God’s Word and to our Confessions and by their serious love for the Lord 
and for God’s people.  I rejoice over their honoring the integrity of both the 
Pastoral Office and the Priesthood of the Believers.  Thank you to all of the 
brothers who in the past have served as elders in our congregation.  Thank 
you for your prayers for them.    

I am astounded and touched at the dedication and diligence of Mission’s 
professional teachers and staff, and of Mission’s volunteer staff of Sunday 
school teachers, leaders, elders, musicians, and servants of the congregation.  
Thank you, all staff, leaders and servants!   

Thank you to all of the parents who entrust our teachers and pastor in 
the education of their children in the Word of the Lord and in knowledge.  
Thank you for your support of our school ministry, understanding how vital it 
is to your children and to the good of our communities in which they will 
venture at God’s leading.   

Thank you to our Lutheran Women’s Missionary League of dedicated 
ladies who help and support missions, missionaries, members and ministries of 
Mission Lutheran Church and School and beyond.  How so very neat that our 
LWML has begun Bible studies by way of video-conferencing, enabling young 
and older women to participate by video and phone, so that regardless of 
whatever circumstances arise, they are sharing the Word with one another, 
building each other up and reaching more ladies and girls with the Gospel!  I 
think that is so neat!   
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Stewardship 
 
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” asked the rich young ruler. Jesus said, “You 
know the commandments.” And the ruler replied, “All these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus 
said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” (Luke 18:18–22) 

As we listen to this, one question is raised in our minds: Is Jesus speaking to us also or only to the 
rich young ruler? In other words, is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and give it to the poor? As 
good Lutherans, we answer: No! But why? Why should we not sell all that we have and distribute it 
to the poor?  

The simplest explanation is this: If we sold everything we have, our wife and our children would be 
neglected. In other words, to sell everything we have and give it to the poor would ignore, even 
abandon, those whom God has placed in our care. Our money, everything we have, is not to be used 
solely for the church. But that doesn’t mean it isn’t to be used for the purpose God intends.  

Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which we live and are to be of service to our 
neighbors. These stations are the church, the family, and society. We are members of all three of 
these by birth.  

• We are born into the church by water and the Word of God, and our duties to others in the 
church arise from either our birth into the church or the birth of others by Baptism into it. 

• We are born into a family, and our duties to others stem from either our birth into that family or 
the birth of others into our family. 

Finally, we are born into society, which is simply a further extension of our birth into our family. The 
duties we have toward other members of society come from either our birth or the birth of others 
into the same society. 

All that we have and all that we are is to be pressed into service for the church, the family, and 
society. If we were to sell all we have and give only to one, the other two would be neglected, and 
our duties toward them would falter.  

So consider your life and all that you have in light of these three stations. You pay taxes to support 
and help those in society. You provide food, clothing, and shelter for the members of your family. 
You save for college for your children. 

But the one station that is usually thought of last is the church. Since the needs of the family and 
society are more immediate, the church is often given what is left over. This is not how it should be. 
Rather, we are to give of our first fruits – the best from off the top – even as Abel gave the best of 
his flock.  

This requires forethought and intent. It means that you sit down and make a plan for what you will 
give from the beginning. It means sticking to it even when it seems there are other more immediate 
and pressing things.  

This is all the more necessary now as we enter into periods of time while giving is low due to high 
unemployment or restrictions on meeting in church to give. If we love God, his gifts of forgiveness 
given through the means of grace we receive at church and only at church, then we will support the 
church just as we love our country and our family.  

For all that we have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious and giving God. He spared no 
expense for us and our salvation. He gave up His Son into death so that our sins are forgiven, and we 
will live. What is more, He provides for all that we need for this body and life. And our lives in this 
world, among these three spheres of the church, the family, and society, are to mirror the 
generosity of the one who gave us life in all three by birth. 

Don’t let the church, your divine family, be ignored or even an afterthought. The church is nurturing 
you, bringing you up in salvation by Word and Sacrament for eternal life.  

 

LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
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Angel Scholarship Awards for 2020-21! 

Applications were submitted by Mission Lutheran School families in May for the upcoming 
2020-21 school year. The committee met, reviewed all applications and had the delightful 
task of awarding Angel Scholarship Funds to students and their families! This year, 17 
students from 12 families applied and were awarded a total of $13,900! Students and 
families received notice of their awards early in June. 

