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August 2021 

Important Dates: 

August 4: First day of school for elementary students 

August 8: Voters’ Assembly 

August 9: Pastor Cramm departs for South Sudan 

August 9: LWML Bible study 

August 11: First day of Preschool 
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Pastor’s Pen 

The Pastor’s Pen article will not appear again until God leads a new shepherd to 
serve our congregation. Stay tuned! 
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"The Little Things" 

James 5:16 - Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one 

another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great 

power as it is working. 

As Christians we bring our petitions before God. We believe our prayers are 

offered to a God who has the power to hear and answer us. He can heal and help 

those who are sick, aid us in times of trouble, and strengthen us when we or 

those we love are faced with bereavement or death. We read of the many 

prayers offered by figures in both the Old and New Testament. And, of course, 

we recall our Savior's prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane just hours before His 

crucifixion. 

 

Often, however, our faith in the power of prayer begins to waver, just a little, 

when we begin praying about the routine matters of daily living. We might find it 

hard to believe that God would help us in those things that seem beyond 

His scope of interest or that—if we were really honest about it—might be due to 

some mistake on our part. Oddly enough, we may have more faith in God's 

power to move mountains than in His willingness to be involved in the "little 

things" in our lives. 

 

The writer of the book of James reminds us that prayer offered sincerely to God 

can affect everything in the world and in our lives. If we have a God who knows 

when a sparrow falls to earth (see Matthew 10:29) and can number the hairs on 

your head (see Luke 12:7), then we certainly have a God who is interested in 

every aspect of our lives. 

 

God is not lofty and aloof, far removed from our anxious job search or stomach 

ache. He has shown this to us by the fact of Jesus Christ, His Son, becoming a 

Man. Jesus' infant birth, the taking on of our humanity by God's own Son, dispels 

any notion that God is not intimately interested in His creation. This event tells 

us that the Father is vitally concerned with all that we bring to Him in prayer. 

Continued on next page  

Prayer Ministry 
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So when you begin your day and five minutes into it you feel like you're already 

"behind the eight ball," but don't know why, bring it to God in prayer. When your 

concerns seem petty or inconsequential—but they're bugging you nonetheless—

take time out and pray about them. There is power in prayer—as well as clarity for 

your life and a heightened sensitivity to all the things others face in their lives, too. 

 

Let's face it, there are so many things that happen from day to day—and so many 

of them are beyond our control. When the apostle Paul tells us we're more than 

conquerors, through Him who loved us (see Romans 8), this victory is over 

everything that would separate us from God: the big and the little things. 

 

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, our lives are so cluttered. Teach us to bring it all 

to You in prayer. In Jesus' Name. Amen. 

From Lutheran Hour Ministries 
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“But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O 
Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: ‘Fear not, for I 
have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you 
are mine’” (Is. 43:1).  

Let’s start with a question: Of what will you be 

more likely to take greater care? Something you own? 
Or something that isn’t yours?  

This might be a slippery slope question for a devotion 
during a stewardship series based on God’s simple 
gifts. However, as one hears the words of our Lord 
through the prophet Isaiah, it is a question that does 
bring a great deal of comfort.  

As God plainly states through Isaiah, stewards that 
have been created and are being sustained by God 
have no reason to fear. Why? Because they belong to 
God! They are owned fully by Him. With His mighty 
power the Lord created them. By His amazing grace, 
He has redeemed them in the innocent suffering and 
death of His beloved Son Jesus! You, my friend in 
Christ, are doubly owned!  

God, as the Owner of all things by virtue of creation, 
sees you as a treasured possession. He promises never 
to hold out on you. He may not make you stupendous-
ly wealthy, incredibly intelligent or dashingly beautiful. 
But you do have the sure and certain promise that 
God IS with you. In Word and Sacrament, our Lord 
dwells with you, giving you His gifts of life and 
salvation!  

As one contemplates the simple gifts our Lord gives 
and how we might be called to share them with the 
Church for the Gospel and our neighbors for God’s 
glory, we need not fear. We have His promise that He 
will be with us. For this reason, we can indeed be 
extravagantly generous! We have the Lord’s promise! 
He will not abandon us.  

The faithful stewardship and generosity to which we 
are called is to be a confession of our trust in His 

promise. It isn’t always easy. But this is the stewardship to 
which we have been called. But it isn’t about us. It is all 
about the One who owns us! In Him we believe. In Him we 
trust. In Him we have no reason to fear. Because of Him we 
are free to be faithful stewards of all He has. It is for His 
glory and our neighbor’s benefit!  

Prayer  
Lord God, Creator and Redeemer of all things, there isn’t 
anything that our life in this world can throw at us that is 
bigger than You. Grant us Your grace to trust You in all 
things, including our financial stewardship for the sake of 
the Gospel. Drive away fear and grant us steadfast faith to 
trust You  

God’s Ultimate Gift of  

Redemption 
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Stewardship 
 
When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account of the widow’s mite 
(Luke 21:1–4). It’s a moving account. Our Lord praises the seemingly small gift of two copper 
coins given by a poor widow above the abundance of gifts given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I 
tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them” (Luke 21:3). And that is usually 
where we stop. But the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of their abundance, but 
she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4). 

