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Pastor’s Pen 

 Though the fig tree should not blossom, 
    nor fruit be on the vines, 
the produce of the olive fail 
    and the fields yield no food, 
the flock be cut off from the fold 
    and there be no herd in the stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord; 
    I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 
God, the Lord, is my strength; 
    he makes my feet like the deer's; 
    he makes me tread on my high places (Habakkuk 3:17-19). 

This reading of Habakkuk 3 is one of the most moving declarations of faith in the Lord 
written in God’s Word, expressed in such sublime poetic verse, concluding Habakkuk’s 
prophecy, which he then set to the sound of stringed instruments.   
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   Habakkuk does not say these words lightly, for they come at the end of a struggle 
with God in prayer.  Has that ever happened to you?  At the same time (the late 7th 
century B.C.) when Jeremiah was sounding the alarm of warning to his countrymen that 
the armies of the powerful, pagan Babylon were vesting up to invade Jerusalem and the 
land of Judah, Habakkuk was hearing those warnings, breathed out by the Holy Spirit from 
the mouth of Jeremiah in the city of Jerusalem.  Habakkuk takes all of his people’s 
immorality to heart and sounds off to God in serious prayer.  But Habakkuk is not satisfied 
with God’s answer that He will surely bring judgment onto his countrymen’s sins by 
sending an evil, idol-worshiping, unbelieving army against them to destroy them and carry 
them away from their land: 

[O LORD my God,] You who are of purer eyes than to see evil 
  and cannot look at wrong, 
why do you idly look at traitors 
    and remain silent when the wicked swallows up 
    the man more righteous than he (1:13)?   

 Things just don’t go the way that we want them to go in this world.  In our prayers, 
we all too often resort to advising God as to exactly how He should fix what we are 
lamenting to Him about in this world and in our lives.  That’s okay to do, just as Habakkuk 
did to God, as God did not smite Habakkuk dead when he attempted to advise God, and 
God does not smite us dead when we disagree with Him or when we bring a different 
viewpoint to His attention in how to fix a problem.  But here’s the truth which Habakkuk 
comes to understand, the same truth which God will bring us to understand and come to 
rest into:  The will of God, our heavenly Father, will come to pass, and in so doing God 
will bring about for our salvation and our good all that we pray for, as Jesus taught us to 
pray, through everything and in everything that is happening, and we will trust Him that 
He is bringing about our salvation and all things around for our good while everything is 
happening.  This is precisely what God is saying to Habakkuk, and to us, when He says, 
“the righteous shall live by his faith” (2:4b), faith in God’s promise to save us from sin, 
from ourselves, and from all evil.  Such trust as that, such faith as that, is a gift from the 
God of grace who justifies us sinners by the blood and bodily resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead (Romans 1:16-17; 3:21-26).  Examples: 

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his 
disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” And taking with him Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said 
to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with 
me.” And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if 
it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you 
will.” And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to 
Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you may 
not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this 
cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” And again he came and found 
them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So, leaving them again, he went away 
and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. Then he came to the 
disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at 
hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be 
going; see, my betrayer is at hand” (Matthew 26:36-46). 

One of the criminals who were hanged [that is, crucified] railed at [Jesus], saying, 
“Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other [thief crucified] 
rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence 
of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our 
deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your kingdom.” And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, 
today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:39-43). 

Continued on next page 
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 Our personal economy, the plans that we had for this year, the plans to celebrate 
Jesus’ resurrection and Pentecost’s joy as we did every previous year on that schedule 
which was set in advance, our health, our education, our nation’s progress, our jobs, our 
plans, so many things have been interrupted, postponed, laid off, tweaked, and adjusted 
by things we did not plan to happen.  Even the Services of God’s house we have had to 
suspend for a time due to pestilence whose spread medical personnel and authorities are 
laboring to prevent---we have to pray that God will stay the plague and all would repent 
and turn to Christ! 

