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Important Dates: 

May 10: Mother’s Day 

May 11: WINGS-LWML Bible study via Zoom 

May 15: Last day of school for MLS  

 

Vacation Bible School, originally 
scheduled for June 8-12, has been 

canceled 

MISSION FRONTIERS 
Mission Lutheran Church, Las Cruces, NM 

Pastor’s Pen 

Greetings to you all, in the name of our risen and ever-present Lord, Jesus Christ! 

Thus far we have journeyed, though apart in body but together in spirit, through this COVID-
19 plague.  I have pondered over this time in which we find ourselves, as all of you have.  
Although none of us have ever lived in a time of plague that has elicited nationwide and 
worldwide response as this has, we are not the first generation to have faced a nationwide 
response to plague.  Over the last several weeks, we have been reminded of the Spanish flu of 
1918 which killed 50 million people!  One other plague of note was the bubonic plague.  From 
what I have learned so far, the bubonic plague was first recorded as having arrived during the 
reign of Justinian, in the years A.D. 541 and 542, affecting the Byzantine Empire and other 
places.  It went dormant for 800 years, and then reappeared at different periods from 1347 to 
1750 in different parts of the world.  Our forbears in each century previous to us have 
experienced devastation on a grand scale from these and other plagues.   
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In reading Martin Luther’s letter to the Reverend Johann Hess, pastor at Breslau, 
which he wrote in 1527 while the bubonic plague was raging in Wittenberg, answering 
his question of whether a Christian may flee from a deadly plague, we find several 
interesting historical details in his words1.  He wrote this letter expecting that it 
would be published and widely distributed in many places, which it was.  While at 
various moments throughout his letter Luther attributes the infection of the plague at 
Wittenberg (and other places) to God’s decision to inflict discipline on a population of 
people, at the same time he says this interesting statement: “Our plague here in 
Wittenberg has been caused by nothing but filth.  The air, thank God, is still clean and 
pure, but some few have been contaminated because of the laziness and recklessness 
of some.”  I find it fascinating that, not only in the 1500s but also in the first few 
centuries A.D., people had an understanding of the need to clean the streets, harbors, 
incoming ships, homes, etc., to either prevent, slow or reverse the spread of 
pestilences.   

Hear this other advice and description from Luther as he writes in 1527 to his friend, 
and see if this sounds like something written only a few weeks ago in 2020: 

Use medicine; take potions which can help you; fumigate house, yard, and street; 
shun persons and places wherever your neighbor does not need your presence or 
has recovered2, and act like a man who wants to help put out the [fire of a] 
burning city.  What else is the epidemic but a fire which instead of consuming 
wood and straw devours life and body?  You ought to think this way: “Very well, by 
God’s decree the enemy has sent us poison and deadly offal3.  Therefore I shall ask 
God mercifully to protect us.  Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer 
medicine, and take it.  I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not 
needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance infect and 
pollute others, and so cause their death as a result of my negligence.  If God 
should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done what he has 
expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death 
of others.  If my neighbor needs me, however, I shall not avoid place of person but 
will go freely, as stated above.[”]4  See, this is such a God-fearing faith because it 
is neither brash nor foolhardy and does not tempt God5.    

What was the latest advice that I heard from a reputable doctor and expert in world 
epidemiology when considering how to go about reopening businesses and 
organizations and going to work?  Wash your hands many times a day, stay at home if 
experiencing symptoms and seek the care of a doctor, and practice social distancing 
and the other personal measures that we have been urged to follow.  Age-old wisdom, 
still timely in times of pestilence (cf. Ecclesiastes 1:1-11).  

At the moment of publishing and sending out this newsletter, we will be approaching 
the time when we will very soon “re-open” as a society here in New Mexico.  Other 
states have already done so.  While I wish that May 1st had been the date for resuming 
previous activity, our governor’s administration has said we must wait until May 15th.  
Still, Lord willing and no unforeseen disaster hits, we will join again in the Services of 
God’s house soon, and that reality is the point of the remainder of this exhortation to 
all of you, my brothers and sisters in Christ.   