“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing back. She 
trusted that the Lord who made her and all creatures; who gave her everything she had; 
who redeemed her from her own sin, from death, and the power of the devil; who called her 
by the gospel and enlightened her with His gifts of Word and Sacrament; would continue to 
do this. He would provide her with all that she needed for this body and life because that is 
the character of the God she had.  

But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was actually 
large. When we are tempted to give small gifts, it is precisely because we want them to be 
small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide for us. We give small gifts because we lack faith in 
the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and keeps us in the one true faith. We give 
small gifts because we doubt that God will really give us what we need and desire. We give 
small gifts because we are not content with what God has already given.  

We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant (Galatians 4). We 
are adopted sons of the free woman. And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs 
receive the inheritance. For everything is already ours in Christ. And thus, moved by the 
willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in financial matters far beyond all that done 
by those under the Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands.  

So, what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be your 
guide. 

We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 
1 Corinthians 16:1–2, 2 Corinthians 8:12). But you have not been set free to give nothing. 
See that you excel in the grace of giving (2 Corinthians 8:7)!  

We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God who gives us all 
good gifts, without generosity for our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without 
supporting the community of faith in which we live, without care for our spiritual fathers 
and those who teach and help raise our children in the faith, and without resources for the 
poor and needy. 

In short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God has given us only for us. 
For love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love 
God and love your neighbor (Matthew 22:34–40). We love because He first loved us. We give 
because He has given to us.  

Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There is 
a reason your 10 fingers spread apart. With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you 
need and let the rest fall through your fingers to your neighbors – your family, your friends, 
your community, your church. 

LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

August.  

May God continue to bless you.  

August Birthdays 

August Anniversaries 

  Date 

Honda Barbara 7 

Hauenstein Meribeth 8 

Spaman Lila 9 

Fant Greg 10 

Brennan Jeannine 11 

Echtenkamp Wade 11 

Helton Krista 13 

Ryan Vince 15 

Eisenbraun John 16 

Bartels Arlyn 20 

Carabotta Robert II 26 

Ryan Cheryl 27 

Gunderson Eric 29 

Spicka Chuck 31 

  Date # of years 

Wolf Nick & Codie 5 49 

Perry Andy & Sonya 10 36 

Ryan Vince & Cheryl 14 23 

Vandiver Donald & Verline 14 10 

Lorenz Doug & Alma 24 53 

Duever Doug & Pat 28 56 

Turk Richard & Olga 28 33 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Council Meeting 

June 15, 2021 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM. Present were Brad Springer, Roberta Willett, 
John Guenther, Pastor Cramm, Jerry Stickles, Doug Lorenz, Alma Lorenz, Amie Springer, 
Carol Moore and Shirley Miller. 
 
Pastor Cramm opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Carol Moore moved and Alma Lorenz seconded that the minutes of the May 18 meeting be 
approved as submitted. The motion passed. 
 
President: The Call Committee continues to make progress with all members working hard. 
A slate of 14 candidates was narrowed down to 6 and then to 4. The final 4 candidates will 
be interviewed on June 30 and July 1. A Voters’ meeting will then be held so that the Call 
Committee can present their findings. 
 
Regarding any continuing COVID restrictions, Brad Springer asked if there were additional 
changes that need to be made. Further discussion on this issue will be held in conjunction 
with the Elders’ report. The major outstanding issue is whether to continue with 2 services 
or go back to a single service. The Elders are recommending one service at 9:00 AM with 
Bible class following 15 minutes after the close of the church service and ending no later 
than 11:30 AM. The Elders will begin doing the Old Testament and Epistle readings and 
helping with communion beginning in July. Carol Moore related that Jacki McCurley 
expressed interest in having one service at 9:00 AM with which Carol agrees. However, 
Carol suggested that we not cut off Bible class at 11:30 but allow it to last until noon at 
the latest. 
 
John Guenther pointed out that there will be some interest in holding a Saturday service. 
Shirley Miller suggested that any such discussion be tabled until we have a full-time pastor. 
Carol Moore moved and Shirley Miller seconded that we adopt the Elders’ recommendation 
with a noon cut-off for Bible class, rather than 11:30. Alma Lorenz led us in prayer, and 
the motion passed. 
 
Regarding the Council slate for 2022, Brad pointed out that John Guenther will no longer 
continue as Treasurer since he will be moving out of state. It’s important to identify his 
replacement prior to the end of the calendar year so that the new treasurer will have time 
to work with John before he leaves. Brad encouraged us to keep the need to fill all of the 
officer and board positions in our minds and be thinking of recommendations for each 
position. We have also lost Jan White from the School Board and both Mark & Amy Krohn 
from the Board of Christian Service and Missions. Alma suggested that we look again at 
reducing the number of boards and Brad asked each of us to send suggestions along those 
lines. 
 