Yet Christ is risen, still He is risen indeed!  The God of Jacob is our refuge still, 
and He hasn’t moved, even though the earth’s lands are moved.  Just as the disciples 
were displaced from what they had hoped for and from the gathering of the faithful in 
worship because they were behind closed doors, yet they came out into the sun and 
gathered again to worship the risen Christ, even so, by the grace of God in Christ Jesus, 
we stand together, unmoved, in fellowship with one another, members of the household 
of God, loving and serving one another, and we will soon gather together in the house of 
the Lord to receive His gifts.     

Though the fig tree should not blossom, 
    nor fruit be on the vines, 
the produce of the olive fail 
    and the fields yield no food, 
the flock be cut off from the fold 
    and there be no herd in the stalls, 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord; 
    I will take joy in the God of my salvation (Hab. 3:17-18). 

 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Robert Carabotta 
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“Built on Christ, we join together as God’s house of prayer for all nations.”  That is our 

Mission Lutheran Church and School Prayer Ministry mission statement.  We have, through the years, 

all strived together to be God’s house of prayer.  And now that we are physically separated, may we all 

be reminded that we are still spiritually united through the knowledge and love of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ!  There has never been a more critical time for all of us to unite in prayer.  I’m confident 

that we all have already been spending time in prayer, but I thought I’d share some prayers on my heart 

that you may want to include as part of your regular prayer time.  I’m sure there are many other prayers 

that haven’t occurred to me.  Please share those with me! (alma.lorenz@gmail.com) 

Firstly, as a family at Mission, may I suggest we continually pray for one another?   In order that we 

remember all of our family members, I asked Carol Moore if she would be able to include the church 

directory with the newsletter for our reference as we pray and contact one another as we are led.  

 Heavenly Father, we lift our church and school family members before you.  We are ever 

thankful for each brother and sister that you’ve given us.  We ask your blessing and protection 

of each one.  Lord, you graciously always provide us with more than we ask or imagine, from 

our critical need for salvation to our daily “bread.”  Please sustain us spiritually, giving us 

comfort, strength and Your peace through knowledge and study of your Word.  Please guide us 

to be in touch with one another and in ways we can help meet the needs of one another. Please 

keep all from discouragement as we see things changing so dramatically and give us creative 

minds to care for one another and those beyond our families and church family in new and 

meaningful ways. Please heap an extra measure of Your peace and love around our children 

and young people, helping each one to easily adjust to this time that is like nothing any of us 

have experienced before. Please strengthen the faith of each one of us to depend wholly on 

You! May the bond of Your deep love for each of us and our love and care of one another con-

tinue to grow. 

We ask, Lord, that you strengthen, encourage and give wisdom to our own Pastor Carabotta 

and “Candidate” Andy Perry, along with pastors across the city, state, nation and world.  

Please draw them to Your Word and prayer as their daily priority. Please provide them with 

compassion and love to minister through the Truth of your Word.  Please give each one the 

skills to encourage all those who know You to turn from fear, according to Your Word and to 

share our knowledge of You in unique ways. May our Lord’s peace and love be contagious and 

passed from them to Christians throughout the world. 

Please shine the light of Your love through our elders, church and school leaders.  Please draw 

them to Your Word and prayer as they guide our family and make important decisions. Please 

grant wisdom to our leaders and church leaders throughout the world. 

Continued on next page 
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We lift before You, Lord Jesus, all who are suffering with this virus.  Above all, may they 

know You and Your healing touch.  You know the needs of each one affected and we ask for 

Your provision.  We thank You for Your love and care of each one! 

Father, we thank You for each medical provider and for each first responder who is working 

tirelessly in response to this virus.  Please protect the health of each one.  We pray for their 

spiritual well-being.  May each one know and depend on You for strength, courage and com-

passion.  Please erase their fear and give them peace as they grieve in their quiet moments. 

Thank You, Father, for the leaders You have purposed throughout our community, state and 

nation for this time.    May each of them know You.  May they be guided by Your hand, using 

wisdom that can only come from You!   