Congratulations to the following students and families!: 

Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  Truly I tell you, anyone 

who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never 
enter it.  (Luke 18:15-17) 

• Peyton Craine 

• Paisley Craine 

• Nickolas  Cooper 

• Abigail Fuentes 

• Alejandro Fuentes 

• Ethan Myers 

• Gabriella Lopez 

• Elena Marquez 

• Benjamen Micklevitz 

• Liam Poppy 

• Katie Poppy 

• Avery Richards 

• Joshua Rodriguez 

• Kellan Rodriguez 

• Clementine Smith 

• Scarlett Vigil 

• Grayson Vigil 

Your donations to the Angel Scholarship Program made these awards possible. The Angel 
Scholarship Program is funded completely by donation. Funds received now through May 1, 
2021 will be distributed next year to more Mission Lutheran School students. Are you 
interested in making a donation to this fund? Do you know someone who may be interested 
in making a donation? Please contact the school: (575) 532-5489, office@mlschool.net. 
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

July.  

May God continue to bless you.  

July Birthdays 

July Anniversaries 

  Date 

Guericke Le 1 

Peña Johnathan 1 

Vandiver Verline 1 

Eggebraaten Noah 4 

Aguilera Oscar Yeshua 8 

Peña Jacinya 8 

Martin Mary 9 

Staffeldt Ruth 11 

Weber Susan 11 

Moore Carol 15 

Roof Toni 15 

Wood Ben 15 

Steinhaus Phyllis 21 

Scott Peggy 23 

Eggebraaten Emmaus Rensen 28 

  Date # of Years 

Martin Ken & Mary 5 34 

Hallem Don & Janis 17 16 

Scaling Robert & Beverly 17 49 

White Harvey & Jan 19 52 

Krohn Mark & Amy 25 39 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Council Meeting 
May 12, 2020 

 

President Greg Fant called the meeting to order at 6:38 p.m.  Attending were Greg Fant, Brad 
Springer, John Guenther, Carol Moore, Pastor Carabotta, Fran Gunderson, Robert Smits, Doug Lorenz, 
Amie Springer, Megan Wood, Mark Krohn, Alma Lorenz, Roberta Willet, Jan Peyton., and guests Mary 
Martin, Jerry Stickles, Jim Bonse, Tom Willet, Harvey White, and Eric Gunderson. 

Pastor Carabotta led the opening devotion based on Hebrews Chapter 3. 

This special session of Council was called to discuss plans for resuming services as COVID-19 
restrictions are eased. 

The Board of Elders have developed a phased approach to resuming services.  Pastor Carabotta led the 
discussion by introducing each phase.  Phase 1 continues the current YouTube videos of services for 
the remainder of May.  During these weeks, the church building and Luther Hall would be cleaned and 
readied.  Phase 2, for the month of June, multiple services would be scheduled each weekend, both 
Saturday and Sunday, to allow the social distancing desired.  These services would be abbreviated, no 
Psalm, no children’s message, and no live music or hymns.  Pastor would conduct the service without 
Elders or Acolytes.  One service each weekend would be filmed and made available for later viewing.  
Phase 3, for the month of July, continues the multiple services, still abbreviated, and incorporates 
the Lord’s Supper.  Phase 4 is left open for later discussion once we have experience, refined the 
process, and have further clarification of possible continued restrictions required by the State. 

Council conducted thorough and focused discussion for all phases.  For Phase 1, it was decided that 
Doug Lorenz would schedule the cleaning and sanitization of the church building and Luther Hall. 

Phase 2, the resumption of services, though abbreviated, generated significant discussion and 
suggestion surrounding how to maintain distancing.  The Elders suggested that every other pew be 
roped off and not used.   This would leave seven pews per side for use.  Then, one family per pew, or 
possibly a single person at each end, would be seated.  At this time, we do not know how, or if, the 
State’s restrictions will be modified, but most felt that 14 pews would likely suffice.  The Elders 
suggested two services each day, Saturday and Sunday, suggesting 8:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. for 
Sunday. 
 
   The Elders suggested that attendance at the weekend services be scheduled alphabetically by last 
name.  Several felt that this would be a hardship for some, especially those who cannot drive.  There 
was a suggestion to survey the congregation to determine who is ready to attend services and when 
they would wish to attend.  This idea was accepted, and it was determined that Google Forms would 
be an efficient application to use for the survey.  Greg Fant volunteered to draft an introductory 
letter and the survey.  After review by Council members, he would finalize the draft and work with 
Mary Martin to load the survey into Google Forms.  An email with a link to the survey would be sent 
using Carol Moore’s distribution list.  Once the survey process is complete, the Elders would follow-up 
with those not responding. 
 
