
   

 

In this issue: 

• Prayer Ministry 

• Stewardship 

• Birthdays and Anniversaries 

• Council Meeting minutes 

• Treasurer’s report 

 

October 2021 

Important Dates: 

October 3: LWML Sunday 

October 9: LWML Fall Rally at Trinity in Alamogordo 

October 11: LWML meeting in Luther Hall 

October 11-23: Fall Break for MLS 

October 29: Special Chapel to celebrate Reformation Day 

October 31: Reformation Day 

MISSION FRONTIERS 
Mission Lutheran Church, Las Cruces, NM 

Pastor’s Pen 

The Pastor’s Pen article will not appear again until God leads a new shepherd to 
serve our congregation. Stay tuned! 
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           As you come before our Lord in prayer, do you fall into a habit of always 

praying in a certain way, perhaps even slipping into mostly “Gimme” prayers, only asking the Lord for 

what you want?  I know I do at times.  Of course He wants us to ask for what we want, and He wants 

us to be in touch with Him both informally as we go through each day and as we are praying in a more 

thoughtful and intentional way.  When it comes to more intentional prayer, it helps me to consider 

many aspects of my relationship with our Lord.   Here are 7 “A” words that help me remember some 

of those.  You may wish to try them sometime in a more guided, intentional prayer.  Perhaps you’d 

prefer to make your own list of words that remind you of the different aspects of your prayer life and 

relationship with your Lord and Savior.   

cknowledgement:  How can we acknowledge God for who He is?  All-powerful creator?  Abba 

Father?  Holy?  Perfect?  All-loving?  [Proverbs 3:6 – In all your ways, acknowledge Him and He will 

make straight your paths. 1 Chronicles 16:29-30: “…Worship the Lord in the Splendor of His 

holiness; tremble before him all the earth.” ] 

doration:  How do we cherish our Lord?  [Psalm 8 – “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your 

name in all the earth!  You have set your glory above the heavens….”;] 

ppreciation:  What makes us thankful right now?  How is the Lord our provider today of more 

than we can ask or imagine?  Our salvation?  Our physical needs?  Protection?  Give thanks with a 

grateful heart!  [Hebrews 13:28 – ‘Therefore, let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be 

shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe”] 

pologize:  Like Paul, though we try to do those things we know are right, we do those things 

we don’t want to do…. We can have confidence that He forgives all our sin. [Psalm 139:23-24  

“Search me, O God and know my heart!  Try me and know my thoughts! And see if there be any 

grievous way in me and lead me in the way everlasting.”] 

Continued on next page  
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sk:  Yes! Indeed our Lord wants us to ask what we want or need and He wants us to intercede for 

others. [Matthew 6:8 – “…your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.”] 

cceptance:  We know our Heavenly Father to be all-wise, all-loving and we KNOW that He 

always has our best interest at heart—that He always answers our prayers according to His good and 

perfect will. [Isaiah 55:8-9 – For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 

declares the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways 

and my thoughts than your thoughts.”]  

doration:  We must praise Him for all that He is.  [Psalm 146:2 – “I will praise the Lord as long 

as I live…”] 
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Stewardship 
 
Why do we give? Is it simply because God commands us to? Or is there more to it? To be sure, the 
Word and instruction of God in the Bible says we should give, and this is sufficient to encourage us to 
give (Luke 6:38; Acts 20:35; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor. 8:7; Gal. 6:6). 

But there’s more to it than just obligation. We’re not just trying to fulfill a work of the law. We are 
bearing fruits of the Spirit given to us by our Father in heaven through His Son our Lord Jesus Christ. 
In other words, we’re not just doing what our Father said, we’re also doing what He did. 

Children emulate their parents. When they grow up, they often carry many of the same mannerisms 
and characteristics as their parents. But there is more to it than that. Children copy their parents 
even on a more mundane level. They watch how their parents cross their legs, how they fold their 
hands, how they stand and sit and walk, and how they do and say most everything. Then children try 
to copy it. 