Our dear Lord Jesus, please turn fear into the joy of knowing and trusting you throughout 

our church family, our families, our neighborhoods, our community, state, nation and world.  

Please use this time and this situation to revive our hearts in the knowledge of you.  Help us 

to “watch and wait and pray” as you did in Gethsemane. Please use this time and situation 

to give people that glimpse of You and Your salvation.  Help us all to turn from our sinful 

ways, to repent and look to You, who hear from Heaven, to heal our land!   May You be glo-

rified in this time and forever! 

 In Your precious name we pray, Jesus!  Amen. 
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Stewardship 
 
On the topic of stewardship, one of the most common questions a person might ask is not 
whether a Christian should give to their church. Everyone knows this. Of course, Christians 
should give to their church. 
 
The most common question: “How much should I give?” But what they really mean is this: 
“Should Christians give a tithe of their income to their local congregation?” So, let’s look at 
why you should or should not tithe. 
 
Following are some reasons often offered for why Christians shouldn’t give a tithe to their 
church. 
 
Some say you shouldn’t tithe because it isn’t expressly commanded in the New Testament. 
Lacking that command, there is no “Thus saith the Lord” and no “should” for giving a tithe to 
your congregation. 
 
Others say that Christians give to their congregation in ways much broader than money. 
They give of their time and their talents, and these, together with treasures (money), add up 
to more than a tithe. 
 
Still others say they give of their treasures to other things besides their congregation, and 
they want to support those things alongside their church. 
 
And there are those who think Christians shouldn’t tithe because of fear. If they tithe, they 
are afraid their gift will be misused, and they are afraid they won’t have enough to get the 
things they use, want, or need. 
 
Following are some reasons for why Christians should give a tithe to their church. 
 
Even though the New Testament doesn’t specifically command Christians to give a tithe, 
the Old Testament people were commanded to tithe and did. On top of this, St. Paul often 
describes the giving Christians are to do in similar terms as a tithe: a regular and generous 
proportion of the first fruits of their income (1 Cor. 6:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:7–23; 2 Cor. 9:2–7). 
 
But here’s another way to think about it. What was the point of the tithe in the Old 
Testament? Where did it go? The reason for the Old Testament tithe was to support the full 
ministry of the Levites. They were not given any land because they had no time to farm; 
their full-time job was the ministry. 
 
What does it say in the New Testament? “The Lord has commanded that those who preach 
the Gospel should make their living from the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). This is the verse that 
Luther put in the Small Catechism’s Table of Duties to cover what Christians owe to the 
support of the ministry. 
 
It seems clear from both the Old and the New Testaments that the tithe is the goal of 
Christians in their giving. But what if we’re not there yet? How should we handle this? What 
are we to do? 
 
Let’s answer this by asking a different question about something entirely different. What 
would you say to your adult children who only attended church quarterly or once a month? 
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There, is after all, no passage in the New Testament that requires Christians to go to church 
weekly. Hebrews 10:25 is the closest we have, and it states simply for Christians to not 
neglect gathering together. Even though there is no passage that commands Christians to 
gather weekly, that is the implicit expectation throughout the Old and New Testaments. It is 
the goal. 
 
So, what would you say to that son or daughter? I’d expect that conversation would be 
something like this: “I’m glad you’re still going to church. It is a wonderful blessing to hear 
God’s promises of forgiveness, life, and salvation, and to receive His gifts in the Word and the 
Sacraments. But you can do better, and it will only be a blessing to you. There is a better way, 
and I’d really like you to try to attain it.” 
 
This same conversation is how we should approach the topic of the tithe. It’s not specifically 
commanded in the New Testament, but it sure seems like the implicit expectation of both the 
Old and New Testaments. So, the church is ecstatic that you’re giving when you’re giving in 
all these ways – time, talents, and treasures. 

 
 

LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
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Fundraising for Youth Attending  

the “Higher Things” Conference 
 

Several youth members of our congregation will be attending the “Higher 
Things” Conference at Fort Collins, CO, this summer. This is an awesome  
opportunity for our youth to fellowship with youth from other congregations. 