We will have to face being a society of people, and a congregation of believers, 
without having a vaccine against COVID-19; Lord willing, a vaccine will become 
available but it’s not likely to be available for quite some time.  We should commend 
each other and think honorably of our neighbors that we have taken measures to 
prevent the spread of this pestilence.  At the same time, we should reopen in-person 
Services in God’s house as a congregation and our workplaces in society following 
those precautions which we know very well, but we should do so without undue fear.  
Things will be different in our society for several months to come, but an in-person 
society we must be.   

Continued on next page 
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Discussion among our congregation’s Council and Board of Elders and myself, your 
pastor, have been and continue to take place about how we will organize Divine Services 
and Services of the Word while applying the precautions that are helpful to our own and 
our neighbors’ safety.  Again, things will be a little different with social distancing and 
other precautions which must be consistently applied, but in God’s house we will gather 
as a congregation.  Some of those precautions include the quarantining of oneself if he 
or she experiences any of the following symptoms: 

Cough, 
Fever, 
Flu-like symptoms, 
Trouble breathing, 
Shortness of breath, 
The loss of the sense of smell, 
The loss of the sense of taste, 
Sore throat, 
Allergy-like symptoms, 
Headaches, 
Body aches, 
Gastro-intestinal upset symptoms, 
Chest pain. 
 

If you are having any of these symptoms, please speak immediately with your doctor to 
find if you should be tested to rule out Coronavirus.     

 

And now I mention something that we should hear more of, and that is to trust one 
another to assess whether or not to attend Services when we do resume them in God’s 
house.  To strike the same balance of counsel which Luther gives in his historical letter:   

• If any of us takes the precaution to not attend Services for whatever reasons specific 
to one’s individual safety, all of us will respect that decision, and I and the elders 
will adjust individual ministry to you, but it will help to hear from you promptly of 
your decision so that we can make such individual plans of ministry promptly;  

• Those of us who decide to refrain from in-person attendance must not judge those 
who follow the helpful precautions (many of which I mentioned above) and who come 
to the Services of God’s house.  Again, we will take the necessary precautions and 
make the necessary adjustments in order to be mutually supportive of each other’s 
safety.    

 

As we make responsible arrangements for the Services of God’s house, we become more 
understanding of the fuller meaning of that familiar psalm during this time of pestilence 
and precautions: 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
 
    He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

He leads me beside still waters.  
 
    He restores my soul. 

He leads me in paths of righteousness 

    for his name's sake. 

Continued on next page 
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Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

   I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; 

    your rod and your staff, 

    they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 

    in the presence of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil; 

    my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

    all the days of my life, 

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 

    forever (Psalm 23).  
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Robert Carabotta 

         

 
1One can find this letter in full in the Lutheran Witness at https://blogs.lcms.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/03/Plague-blogLW.pdf 

2By this Luther means that if a person had fallen sick with the plague, in his time of need he will need 
others to nurse him to health. But after he has recovered, he is strong enough to take care of himself and 
should then quarantine himself and not admit others into his presence in the event that he might still be 
contagious. 

3By “the enemy” Luther means the devil, and by “offal” he means rubbish.   

4From the context of what Luther says prior to these statements, he means that if a neighbor is sick and 
has no one to help him, then we should run to help him recover and to console him. 

5That is, being brash and foolhardy and tempting God by not taking any precautions to prevent infection to 
oneself or to others. 

 

https://blogs.lcms.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Plague-blogLW.pdf
https://blogs.lcms.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Plague-blogLW.pdf
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Please join your church family for these opportunities for 

prayer as we connect while we are physically apart: 

Praise and Prayer Hour – Every Thursday beginning at 6:45 am  

Contact Greg Fant to be added to the Zoom call, which can be accessed with 

audio and video via Smartphone, Ipad or computer OR with just audio by 

phone 

Please note the later time so that more may join in! 

