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The Pastor’s Pen article will not appear again until God leads a new shepherd to 
serve our congregation. Stay tuned! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Volume 19, Issue  6 



 2 

                             

 

                           

 [Beginning with an aside, we just finished the three-part prayer target series as they were 

modified for pandemic times.  Let’s pause to thank the Lord that we have begun to move beyond many 

of the pandemic restrictions! And let’s thank Him for seeing our church and school through the most 

unusual of years we have seen.   Do you see His answer to our prayers?  Thank Him!  Praise Him! 

Worship Him!] 

 As we reflect on our recent celebration of Pentecost, let’s consider its impact on our prayer lives.  

We know that in our baptism, the Spirit is at work in us, strengthening our faith and giving us a whole 

myriad of awesome gifts from our Lord from His wisdom to His comfort.  We know the Spirit helps us 

to pray from that comforting verse, Romans 8:26 that tells us the Spirit helps us in our weakness when 

we don’t know what to pray for as we ought.   

 But…do we need Him every time we pray?  Often we think we know exactly what we want and 

we think we know how to ask for it, right? 

 And yet we know we are a fallen, sinful people living in a fallen, sin-filled world from our 

knowledge of the sin that began in Genesis that carries through to us today.  Proverbs 15:8 tells just how 

worthy we are to pray to our Heavenly Father, “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the 

Lord, but the prayer of the upright is acceptable to him.”  As sinful people, we have no right to pray to 

our Heavenly Father.   

 Thankfully, that’s not the end of the story! Our Savior, Jesus Christ humbled himself to atone for 

our sin, to make us holy and blameless—upright—before our Heavenly Father!  Jesus modeled the way 

we should pray when He was in Gethsemane, as He, from His human side asked the Father to remove 

“this cup” from Him, but then said, “yet not my will but thy will,” aligning His will with the perfection 

of the Father’s will.  Imagine if the Father had granted the first part of that prayer!  In his absolute 

knowledge, He knew what needed to happen in His perfect plan then.  As we pray from our own sin, 

pride, and weakness, the Holy Spirit helps to likewise align our will—our prayers—with the will of 

God.  He still knows what needs to happen in His perfect plan now. 

 It’s a gift—beyond our complete comprehension to have access to the Father because of our 

Savior and with the help of the Holy Spirit.  But it is one of many gifts given to us by our God who 

loves and cherishes each of us.  Paul tells says we can go to the throne of grace with confidence to find 

grace and mercy in our time of need.(Hebrews 4:16)  In fact, unlike Moses who was veiled, we are 

unveiled, as we “behold the glory of the Lord and are being transformed into the same image from one 

degree of glory to another,  For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.”  And thus our will is 

becoming aligned with the will of our Heavenly Father.   

Continued on next page  
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So…when we pray, we are in touch with Father, Son and Holy Spirit as we pray to God the 

Father, through God the Son in God the Holy Spirit. 

Our prayer: 

Heavenly Father,  

We thank you that you are the loving, merciful God that you are…that you drag us up from the 

depths of sin and make us upright before you and that you give us the gift of the Holy Spirit to help us 

pray. Thank you for sending the Spirit as our Helper! We thank you that we do behold your glory as 

we see your answered prayers.  And we thank you, Holy Spirit, for helping us to transform more into 

the likeness of the image of the Lord, as You help us pray. 

In the precious name of Jesus we pray, 

Amen. 

  

  “Rejoice always; 

 pray without ceasing; 

 in everything give thanks;   

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  

  

—1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
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“… so that through the church the manifold 
wisdom of God might now be made known to 
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. This was according to the eternal 
purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, in whom we have boldness and access 
with confidence through our faith in him” (Eph. 
3:10–12).  

What is the goal of our stewardship? This is 

really the WHY question of stewardship. Human be-
ings were created for the task of being stewards. Read 
Genesis chapters one and two and we will see this. We 
were created to have dominion and subdue creation 
in a way that reflects the image of God in which we 
were created. This takes place in the way that we 
work and keep the creation entrusted to us by God.  

The only problem we have with stewardship is found 
in Genesis chapter three. There, in an act of rebellion 
and sin, stewards named Eve and Adam claimed 
ownership over that which God had created them to 
steward. We have a word for claiming ownership over 
something that belongs to another. That word is theft. 
But they were stealing more than a fruit. They were 
stealing God’s place and God’s glory! Ever since that 
fateful day in the garden, we have followed suit. What 
God has given us to steward, we have attempted to 
own.  

