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November 2021 

Important Dates: 

November 6: Installation of Pastor Andrew Cave 

November 7: Daylight Savings Time ends 

November 11: Veterans’ Day 

November 14: Voters’ Assembly 

November 26: Thanksgiving Day 

MISSION FRONTIERS 
Mission Lutheran Church, Las Cruces, NM 

Please welcome Pastor Andrew Cave, his wife Emily and their 2 young children to 
Mission Lutheran Church. Pastor Cave will be installed on Saturday, November 6, 
at 4:00 PM and will preach his first sermon here the following day. 
 
All are invited to the installation service and the reception following in Luther 
Hall. 
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 November is typically the month we pay attention to thankfulness for God’s gifts and blessings.  

This month, let’s focus a portion of our prayer time to our response to all our Lord is doing and our re-

sponse with our time, talent and treasure.  Our church council sent our prayer cards with prayer re-

quests, here are a few prayer targets we can pray daily through November: 

Prayers of thanks: 

Thanks for the ways God has provided for us during the pandemic, like sermons via Zoom and 

YouTube, protection from the virus, and now ways we can be together again 

The extra appreciation we feel in our sacraments after a brief pause 

Faithful pastors to serve during the vacancy in Pastor Cramm, our interim pastor and through our 

part-time pastor, Pastor Perry. 

An answer to our many prayers by an accepted call by Pastor Andrew Cave!  Let us thank the Lord 

for Pastor Cave, his wife Emily and their two little ones. 

A new part-time administrator for the school in Darci Grothman 

The unity we enjoy as Christ’s body at Mission  

What are you most thankful for? 

Prayers of self-reflection in view of our 19.3% budgetary deficit and the need to fill positions for the 

upcoming service year: 

May we each ask and listen to the guidance of our Lord as we reflect on our own personal giving… 

can we increase our giving by a few or several dollars each week or month> 

Let us each seek God’s guidance in prayer as we reflect on the talents He has blessed us with and 

how we might use them to glorify Him.  Let’s ask Him to increase our faith as we trust Him to 

equip us to do work for which we may not feel capable 

Prayers for a solution to our needs: 

Let’s pray from the knowledge that our Lord always provides for our needs according to His perfect 

will, that He will help us overcome our budget shortage 

Let’s pray that the Lord will place a call on the hearts of those He has gifted to do various aspects of 

His work at Mission and fill them with confidence that He will equip them 
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  “Rejoice always; 

 pray without ceasing; 

 in everything give thanks;   

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  

  

—1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
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Stewardship 
 
Sometimes people don’t like it when pastors talk about stewardship. For some, it hits too 
close to home. It is easier to talk about bad people in Washington, in history, or wherever 
than it is to think about what our daily life in Christ is supposed to look like and how we are 
supposed to love our neighbor. 

The fact that we don’t like it certainly means we ought to face it. So, here are a few simple 
and practical realities. 

God calls us to first-fruits, sacrificial giving. That means that we should give off the top. We 
should set a percentage of our income as a deliberate gift for the work of the Church and 
then give that first. We write the check to the Lord’s work in the Church before we pay the 
mortgage or pay for our medicine or pay for anything else. We don’t pay for all the stuff we 
need – and stuff we think we need – and then give from what is left over. That is the first-
fruits idea. It is hard because we think we need all sorts of other things first. But that is the 
point of “sacrificial.” 

Next, how could the starting point for Christian generosity and sacrifice really be anything 
less than a tithe – 10%? The ceremonial law of the Old Testament was never arbitrary. In the 
Old Testament, the Levites received this tithe so that they could be full-time ministers.  

Does the New Testament have a ministry that is larger or smaller? It is far larger: “Make 
disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19). And we are still to have a full-time ministry: “The 
Lord has commanded that those who preach the Gospel should make their living from the 
Gospel” (1 Cor 9:14). So if 10% is what it took in the Old Testament, and we have a bigger 
mission need in the New Testament, how can we expect the Lord’s work to be done on less 
than a tithe? 

By first-fruits, sacrificial, and generous giving – that’s how. We shouldn’t fool ourselves into 
thinking that we’ve outgiven God’s goodness or that we’ve given plenty. We might be 
tempted to think that way, but consider that no one in the Church has given plenty because 
no one has given all. No one has died for his sins. Only the sinless Son of God did that. 

St. Paul brought the Good News of Jesus into the discussion of our giving to support the 
Lord’s work in the Church when he wrote: “I say this not as a command, but to prove by the 
earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his 
poverty might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:8-9). 

As you can see, what the Bible commands about our stewardship can sting. It’s Law, and the 
Law shows our sins. It calls us to repentance. The Law is meant to expose and accuse for the 
sake of showing us Christ and His fulfillment of the Law. So if first-fruits, sacrificial giving 
has you squirming, that’s the point. 