Prayer for Mission Lutheran School--Thursday mornings from 7:45am-7:55 am. 

This we will re-establish in May as a Zoom meeting.  

This is a time of prayer for our school staff, students and parents. 

Contact Alma Lorenz to be included in the Zoom call 

Monday morning prayer—join with prayer coordinators at 10am-10:30am each 

Monday on Zoom beginning in May 

Contact Alma Lorenz to be included in the Zoom call 

Although we always pray for current prayer needs within and outside our 

church family, weekly prayer focuses include: 

First Monday – Missions and Fellowship 

Second Monday—Christian Education 

Third Monday—Prayers for Pastor Carabotta, Candidate Andy Perry 

and other pastors 

Fourth Monday—Worship and Support 

    



 6 

Stewardship 
 
Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. “For I have given you an example, that you 
also should do just as I have done to you.( ”John 13:15) We cannot give our lives for the 
salvation of the world, of course. Praise God – that job’s already done! 
 
But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given us, we can follow Jesus’ 
example of generous giving. And this is not merely an example alone. It’s also our Lord’s 
command. “The one who contributes, (let him give) in generosity.” (Rom. 12:8) 
 
So, when we give to help others who are in need, and when we bring offerings to the Lord, 
we should strive to heed His command and follow the pattern He has established for us. 
Jesus did not give us leftovers. He gave His best. So, we should not give leftovers, either, 
but the first and best of what He has given us. Jesus did not give as an afterthought, but 
according to the plan of salvation God established from the foundation of the world. 
 
So, when it comes to our offerings to the Lord, we should make a thoughtful plan to give 
generously, in proportion to the way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian Christians, 
who gave according to their ability – and even beyond their ability (2 Cor. 8:3) – we can and 
should give a generous portion of the income that God provides us to honor the Lord. 
 
So also, we should give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no compulsion 
involved in our works of love and our offerings to the Lord. Nor do we give grudgingly. We 
should give freely and cheerfully because we want to out of thanksgiving. “Each as he 
purposes in his heart,” as the Lord says. (2 Cor. 9:7) There is no New Testament 
ceremonial law involved here. Rather, we are free to give as generously as our Savior has 
given for us. 
 
In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of love – love for Him and for 
our neighbor. Genuine love is always love in deed (1 John 3:18), love such as Jesus 
showed us all.  It is love that sees our neighbor in need and gives generously to help him. It 
is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does what it says. If we truly love, we give 
generously. If we give without love, our giving is not truly following Jesus. 
 
Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good purpose to thank the Lord 
and support His gospel ministry and other works of mercy. The people of Israel gave 
generously for the service of God’s gospel purposes, to construct and support the operation 
of the tabernacle. For that was the place where the Lord received the Old Testament 
sacrifices, through which He bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His people. So, they gave 
abundantly – so abundantly that they had to be told to stop giving. (Ex. 36:5-6) 
 
In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s work of 
bestowing His gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation in our congregations through the 
preaching and teaching of His Word, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. We should support 
the Lord’s work of caring for those who are poor and needy. 
 
Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, with thankful 
hearts, rededicate ourselves to following Him in generosity. 

 
 

LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
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Fundraising for Youth Attending  

the “Higher Things” Conference 
 

Several youth members of our congregation will be attending the “Higher 
Things” Conference at Fort Collins, CO, this summer. This is an awesome  
opportunity for our youth to fellowship with youth from other congregations. 

In order to allay the costs of attending, the youth are willing to provide a 
number of services to our church family members and friends any time be-
tween now and June 20th. If you have a need for any of the following, please 
contact Erin Nicholson: 

Yard work 
Dog washing/walking 
Car washing 
Manual labor 
Meal preparation 
Household chores 

Please be as generous as you are able with your donations! Checks should be 
made out to Mission Lutheran church with “Higher Things” written on the 
memo line.  

If you have any questions, please contact Erin at (512) 571-7505 or via email 
at erin.mn1482@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:erin.mn1482@gmail.com
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

May.  