Pastor: Pastor Cramm has completed the adult confirmation class with Bobby & Michelle 
Craine and they will be accepted into membership soon. The Elders report contains other 
issues of importance. 
 
Elders: Blue prayer request slips are now available on a small table at the back of the 
church for people to use for special requests. These are to be handed to Pastor Cramm/
Rev. Perry before the beginning of church service. Prayer Ministry members will return to 
praying with the Pastor and elders prior to the service and with church members at the 
end of the service as needed. 
 
Treasurer: John is working on year-end reports and will send the Treasurer’s Report soon. 
The church is in good shape financially but it’s important that we get the school back up to 
full capacity over the next year or two. 

Continued on next page  
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School Board: Shirley Miller reported that there are 22 students enrolled so far in K – 5 and 3 so 
far in Pre-K. The search for a new Administrator continues. Enrollment caps that were put into 
place because of COVID have been removed. A replacement for Jan White is needed. 
 
Fellowship: Amie Springer reported that she is planning a celebration for Rev. Perry’s 
ordination, probably some time in July. She and Brad have offered their home for the 
celebration and Amie would like feedback on whether it would be best to hold it at church or 
at their home. 
 
Financial Secretary: Nothing new to report. 
 
Trustees: The trustees are waiting for bids on landscaping work needed behind the storage 
shed. In the meantime they continue to do maintenance chores as needed. 
 
Evangelism: in Sonya’s absence, Alma Lorenz reported that Sonya has been putting sayings on 
the church sign and will continue to change them every few weeks. 
 
Prayer Ministry: Alma reported that members will meet soon to discuss returning to previous 
activities such as praying with church members after church as needed. 
 
Christian Education: Nothing new to report. 
 
Christian Service and Missions: The Krohns have both resigned, leaving Amie as the only 
member of this board. Doug Lorenz sent out a memo recommending continued support of 
Lutheran Indian Ministries. Some questions were raised as to whether this is an efficient use of 
our funds as this is not a highly rated charity. Also, Shirley Miller reported that the Navajo 
Nation has pulled out of this organization for various reasons. Further investigation is needed 
before a decision is made. This will be discussed again at the July Council meeting. 
 
Carol Moore suggested that we need to determine if the food in the church pantry was donated 
to the school’s food drive. If not, we may need to donate it elsewhere before it is past its use-
by date. 
 
Website Survey: Amie Springer reported the results of the survey. Carol Moore requested that 
she send a copy so that Carol can include it with the minutes of the meeting. Amie will also 
reach out to Laura Baumgartner regarding updating our website. 
 
Stewardship: Alma reported that the board will meet soon and will include John Guenther if 
he’s available. 
 
New Business 
It was decided that we will continue our Council meetings via Zoom for the time being. 
 
Pastor Cramm led us in a closing prayer and the meeting adjourned at 7:10 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Moore (substituting for Jacki McCurley in her absence) 
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Report Preparation Date:  June 30, 2021

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $19,200.00 $18,452.00 $249,600.00 $254,310.21

MLS Total $100.00 -$1,364.05 $215,200.00 $115,616.15

Designated / Other $66.67 $0.00 $2,800.00 $3,666.63

$19,366.67 $17,087.95 $467,600.00 $373,592.99

    Expenses:

MLC Total $14,613.52 $8,594.27 $191,335.26 $136,724.24

MLS Total $16,189.66 $17,360.65 $265,597.37 $218,910.28

$30,803.18 $25,954.92 $456,932.63 $355,634.52$42,341.26

Net Difference -$11,436.51 -$8,866.97 $10,667.37 $17,958.47

       *Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2021 (Through June 30, 2021)

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,800.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,890.58$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $254,310.21

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $249,600.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: $4,710.21

Assets / Liabilities

Fund Assets: Endowment (as of June 30, 2021)

Strasser (as of June 30, 2021)

Thrivent (as of June 30, 2021)

TOTAL $608,242.61

Current Assets: Checking (as of June 30, 2021)

LCEF Savings (as of June 30, 2021)
School Funds 24944.56
Youth Activity Funds $3,565.57

Mission Trip Support $3,593.00

           Total LCEF Savings Available

Liabilities: None

Comments:

TREASURER REPORT – FINAL STATUS for FISCAL YEAR 2020-21

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of June 2021 FY Through June 30, 2021

$116,198.59

$77,161.08

$414,882.94

$45,897.56

$146,605.21

(minus 

designated 

funds) {
$114,502.08

$0.00

1.  Lower school revenues offset by lower expenses for church/school leave us with positive 

current overall cash flow for the fiscal year.
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2021 

President Brad Springer Trustees Don Hallem 

Vice President TBD Christian Education Roberta Willett 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Sonya Perry 

Secretary Jacki McCurley Christian Service & Missions TBD 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Stewardship Alma Lorenz 

Elders, Chairman Jerry Stickles Day School Education Shirley Miller 

Elders, Vice-chairman TBD Fellowship Amie Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call:  We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

Mission Lutheran School begins 
on August 4th. 