In Mark’s account of the feeding of the 4,000, Jesus took the disciples’ seven loaves and 
blessed them. It was nothing among so many, but, of course, it was plenty. Jesus makes 
something from nothing. Mark doesn’t say that all the disciples gave Jesus all the bread they 
had. It is quite possible that some of them held something back. But even if they did, that 
didn’t stop Jesus from blessing them. Jesus makes something out of nothing. He, who fed 
His people in the desert with Manna every morning, doesn’t need their bread.  

But they need to give it. And what they give – however little it might be and however 
grudgingly they do so – He blesses. He not only blesses those whom He feeds with it, but He 
blesses them – the givers. He blesses the givers not just in that they wind up with a 
basketful for each loaf, but they are blessed by learning to trust and rejoice in Him. 

Continued on next page  
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The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away. The Lord gives abundantly, or He asks us to fast. We 
do not know what will happen. Blessed be the Name of the Lord. He does all things well, and 
He works all things together for good. The disciples don’t give their bread to Jesus because it 
is a good investment. They give it because He is good, because they love Him, and because 
they trust Him. Let us go and do likewise. 

 
 

LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
 

 

 

What is Stewardship? 
 

In addition to your church contributions, part of Stewardship is donating your time 
and talent. While the church could not exist without your donations of “treasure,” 
we also can’t function without everyone participating in the running of the church. 
We need officers, elders, and board members. None of these positions require a 
huge time commitment, but each is essential to the “health” of our congregation. 

Officers are President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Financial 
Secretary. Boards are Elders, Trustees, Outreach, and the School Board. 

Descriptions of each of these are in the church bylaws which are available from 
the church office.  

 
Please prayerfully consider where you can best donate your time and talent. If 
you have any questions about any of the officer or board positions, the church 

secretary can help.  
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LWML November Happenings: 

Our group is “WINGS”-Women in Gods Service.  A couple of years ago we decided to 
meet for Bible Studies mainly with a little bit of business to follow instead of an 
agenda with business and a small devotion.  For the past year and a half, we have 
been meeting via ZOOM.  In October, we met at the church for the first time since 
February 2020.  It was so nice to be able to study God’s word together in person. 

We hope that all women will be able to join us in November. 

November 8th at 1:00 pm 

Church Nursery 

Bible study and fellowship 

 

The bible study is entitled “Out of Sight but Not Out of Mind”. 

We will also be discussing fundraiser ideas for our seminary student and whether we 
should have our annual Advent by Candlelight. 

 

Quilters:   

The quilters will begin meeting every Wednesday at 9:30 am in Luther Hall Music 
Room starting November 3rd.   

To avoid little contact with the school, please park in the upper lot.  There is a side-
walk in the back of Luther Hall.  Follow the sidewalk to the first door.  This is the 
music room, where we will be meeting.  We will set up a couple of tables to work. 

Even if you don’t quilt, you can join us for conversation.  
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

November.  

May God continue to bless you.  

November Birthdays 

November Anniversaries 

  Date 

Pathy Patricia 2 

Franz Janet 4 

Reyes Karen 12 

Stegemann Cathy 12 

Burns  Rosalie 13 

Del Bozque Jerry 15 

Monica Sawyer 15 

Siffring Al 17 

Tate Larry 19 

Duever Pat 21 

Gunderson Fran 21 

Aguilera Ciara 22 

Perry Sonya 23 

Shaw Kerri 29 

  Date # of years 

Lujan Al & Becky 8 35 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Meeting 

September 21, 2021 

President Brad Springer called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  Attending were Brad 
Springer, Pastor Cramm, Pastor Perry, Jerry Stickles, Shirley Miller, Doug Lorenz, Alma 
Lorenz, Roberta Willett, Sonya Perry, Jacki McCurley,  and guests Mary Martin and Eric 
Gunderson. 

Pastor Perry led us in opening prayer. 

The minutes of the August 17th meeting were approved. 

President:   

Brad made a motion to table the church governance.  It was seconded by Alma and 
approved.  He strongly encouraged council members to review the documents that were 
sent out by Carol Moore and be ready to vote at our next meeting.  It will need to be 
presented to the congregation at two voters meetings for the constitutional changes and 
one meeting for the by-law changes.  

Brad introduced the action for Coats for Kids.  Eric gave further information on the 
project.  He wanted council approval to have a free will donation in lieu of a spaghetti 
dinner.  Shirley moved that we have a free will donation.  Doug seconded.  Motion passed.  
The free will offering will start the 26th of September and continue for 2-3 weeks.  

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Cramm has resumed visitations.  He plans to preach services 
through November.  On October 3rd he will give a presentation on his trip to Africa during 
the Sunday school time.  Pastor Perry said confirmation classes will begin September 29th.  
He will have a parent meeting on Sunday. 