So, God once again shows His glory in establishing the 
eternal purpose of Jesus Christ. In going to the cross, 
Jesus restores us in forgiveness to the task of once 
again stewarding what God has given us. Forgiven and 
restored in Jesus, we are once again stewards. Not just 
of creation, but of the Gospel as it is served by cre-
ation, including us!  

Today we pray again that we would be able to recognize the 
simple gifts the Lord has given us to steward for the sake of 
the Gospel. In this we make known the manifold wisdom of 
God. As we faithfully steward the simple gifts God has 
entrusted to us, we point people to the redemption and 
restoration of our stewardship through Jesus Christ. 
Remember, the world sees Jesus through your stewardship. 
What are you showing the world in how you steward God’s 
simple gifts?  

Prayer  
Blessed Lord, Your simple gifts are given from Your 
generous heart to a people who tend to want to own 
rather than serve. Lead us to repent of our ownership and 
then steward creation for the sake of the Gospel so that 
the manifold wisdom of Your grace might be shown 
through us. Amen.  

Stewardship Gifts 
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Stewardship 
 
“There are three conversions necessary to every man: the head, the heart, and the purse.” 
Attributed to Luther, though yet to be located in his vast writings, this statement echoes what 
Jesus taught about hearts and treasures. He said, “For where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.” (Matthew 6:21; Luke 12:34) 
 
But which conversion comes first? I submit that the order is this: first the head, then the purse, 
then the heart. Let’s explore this topic. 
 
Our Lord Jesus Christ dwelt among us to save us. He took on our flesh, fulfilled the demands 
of the law in our place, became sin for us, and suffered torture and death on our behalf. He did 
this in order that we would be free from sin, death, and hell. He gives us what He 
accomplished through Baptism, Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper. And so, He doesn’t just do 
it for us but gives it to us. He makes what He did ours by making us His. Thus, we are called 
by His name: Christians. We have a new life in Him.  
 
Through the preaching of Law and Gospel, God grants us repentance, a changing of our 
minds. It is a conversion of the mind. We are called to turn away from our sins and turn toward 
Him for forgiveness, life, and salvation. For when God calls us away from something, He is, at 
the same time, calling us to something. 
 
And thus, He calls us to a new life, with new deeds. This is the conversion of the purse. Jesus 
said that “it is easier for a camel to enter through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of God.” (Matthew 19:24) “For where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also.” Notice that our hearts follow our treasures, not the other way around. As Christians, 
God calls us to invest our treasures in His Kingdom to ensure that the gospel is preached and 
the sacraments are administered. He calls us to share all good things with the one who 
teaches us the doctrines of Christ. He calls us to be generous in giving to the church, for it is 
more blessed to give than to receive.  
 
So where is your treasure? If it is not invested in the kingdom of God, then the only response 
is repentance – a conversion of the heart – and to begin doing just that. And as our Lord 
promised, where your treasure is there your heart will be also.  
 
This is not to say that you earn your way into heaven. It is simply to say that as Christians, 
those who have been made to be temples of the Holy Spirit, who have been given a new life in 
Christ, who are dead to sin and now alive in Him, we are actually to live – think (conversion of 
the mind), do (conversion of the purse), and be (conversion of the heart) – a new life in Him. 
And when you fail, know that God in Christ loves and forgives you and still calls you away from 
that and to Himself.  

 
LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

June.  

May God continue to bless you.  

June Birthdays 

June Anniversaries 

  Date 

Miller Shirley 7 

Vance Jim 9 

White Jan 12 

Dressler Alice 16 

Carabotta Eva 19 

Scaling Bev 22 

Siffring Connie 26 

Willett Roberta 28 

Carrera-Little Amy 30 

  Date # of years 

Turquette James & Phyllis 4 44 

Poppy Mark & Holly 6 40 

McCurley Dan & Jacki 20 34 

Quinlan Pat & Jean 22 57 

Siffring Al & Connie 26 65 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Voters’ Assembly 

December 6, 2020 

 
President Springer called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m.  There were 41 of 58 members in attend-
ance. 

Pastor Cramm led us in opening prayer. 