This can be quite humorous when caught in the act. They do this even when parents don’t want 
them to. Everyone has been in the uncomfortable – and embarrassing situation – where a child does 
or says something one of their parents have done or said that is less than polite. Sitcoms thrive on 
these. It only works because of the truth that children emulate their parents, and they do it because 
they want to be like them. 

We are the children of God – by grace through faith. In Holy Baptism, God the Father declares of us 
what He declared of Jesus at His Baptism in the Jordan, “You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” God the Father claims us as His own. He takes away all our sins. In exchange, He gives us 
His righteousness, His purity, His holiness, and His Spirit – by which we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 

We are born again – born from above, born of water and the Spirit – to a new life in Christ as His 
children. We are sons of God in Christ through Baptism. Since we are sons, we are heirs who share in 
the glory of the Son of God. The inheritance is ours because of the Father’s grace, mercy, and 
generosity in sending His Son in time to save us for all eternity. 

This is why we give generously of our income to the work of the church. We want to be like our 
heavenly Father. We want to emulate His generosity by being generous ourselves. We give to the 
work of the church because we have witnessed the generous giving of our Father in heaven. 

More than that, we are recipients of it. It is because we have received our Father’s gifts that we 
desire to give ourselves. His gifts are not just spiritual. They are temporal and earthly as well. As 
Luther’s Small Catechism teaches in the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer: 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers, even 
to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to 
receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.  

What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support 
and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, 
money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers, devout and 
faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, 
good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like. 

In other words, He gives us everything that we need for the care of both body and soul. His 
generosity knows no bounds. 

Therefore, we sit down at the beginning of the year, the beginning of the month, or the beginning of 
the week and set aside a generous portion of God’s daily bread for His work in the church. This is not 
done because He has commanded us so to do but rather because we, as His children by grace, want 
to emulate His generosity in our own lives. He is our Father; we are His children. And children want 
to be like their parents. 

 
LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

October.  

May God continue to bless you.  

October Birthdays 

October Anniversaries 

  Date 

Eisenbraun Joanie 3 

Poppy Mark 4 

Fant Beth 5 

Guenther John V. 9 

Mueller Barbara 9 

Waters Yvonne 9 

Smits Robert 10 

Turk Ryan 12 

Peyton Jan 18 

Buls Karen 20 

Aguilera Jeannette 23 

Duever Doug 23 

Lee Winnie 24 

Staffeldt Scott 30 

  Date # of years 

Johnson JR & Karen 8 61 

Carrera-Little Jerry & Amy 15 33 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Meeting 

August 17, 2021 

 

President Brad Springer called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  Attending were Brad 
Springer, John Guenther, Carol Moore, Jerry Stickles, Shirley Miller, Doug Lorenz, Alma 
Lorenz, Roberta Willett, Amie Springer, Jacki McCurley and guest Mary Martin. 

Brad Springer led us in opening prayer. 

The minutes of the July 20th meeting were approved. 

President:   

Brad said the call documents are almost completed in the portal.  He just needs the 
compensation section.  John presented a compensation support tool.  He recommends 
combining the salary and housing allowance at $65,000.  We pay their entire benefits at 
about $18,000 a year.  The mileage allowance for business will be figured at the IRS rate.  
Doug moved to have $70,000 for the salary.  Carol seconded.  Discussion followed over the 
amounts and finished with a prayer.  Motion carried with one nay.   

Brad moved to include visit and moving expenses as the same for the agenda.  It was 
seconded by Carol and motion carried.  Brad moved that we include up to $12000 for 
moving expenses.  It was seconded with discussion following.  Motion carried. 

Brad brought up the action to reorganize the Council and Boards.  We would look at going 
to four boards and more committees.  This reorganization would give the Vice President 
something to do other than fill an election slate, have fewer council members and 
members would not have to run for election to serve on committees.  It was moved to 
authorize Carol to draft a red line for the reorganization of the boards for the 
Constitution.  It was seconded by Alma.  A comment was made that we change only the by
-laws to read ¾ instead of 2/3.  Motion carried.  This item is tabled for further discussion 
as the drafts are made. 