In order to allay the costs of attending, there will be a couple of scheduled 
fundraisers over the next few months, such as a car wash on Saturday, April 
4th. In addition, the youth are willing to provide a number of services to our 
church family members and friends any time between now and June 20th. If 
you have a need for any of the following, please contact Erin Nicholson: 

Yard work 
Dog washing/walking 
Car washing 
Manual labor 
Meal preparation 
Household chores 

Please be as generous as you are able with your donations! Checks should be 
made out to Mission Lutheran church with “Higher Things” written on the 
memo line.  

If you have any questions, please contact Erin at (512) 571-7505 or via email 
at erin.mn1482@gmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:erin.mn1482@gmail.com
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 Stayed tuned. We pray VBS will still take place on 
these dates. 
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

April.  

May God continue to bless you.  

April Birthdays 

April Anniversaries 

Dodge Joyce 1 

Kenny LaVerne 1 

White Robert ("Quail") 6 

Skelton Marcele 8 

Vance Chari 8 

Jakcsy Bob 9 

McCurley Jacki 18 

Brennan Frank 20 

Lessman LaDonna 28 

Uhde Ordella 28 

Echtenkamp Debra 30 

Lessman Mark 30 

  Date # of years 

Jakcsy Bob & Ruth 27 52 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Council Meeting 

February 18, 2020 

 

President Greg Fant called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.  Attending were Greg Fant, John Guenther, 
Carol Moore, Pastor Carabotta, Fran Gunderson, Roberta Willett, Doug Lorenz, Amie Springer, Megan 
Wood, Mark Krohn, Jan Peyton and guest Holly Poppy representing the Evangelism Board. 

Pastor Carabotta led opening devotion, concentrating on the transfiguration when Elijah and Moses 
appeared with Jesus.   

The minutes of the January 21, 2020, meeting were approved as emailed. 

Action Items: 

Faith Service on Sunday:  Faith Lutheran’s final service will be February 23.  Eric and Fran Gunderson, 
Greg Fant, John Guenther and Pastor Carabotta plan to attend representing Mission.  Others are invited 
to attend as well. 

MLCS Website:  Pastor reported that Laura Baumgartner has volunteered to work with Mission to update 
and enhance our websites.  Pastor did contact Jeannette Aguilera, and she does not perform this work 
any longer. 

Magazine Spotlight:  The May spotlight article on Mission Church and School has been completed.  Megan 
said that some great photos were taken to be included in the Sonoma Ranch Life magazine article. 

Other Congregations’ Governance Structure:  Brad Springer and Megan Wood found that most church 
websites do not address their governance structures.  Megan found three Missouri Synod churches that 
included their by-laws, which she found were very different from our own.  She felt that the same work 
was covered but often under differing Board/Committee names. 
   Pastor Carabotta suggested several possible governance restructures be considered:  1) Christian 
Services be combined with Stewardship, 2) Christian Missions be combined with Evangelism, 3) 
Endowment be combined with Stewardship.  Greg Fant suggested that the Financial Secretary and 
Treasurer could be the Endowment Board. 

Annual Calendar:  Greg asked for items to be added to our long-range calendar.  Greg has a vinyl 
calendar for 2020 so that events could be posted.  Already known events were entered.  Other events 
added included school spring break begins March 23, Vacation Bible School is June 8-12, Prayer breakfast 
has been rescheduled to Saturday, March 28, the Spring Vendor Boutique is April 4, School begins again 
August 12-13, Higher Things is June 29- July 2, the School Rummage Sale is April 25, the Nurturing the 
Faith Conference is March 9, and Advent begins November 29. 

Grace Lutheran, Arlington, TX:  The Grace Lutheran Church, Arlington, Texas, Youth Ministry has 
requested that Mission allow them to camp in our facilities on June 26 as the group travels to Navaho 
Nation.  This means the group would camp out in Luther Hall.  Council is in favor of honoring this request 
which will be discussed with Andy Perry and Erin Nicholson.  A contact with the group will be made to 
confirm the number of people and decide if we will provide dinner and/or other fellowship activities that 
evening. 