May God continue to bless you.  

May Birthdays 

May Anniversaries 

Willett Tom 5 

Micklevitz Chris 8 

Radke Irma 10 

Shaw Ashley 10 

Lyons 
Alexan-
der 11 

Lenahan Joanne 12 

White Harvey 15 

Bork Fred 19 

Lusk Janet 19 

Carrera-Little Jeamy 26 

Wood Megan 27 

Mailander Kathy 29 

Martin Ken 31 

  Date # of Years 

Bonse Jim & Sonja 22 49 

Fant Greg & Beth 22 38 

Wood Ben & Megan 24 17 

Gunderson Eric & Fran 29 50 



 9 

MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Council Meeting 
March 31, 2020 

 

President Greg Fant called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.  Attending were Greg Fant, Brad 
Springer, John Guenther, Carol Moore, Pastor Carabotta, Fran Gunderson, Doug Lorenz, Amie 
Springer, Megan Wood, Mark Krohn, Alma Lorenz, Robert Smits, Roberta Willet, Jan Peyton., and 
guest Mary Martin. 

Pastor Carabotta led opening devotion based on Habakkuk, Chapter 3. 

The minutes of the March 17, 2020, meeting were approved as emailed. 

Action Items: 

COVID-19:  Since our Governor has extended the stay-at-home order through April 30, it was quickly 
agreed that we would continue to suspend services and activities through the end of April.  All 
members agreed that Council would continue to meet via Zoom conferencing until the Government 
order is lifted.  Pastor has received positive feedback on the video-recorded services. 

Pastor’s Pantry:  Food banks are experiencing a high number of requests.  Since our church building is 
closed while services are suspended, Greg asked if we should transfer the contents of our Pastor’s 
Pantry to other food banks that are still operating.  Fran Gunderson indicated that our shelves are full 
and six bags are ready for distribution.  Mary Martin said that the pantry from Faith Lutheran was 
transferred to our school building when the church closed.  After discussion, it was decided to donate 
the items in Mission’s Pastor’s Pantry to the Aggie Pantry.  The food from Faith will be held in reserve 
for distribution to members of our congregation when needed, as many people are on furlough from 
their jobs at this time. 

Offerings:  Greg asked if there was a clear procedure for submitting offerings while the church 
building is closed.  Members have been told they can mail their offerings to the church.  Carol Moore 
retrieves the mail each afternoon, so checks will never be in the mailbox overnight and are held in the 
safe.  Eric Gunderson and Carol count offerings each week and Eric is depositing the funds weekly. 
   Discussion regarding online payment options included e-giving through Concordia Technologies 
Solutions, PayPal, and online banking.    Council decided that sending checks via mail or online 
banking are the preferred methods.  Carol Moore will send out information clarifying how to submit 
offerings. 

Covid relief bill and the school:  John Guenther will investigate to determine if Mission is a recipient 
of funds via the relief bill.  There is a conference call scheduled for April 2, 10 a.m., specifically 
addressing how churches are covered.  Pastor Carabotta and John plan to participate and will report 
back. 

Zoom Bible Studies:  There was a general feeling that we should try it.  Mary Martin has had 20 
participants online at the same time and it worked.  Greg said that they are going to try using Zoom 
for the Thursday 6:45 a.m. morning prayer on April 2.  If interested in participating, please let him 
know so he can provide the call-in link. 

Follow-up Regarding Faith:  The Sowing Seeds funds for Mission were received as a check for $50,190.  
John Guenther has deposited the funds in our Savings Account. 
   Faith chose to give their Thrivent Financial Investment fund to Mission Lutheran School.  The 
approximate value at this time is $302,000.  The Thrivent fund needs to be transferred to Mission to 
be managed and available for use by the school.  Attached is a proposal for the transfer and oversight 
of this fund.  Robert Smits moved, and Carol Moore seconded, that the proposal be accepted.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 

Mortgage:  John Guenther withdrew his request to draw on contributions to pay off the mortgage.  He 
will renew this request for discussion when the Governor’s stay-at-home order is lifted. 