Elder’s Report:  Report is attached.  They are discussing a change to the normal pattern of 
services.  This is still in a discussion process.  The Navajo Indian Ministry Sunday will be 
November 28th. 

Treasurer’s Report:  John was not present but sent a report to council members.  

School Board:  Report is attached.  They have chosen a Part-time Administrator, Darci 
Grothman.  They are looking at doing a contract hire while they work on the call 
documents.  Alma moved that we accept Darci as the Part-time administrator with a 
contract hire.  Roberta seconded.  Motion was amended to give Mary and the School Board 
President permission to initiate the contract.  Motion passed.  When the call document is 
ready it must go before the voters’ assembly. 

Fellowship:  Amie sent an email to council members outlining that she is continuing to 
have contact with Laura B. about the church website.  She is looking at trying to have an 
Octoberfest as well as a pot luck lunch after Bible study on some Sundays.  More 
information will be coming later.  

Trustees:  The stucco repair needed on Luther Hall will cost about $6800.  Doug asked if he 
needed to get another bid.  It was moved, seconded and passed to proceed with this bid 
and get the work completed.  

Evangelism:  They resumed having greeters for church services.  They do need more of 
them and will make announcements.  The big sign is getting out to the public. Don is 
getting the base/post for the free bible box to be placed by the current mailbox.  They 
have ordered Bibles to go in the box.  Sonya checked with the city about a flag/sign on the 
corner for the bible box.  We will follow their guidelines.   

Continued on next page  
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She would like to thank everyone for their leadership on the board.  

Prayer Ministry:  No report. 

Christian Education:  Carol Cooper started Sunday school on September 12th. 

Christian Service:  They had four requests for help in which they were able to assist 2 of those. 

Stewardship:  Upcoming is putting together a plan for what’s available for church governance.   

Our next council meeting is scheduled for October 19th at 6 pm. 

Pastor Cramm led us in closing prayer. 

It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  The meeting was adjourned at 
7:15 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jacki McCurley, Secretary 

 

 

Note: Board Reports that are indicated as being attached are available from the church 
secretary upon request. They are not included in the newsletter in order to save space. 
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Report Preparation Date:  October 18, 2021

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $19,600.00 $17,703.00 $63,700.00 $52,951.84

MLS Total $17,975.00 $15,665.45 $66,190.00 $53,818.19

Designated / Other $196.67 $16.07 $590.00 $5,077.92

$37,771.67 $33,384.52 $130,480.00 $111,847.95

    Expenses:

MLC Total $15,222.70 $5,856.24 $46,580.99 $30,813.38

MLS Total $26,711.84 $22,440.20 $79,499.52 $61,830.57

$41,934.54 $28,296.44 $126,080.51 $92,643.95$42,341.26

Net Difference -$4,162.87 $5,088.08 $4,399.49 $19,204.00

       *Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2021 (Through October 17, 2021 )

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,900.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,103.24$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $65,651.84

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $78,400.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: -$12,748.16

Assets / Liabilities

Fund Assets: Endowment (as of Sep 30, 2021)

Strasser (as of Sep 30, 2021)

Thrivent (as of Sep 30, 2021)

TOTAL

Current Assets: Checking (as of Oct 18, 2021)

LCEF Savings (as of Oct 18, 2021)
School Funds 6524.85
Youth Activity Funds $3,765.57

Staffeldt Scholarship $8,000.00

Other Holding $2,656.73

           Total LCEF Savings Available

Liabilities: None

Comments:

$125,705.76

$0.00

1.  Revenues lower due to MLC very low general contributions and MLS’ enrollment being 

about 75% of that needed to meet budgeted revenues.

2.  With the callings of Pastor Cave and part-time administrator Darci Grothman, expenses 

are now going to increase more in line with the original budget.  Combined with the low 

revenue stated above, this will result in a significant cash flow deficit.  

$405,478.00

$597,360.51

$47,543.66

$146,652.91

(minus 

designated 

funds) {

TREASURER REPORT – OCTOBER COUNCIL MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of September 2021 FY Thru Sep 30, 2021

$115,418.03

$76,464.48
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2021 

President Brad Springer Trustees Don Hallem 

Vice President TBD Christian Education Roberta Willett 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Sonya Perry 

Secretary Jacki McCurley Christian Service & Missions TBD 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Stewardship Alma Lorenz 

Elders, Chairman Jerry Stickles Day School Education Shirley Miller 

Elders, Vice-chairman TBD Fellowship Amie Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call: Richard Turk (575) 621-3497  We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

Veterans’ Day is Thursday,  
November 11. All veterans will 

be acknowledged at the 
church service on Sunday,  

November 14th. Plan to wear 
your uniform! 