 

Other Business: 

Greg asked if anyone had items to discuss that are not fully covered in their report. 

Treasurer:  John Guenther noted that general contributions continue to significantly underrun budget. 

Financial Secretary:  Carol Moore said that the updated Shepherd’s Staff software has been installed. 

Continued on next page  



 12 

School Board:  Megan Wood said that the description of why a person would wish to work as our school 
administrator has been finalized and will be sent to Paul Albers tonight. 

Elders:  The Board of Elders has decided that elders will rotate attending Council meetings for 
discussions and votes, while Pastor will present/submit the Elders’ reports to Council.  This generated 
discussion as our by-laws stipulate the Board Chairs are allowed to vote, not just any member 
representing a Board.  A proxy can be submitted for someone other than the Chairperson to vote on a 
specific matter only.  The Elders will discuss this dilemma at their next meeting. 

Christian Education:  Roberta Willett reported that she is attempting to determine a set schedule for 
the Board of Christian Education to meet.  Roberta will be traveling nearly the entire month of March, 
so these meetings will not be scheduled until April.  Roberta asked about the Sunday School curriculum, 
especially for the older youth.  John Guenther indicated that the curriculum could use some updating 
to provide a more coherent study.  Roberta noted that “Higher Things” does have Bible Studies for 
youth, so follow-up will be done to see what they have to offer. 

Next Meetings:  Council decided that the next Voters’ meeting will be Sunday, March 29, at noon 
following Sunday Services.  Our next Council meeting is March 17 at 6:30 p.m. 

Leadership Prayer Shield:  Continue to pray for the search for a school administrator be successful and 
soon.  Also pray for more children to attend Sunday School. 

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice F. Peyton, Secretary 
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Report Preparation Date: March 16, 2020

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $19,200.00 $18,593.00 $163,200.00 $154,299.22

MLS Total $16,490.00 $11,653.79 $139,780.00 $160,852.80

Designated / Other $125.00 $102.80 $1,000.00 $5,075.03

$35,815.00 $30,349.59 $303,980.00 $320,227.05

    Expenses:

MLC Total $13,648.98 $12,989.51 $132,909.85 $124,130.87

MLS Total $20,497.80 $19,774.72 $178,383.06 $180,396.16

$34,146.78 $32,764.23 $311,292.91 $304,527.03

Net Difference $1,668.22 -$2,414.64 -$7,312.91 $15,700.02

*Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2020 (Thru March 1, 2020):

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,800.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,581.25$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $169,506.22

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $177,600.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: -$8,093.78

Assets / Liabilities (As of March 16, 2020):

Fund Assets: Endowment (as of Mar 15, 2020)

Strasser (as of Dec 19, 2019)

Current Assets: Checking

LCEF Savings

MLS $17,602.85

(minus     Sabbatical $8,673.62
designated) Youth Activity $1,268.97

Other $24.00

           Total Savings Available

Liabilities: Mortgage Loan

Notes:

2.  MLC general contributions are significantly behind budget.

$52,698.70

$116,578.85

$89,009.41

$28,876.59

1.  Budget surplus due to grease trap repair savings of $7,500, $10,000 MLS donation, and future 

MLS tuition prepayments.

TREASURER'S REPORT – MARCH 2020 COUNCIL MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of February 2020 FY Thru February 29, 2020

$89,103.92

$60,654.67
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2020 

President Greg Fant Trustees Doug Lorenz 

Vice President Brad Springer Christian Education Roberta Willett 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Alma Lorenz 

Secretary Jan Peyton Christian Service & Missions Fran Gunderson 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Stewardship Mark Krohn 

Elders, Chairman Ben Wood Day School Education Megan Wood 

Elders, Vice-chairman Robert Smits Fellowship Amie Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call: Jim Bonse (575) 526-8675 We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 