Brad has appointed Eric Gunderson to serve the remaining term of Tom Willett as elder. 

Brad and Amie have been in touch with Laura Baumgartner for fees and what to do on the 
church website.  More information will be given at our next meeting. 

Elder’s Report:  Report is attached.   

Treasurer’s Report:  Report is attached.  Brad Mueller has offered to serve as Treasurer.  
John will begin working with him on the bookkeeping.  

School Board:  They have been meeting via ZOOM.  The Staffeldt scholarship has been 
approved.  They are working on 2 solutions for an administrator. Enrollment is growing 
slowly.   Playground canopies will be installed.  The total cost is $4300.  It is being paid for 
from the designated account for playground ($2500) and the rest is coming unofficially 
from the PTO. 

Fellowship:  They would like to look at having a potluck maybe once a month or every 6 
weeks.  Ideas are welcome.  Due to the rise in the COVID variant, they may be looking at 
some outdoor activities. 

Financial Secretary:  Nothing to report.   

Trustees:  There is significant stucco repair needed on Luther Hall.  Doug will get a bid.  

Continued on next page  
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Evangelism:  No changes from last month. 

Prayer Ministry:  The prayer shield meets at 10 am on Mondays in the Nursery. 

Christian Education:  Carol Cooper is planning to start Sunday school on September 12th. 

Stewardship:  Nothing to report.   

Our next council meeting is scheduled for September 21st at 6 pm. 

Jerry Stickles led us in closing prayer. 

It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  The meeting was adjourned at 
7:32 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jacki McCurley, Secretary 
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Report Preparation Date:  September 19, 2021

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $24,500.00 $19,541.84 $44,100.00 $35,248.84

MLS Total $21,465.00 $18,382.59 $48,215.00 $38,152.74

Designated / Other $196.67 $1,452.28 $393.33 $5,061.85

$46,161.67 $39,376.71 $92,708.33 $78,463.43

    Expenses:

MLC Total $15,822.71 $11,632.84 $31,358.29 $24,957.14

MLS Total $27,941.86 $22,730.79 $52,787.68 $39,390.37

$43,764.57 $34,363.63 $84,145.97 $64,347.51$42,341.26

Net Difference $2,397.10 $5,013.08 $8,562.36 $14,115.92

       *Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2021 (Through September 19, 2021 )

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,900.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $3,968.24$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $47,618.84

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $58,800.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: -$11,181.16

Assets / Liabilities

Fund Assets: Endowment (as of Sep 19, 2021)

Strasser (as of June 30, 2021)

Thrivent (as of Aug 31, 2021)

TOTAL

Current Assets: Checking (as of August 16, 2021)

LCEF Savings (as of August 16, 2021)
School Funds 5655.32
Youth Activity Funds $3,765.57

Staffeldt Scholarship $7,000.00

Mission Trip Support $1,796.73

           Total LCEF Savings Available

Liabilities: None

Comments:

$128,435.29

$0.00

1.  Revenues lower due to MLC very low general contributions and MLS’ enrollment being 

about 75% of that needed to meet budgeted revenues.

2.  Current expenses lower only due to not yet having to pay for a full time pastor for MLC 

and administrator for MLS.  With the not-to-distant calling of a pastor and the calling of a 

part-time administrator, the current favorable cash flow will disappea

$418,086.17

$612,383.92

$47,554.66

$146,652.91

(minus 

designated 

funds) {

TREASURER REPORT – SEPTEMBER 2021 COUNCIL MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of August 2021 FY Thru August 31, 2021

$117,136.67

$77,161.08
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2021 

President Brad Springer Trustees Don Hallem 

Vice President TBD Christian Education Roberta Willett 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Sonya Perry 

Secretary Jacki McCurley Christian Service & Missions TBD 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Stewardship Alma Lorenz 

Elders, Chairman Jerry Stickles Day School Education Shirley Miller 

Elders, Vice-chairman TBD Fellowship Amie Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call: Harvey White (575) 640-1110 We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

. 