Brad Springer moved, and Carol Cooper seconded, that minutes of the June 14 and July 19 Voters’ 
Assemblies be approved.  The motion passed. 

Call Committee Update:  Brad Springer reported that the Committee has made good progress and an-
ticipates filing with the District by the end of the year.  The District will review the three-part self-
study, using that information to identify potential candidates.  Once the list of candidates is re-
ceived, the Committee will review the material for each candidate and conduct interviews. 
   Brad reminded us that members of the congregation can nominate someone they believe would be 
a good match with Mission. 

Council Slate:  Mark Krohn reviewed the slate of nominees for Officer and Board Positions for 2021.  
Mark noted that we do not have a volunteer for Council Vice President.  No one came forward to fill 
the position of Vice President.  Brad moved, and Jan Peyton seconded, that the Slate be approved as 
submitted.  The motion passed.  The attached slate of nominees, which is attached, identifies those 
persons elected for 2021 and those persons who return to fulfill the second year of their term. 

Mortgage Payoff:  John Guenther is recommending that we pay off our mortgage, currently a 
$21,021.58 balance, in order to save approximately $750 interest.  Brad Springer moved, and Jerry 
Stickles seconded, that John’s recommendation be approved.  Greg Fant asked if we have sufficient 
funds going forward if the mortgage is paid now.  John said that Mission currently has sufficient funds 
for the next year and a half, which is the same timeframe that the mortgage would be paid off in 
monthly installments while incurring interest.  The motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report:  John Guenther’s report is attached.  John said that contributions are holding up 
well.  MLS is underrunning budget on revenue and expense due to fewer students during the pandem-
ic.  MLC has lower pastoral costs because we currently do not have to pay benefits to our Vacancy 
Pastor. 

New Voting Members:  Jan Peyton said that five people are attending our meeting today who have 
not been formally accepted as voting members.  They are Pastor Cramm, Richard and Olga Turk, Ruth 
Staffeldt and Brad Mueller.  Jan moved, and Brad seconded, that they be accepted as voting mem-
bers.  Pastor Cramm confirmed that he cannot be a voting member because he is not a member of 
the congregation.  Brad Mueller intends to join our Mission congregation but has not yet done so.  The 
motion was amended, then passed, to confirm three new voting members. 

Church Credit Card:  Doug Lorenz asked if a church credit card had been established.  John Guenther 
said he was in the process of obtaining a credit card.  It will be with Bank of the West, a no-cost Mas-
terCard, with no annual fee.  John said we will have the card in three to four weeks, and then a 
church Zoom account will be opened.  Greg Fant said Mission can continue to use his Zoom account 
until the church account is established. 

Rev. Perry led us in Closing Prayer. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:07 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Janice F. Peyton, Secretary  
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Special Voters’ Assembly 

February 7, 2021 

 

President Springer called the meeting to order at 1:37 p.m.  There were 29 of the 50 members 
in attendance. 

Pastor Cramm led us in opening prayer. 

District Convention Nominations:  Brad Springer reported that we needed to select a lay dele-
gate and alternate delegate for the district convention.  Jerry Stickles volunteered to be our 
lay delegate and Brad Springer volunteered to be the alternate.  Pastor Cramm will serve as 
the pastor delegate.  Carol Moore moved and Don Hallem seconded that we accept this slate 
of delegates.  Motion passed. 

The congregation voted to nominate Roger Schletke for District President, Stephen Heimer for 
1st Vice President and Gary Piepkorn for Area Vice President. 

Synod Convention Referendum:  Brad Springer presented the question from the synod:  “Shall 
the Synod add a year to the current 2019-2022 triennium, allowing districts to hold their con-
ventions in either 2021 or 2022, and moving the upcoming national Synod Convention from 
2022 to 2023?”  It was moved and seconded to vote “Yes” to the question.  Motion passed. 

Reverend Perry led us in closing prayer. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:58 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jacki McCurley, Secretary 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Council Meeting 

April 20, 2021 

 

President Brad Springer called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.  Attending were Brad 
Springer, John Guenther, Carol Moore, Pastor Cramm, Reverend Perry, Jerry Stickles, 
Shirley Miller, Amie Springer, Roberta Willett, Mark Krohn, and guest Mary Martin. 

 

Pastor Cramm led us in opening prayer. 