Continued on next page  
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Voters:  There was a suggestion that a Voters’ Assembly meeting could be held via Zoom conferencing.  
After further discussion, knowing that not all Voters would have access to Zoom, Council decided that 
we could wait until May to hold a Voters’ meeting. 
   John Guenther has provided a Treasurer’s report and preliminary budget which is attached.  He said 
the budget is definitely a strawman and has lots of uncertainty in it, especially concerning the school 
administrator and the possible call to Andy Perry to serve as a worker priest, assistant pastor.  John 
asked everyone to  review this preliminary budget for discussion at our April Council. 

MLCS Website:  Mark Krohn confirmed that he is our contact with Laura Baumgartner.  Pastor 
Carabotta, Greg Fant and Amie Springer will be discussing the school’s website needs and strategies 
with Mary Martin. 

Other Business: 

Ben Wood joined Council briefly to tell us that he has resigned from the Board of Elders.  Greg thanked 
him for all his work, not only as an Elder, but also on behalf of the school, participation on the 
strategic planning taskforce, and much more. 

Higher Things is still planning to host the youth conference in June. 

Harvey White has agreed to join the Board of Elders. 

Pastor’s Report, which includes a CTCR letter on the matter of consecration and administration of the 
Lord’s Supper in time of this pandemic, is attached. 

Council agreed that our next meeting will follow the usual schedule, the third Tuesday of the month 
which is April 21, at 6:30 p.m.  We will meet via Zoom conferencing.  Greg will call an emergency 
meeting if the Governor changes her order before that scheduled meeting. 

Pastor Carabotta led us in devotion and we closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice F. Peyton, Secretary 
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Report Preparation Date: April 20, 2020

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $24,000.00 $19,120.00 $187,200.00 $173,419.22

MLS Total $16,515.00 $14,868.53 $156,295.00 $175,721.33

Designated / Other $125.00 $2,443.95 $1,125.00 $7,518.98

$40,640.00 $36,432.48 $344,620.00 $356,659.53

    Expenses:

MLC Total $13,212.34 $14,940.45 $146,212.19 $139,071.32

MLS Total $20,897.79 $19,829.31 $199,190.85 $200,225.47

$34,110.13 $34,769.76 $345,403.04 $339,296.79

Net Difference $6,529.87 $1,662.72 -$783.04 $17,362.74

*Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2020 (Thru April 20, 2020):

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,800.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,502.12$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $189,089.22

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $201,600.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: -$12,510.78

Assets / Liabilities (As of April 20, 2020):

Fund Assets: Endowment (as of April 20, 2020)

Strasser (as of March 31, 2020)

Current Assets: Checking

LCEF Savings

MLS $22,545.35

(minus     Sabbatical $8,673.62
designated) Youth Activity $1,528.97

Other $16.00

           Total Savings Available

Liabilities: Mortgage Loan

Notes:

$83,875.50

$27,920.87

1.  Overall surplus will diminish over the last two months of the fiscal year.

TREASURER'S REPORT – APRIL 2020 COUNCIL MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of March 2020 FY Thru March 31, 2020

$90,706.49

$47,893.47

2.  MLS will not collect elementary tuition for May and preschool tuition for April.  Will involve 

the refunding of some already collected tuition for those who had paid until the end of the year.

3.  MLC general contributions via mail-in are holding up very well despite the current 

conditions. 

$46,491.25

$116,639.44
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2020 

President Greg Fant Trustees Doug Lorenz 

Vice President Brad Springer Christian Education Roberta Willett 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Alma Lorenz 

Secretary Jan Peyton Christian Service & Missions Fran Gunderson 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Stewardship Mark Krohn 

Elders, Chairman Robert Smits Day School Education Megan Wood 

Elders, Vice-chairman TBD Fellowship Amie Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call: Harvey White (575) 640-1110 We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 10 