   Megan Wood noted that COVID-19 cases in Dona Ana County are rising in areas near Texas, where 
restrictions are relaxed and businesses are opening up.  Greg Fant said that we have been blessed, as 
no member of our congregation has been diagnosed with the virus.  He told us that, while God is 
always with us, we need to be prepared for one of our own to become infected. 
   At this meeting, nothing can be finalized until the Governor establishes guidelines moving forward, 
which is anticipated by May 15.  This would allow further discussion at Council’s monthly session 
scheduled for next Tuesday, May 19. 
 
   Doug Lorenz asked if we could use live streaming for one of the services so that members and 
friends could attend via website.  Doug will research live streaming services to determine the viability 

Continued on next page  
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of this option.  Mary Martin asked him to include research on the use of a swivel camera, which might 
make the filming process easier. 

Phase 3 is the same as Phase 2 with the addition of the Lord’s supper.  The Communion portion of the 
service will not be video recorded.  One family on each side would receive Communion at a time.  
Pastor would perform the Communion service without Elder assistance, each person receiving a wafer 
and then an individual cup.  Pastor would wear a mask and wash his hands before and after each family 
receives Communion.   
   Mark Krohn asked why Communion was delayed to Phase 3.  Robert Smits said that the Elders desired 
to work out the details of gathering together during Phase 2 before adding the complexity of 
Communion. 

 John Guenther noted that collecting contributions was not specifically addressed.  He suggested that 
plates be placed at the end of the two exiting aisles for this purpose. 

Jim Bonse asked how we might include Andy Perry as we phase-in.  We have not been able to hold a 
Voters’ meeting to discuss the possible call to Andy to serve as Associate Pastor at MLC.  It was noted 
that Andy continues to teach and any move to Austin, TX, is still anticipated in 2-3 years.  President 
Fant asked Brad Springer to research MLC by-laws to determine if we can include Andy without a full 
Voters’ meeting. 

Alma Lorenz asked if Greeters would have a role during this time or if that function would be deferred.  
Megan Wood said that someone should be there to explain the social distancing required.  Robert Smits 
said that the Elders should be discussing this with their care groups. 

Next Tuesday, May 19, is Council’s regular meeting, at 6:30 p.m. using Zoom conferencing.  We 
anticipate further direction from the Governor prior to that meeting. 

Pastor Carabotta led us in closing devotion, ending with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Janice F. Peyton, Secretary 
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Report Preparation Date: June 10, 2020

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $24,000.00 $20,207.00 $230,400.00 $220,306.22

MLS Total $17,190.00 $2,940.35 $190,000.00 $186,848.02

Designated / Other $125.00 $106.91 $1,375.00 $7,906.68

$41,315.00 $23,254.26 $421,775.00 $415,060.92

    Expenses:

MLC Total $14,532.31 $11,432.81 $174,627.55 $162,912.79

MLS Total $20,047.68 $17,484.15 $239,695.00 $235,954.86

$34,579.99 $28,916.96 $414,322.55 $398,867.65

Net Difference $6,735.01 -$5,662.70 $7,452.45 $16,193.27

*Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2020 (Thru June 7, 2020):

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,800.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,589.71$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $229,655.22

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $235,200.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: -$5,544.78

Assets / Liabilities (As of June 10, 2020):

Fund Assets: Endowment (as of June 9, 2020)

Strasser (as of March 31, 2020)

Current Assets: Checking

LCEF Savings

MLS $26,889.03

(minus     Sabbatical $8,673.62
designated) Youth Activity $1,928.97

           Total Savings Available

Liabilities: Mortgage Loan

Notes:

$79,288.88

$26,936.66

1.  MLC general contributions via mail-in have done well during the virus shutdown.

TREASURER'S REPORT – 2
nd

 QUARTER 2020 VOTERS MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of May 2020 FY Thru May 31, 2020

$98,554.55

$47,893.47

2.  Overall positive financial results helped by $10,000 donation early in the year and by the 

cost of fixing the kitchen drain in Luther Hall being  far less than anticipated.

3.  MLS did not collect tuition for the month of May.

$46,491.25

$116,780.50
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2020 

President Greg Fant Trustees Doug Lorenz 

Vice President Brad Springer Christian Education Roberta Willett 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Alma Lorenz 

Secretary Jan Peyton Christian Service & Missions Fran Gunderson 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Stewardship Mark Krohn 

Elders, Chairman Robert Smits Day School Education Megan Wood 

Elders, Vice-chairman TBD Fellowship Amie Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call: Robert Smits (575) 496-9479  We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

Happy 4th of July! 