 

The minutes of the March 16th meeting were approved. 

 

President:  President Brad Springer reported that he received a list of proposed candidates 
for the Pastor vacancy.  We need to set a date for the Voter’s Meeting.  Council agreed the 
meeting should be on May 23rd at 1:30 pm.  The agenda will include the approval of next 
year’s budget and information from the call committee. 

 

Pastor’s Report:  Starting tomorrow Pastor will be making calls to members as well as shut-
ins.  The adult instruction class will be done in a month.  A collection for his trip to Africa 
will be the 1st Sunday in May.  The memorial for Chuck Staffeldt will be on Saturday April 
24th.  Andy added that the Confirmation class have one more week this year.  They will be 
adding 2 more students next year.  Andy is maintaining relations with the college. 

 

Elder’s Report:  Report is attached.   

Treasurer’s Report:  Report is attached.  A draft of the budget is attached.  Things that 
affect the budget include the cleaning costs at the school doubled, the upgrade to our 
internet, and whether we have a Pastor or School Administrator by July 1st. 

 

School Board:  Report is attached. 

Fellowship:   Nothing to report. 

Financial Secretary:  Nothing to report. 

Trustees:  Report is attached. 

Evangelism:  Council approved for Sonya to go ahead and begin putting messages on the 
sign out front. 

Prayer Ministry:  Continue having Prayer and Praise on Thursday morning along with the 
Saturday morning prayer time. 

Christian Education:  Carol is working to get Sunday school going during Bible study time. 

Christian Service:  Report is attached. 

Continued on next page  
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Stewardship:  Nothing to report. 

Our next council meeting is scheduled for May 18th at 6 pm. 

Reverend Perry led us in closing prayer. 

It was moved and seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  The meeting was adjourned at 
6:57 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jacki McCurley, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Start warming up those voices!!  The time will soon be arriving for you 
to join the Mission Lutheran Church Choir.  We are always looking for 
men and women to join us in singing praises to our Lord.  

Choir practices will start again in August.   

Look for more information in July for dates and time of practices. 

Any questions, please contact Jacki McCurley, (575) 202-5955. 
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Report Preparation Date: May 22, 2021

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $19,200.00 $22,480.21 $206,400.00 $212,804.21

MLS Total $17,600.00 $9,710.91 $198,250.00 $108,709.20

Designated / Other $266.67 $568.61 $2,466.67 $3,623.54

$37,066.67 $32,759.73 $407,116.67 $325,136.95

    Expenses:

MLC Total $15,191.10 $10,775.56 $160,833.24 $119,075.24

MLS Total $21,747.81 $23,827.30 $229,765.99 $182,807.53

$36,938.91 $34,602.86 $390,599.23 $301,882.77$42,341.26

Net Difference $127.76 -$1,843.13 $16,517.44 $23,254.18

       *Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2021 (Through May 16, 2021)

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,800.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $5,037.64$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $231,731.21

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $220,800.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: $10,931.21

Assets / Liabilities

Fund Assets: Endowment (as of Apr 30, 2021)

Strasser (as of Mar 31, 2021)

Thrivent (as of Apr 30, 2021)

TOTAL $596,271.70

Current Assets: Checking (as of May 22, 2021)

LCEF Savings (as of May 22, 2021)
School Funds 19819.3
Youth Activity Funds $3,565.57

Other $3,600.37

           Total LCEF Savings Available

Liabilities: None

Comments:

TREASURER'S REPORT – 2
nd

 QUARTER, 2021 VOTERS MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of Apr 2021 FY Through Apr 30, 2021

$114,667.25

$73,892.45

$407,712.00

$54,403.32

$146,591.15

(minus 

designated 

funds) {
$119,605.91

$0.00

1.  Lower school revenues offset by lower expenses for church/school leave us with positive 

current overall cash flow for the fiscal year.
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2021 

President Brad Springer Trustees Don Hallem 

Vice President TBD Christian Education Roberta Willett 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Sonya Perry 

Secretary Jacki McCurley Christian Service & Missions Mark Krohn 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Stewardship Alma Lorenz 

Elders, Chairman Jerry Stickles Day School Education Shirley Miller 

Elders, Vice-chairman TBD Fellowship Amie Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call: Richard Turk (575) 524-2707 We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

Father’s Day is June 20th. 


