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Important Dates: 

January 1: Happy New Year! 

January 6: Epiphany Party 

January 8: School resumes 

January 11: WINGS—LWML gathering 

January 12: Installation of officers and board 
members 

January 14: JULIETs lunch 

January 26: MLS Sunday 

MISSION FRONTIERS 
Mission Lutheran Church, Las Cruces, NM 

Pastor’s Pen 

 Where Shall We Find Him? 

The wise men from the east came from afar, following a star, foretold in 
ancient Hebrew Scripture, announcing the birth of the King of the Jews.  Of 
course, they go to the capital city of Jerusalem to find Him, but they are 
brought to King Herod, who then inquires as to which city or town the Messiah 
was to be born in.  The chief priests and scribes of the people tell him that the 
Messiah, this King whom the wise men seek, is to be born in Bethlehem, as 
foretold by the prophet Micah. 

 Herod sends them to find Him in Bethlehem, and bring back word as to 
where exactly the Messiah is, pretending that he wishes to worship Him, having 
stealth motive to murder Him.   
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 The wise men find Jesus, the little Child, in the humble house in 
Bethlehem, with Mary, His mother, and they fall down and worship Him, giving 
Him gold, frankincense and myrrh.  Being warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they depart to their homeland by another way.   

 A question:  Did the chief priests and scribes not know why Herod had 
asked them as to where the Messiah was to be born?  Perhaps Herod kept the 
news about the wise men’s presence in their city as a secret from the chief 
priests and scribes.  But seeing that they knew where the Christ was to be born:  
Were they looking for Him?  If so, why did they not have certain of their group 
stationed in Bethlehem waiting for the Christ to be born? 

 We enter into Epiphany, the season aglow with the signs of the wise men’s 
visit, the baptism of Jesus, the miracles of Jesus and His transfiguration on the 
mountain, all of these before the eyes of some of the people.  Is the epiphany, 
the manifestation, of Jesus’ presence and power something for which you look?  
Do you notice the moments when His presence and power are manifest, in, for 
example, a needy believer, in an answered prayer, in the preaching of His Word, 
in the baptism of a sinner being born anew by the Holy Spirit, in a conversation 
with another which turns over toward spiritual things creating the opportunity to 
speak about Christ Jesus, in humble bread and wine, in new opportunities 
unfolding among the church family to reach out with the gospel to those located 
beyond our church campus, in sudden provision meeting a need, in the widow, 
the widower, the fatherless, in other seemingly “coincidental” moments which 
come your way or into which you walk?        

 May God enlighten the eyes of our hearts that we may see the Lord Jesus 
Christ on the move, manifesting His power, grace and truth among us.  A blessed 
Epiphany season to all of you! 

 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Robert Carabotta 
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 “Built on Christ, we join together as God’s house of prayer for all nations.” 

Praying  2020 
 
The other day I saw a post on Facebook that said we could all look forward to improved 
eyesight soon… we would be all be in “2020” in just a few days.  Well, perhaps just beginning 
the New Year can’t make failing eyes focus better on small print.  That’s a disappointment to 
me! But, certainly, our spiritual eyesight can improve, and that’s certainly something to pray 
for!  We can strive to focus on God’s will for ourselves and those for whom we pray.  Here are 
a few things to consider that may help us focus as we pray in 2020: 
 

 To whom are we praying?  A quick moment to consider who our Heavenly Father is will 
humble me as I consider the intensity of His power, the vastness of His knowledge, the 
depth of His love, the absolute purity of His holiness….. 

 
 With whom are we praying?  We are never praying alone!  Ephesians 8:26 tells us, “ In 

the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to 
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.” 

 
 Consider all He has already done for us—thank Him! 
 
 Ask according to His Will!  As Jesus said in Gethsemane the night before His  

Crucifixion, “not my will, but Thy will.”  But how do we really know what that is?  
Well, we  know it’s always in sync with His Word, so as we spend even a short while 
each day in His Word, the Bible, we soon begin to understand what our Lord’s will is, 
but when we don’t, verse 27 of Ephesians 8 tells us that the Spirit intercedes for us 
according to God’s will. 

 
 Ask for forgiveness, so that we are right with God as we ask, as in James 5:16, and 

then ask for what we need or for what those for whom we are praying, need.  Over 
and over, the scriptures let us know how very much He loves us and wants good for us. 

 
 When you have need, don’t hesitate to pray with a friend. Intercessors are at the front 

of the church after services to pray for the needs of our church family and those they 
care about.  Or simply call on a friend or the pastor to pray with you. 

 
 Pray SCRIPTURE!  Sometimes I remember to journal scripture over and over to imprint 

it in my mind, that I can later pray it.  Our Lord must love it when we value His Word 
enough to remember it and echo it back to Him in faith. 
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Flower Chart, Greeters Schedule, and Altar Schedule. 

The flower chart for 2020 is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. If you 
would like to provide flowers for the altar for a specific date, please sign up for 
those special Sundays or let Carol Moore know and she will update the chart. The 
cost for flowers is $20 and cash or checks (made out to Jean Quinlan) should be 
given to Jean Quinlan. 

The 2020 schedules for greeters and Altar Guild are also posted on the bulletin 
board.  If you are a member of the Altar Guild and would like to serve during a 
particular month/months next year, either sign up or ask Carol to do it for you. 
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Stewardship 

 
Our God is a God who works through means. He can and has worked immediately without 
agency, as the Bible testifies, but primarily, on the whole and for the most part, our God 
works through means. He does this not only for all of our earthly needs but also for all of our 
spiritual needs. And He does this for our benefit.  

He provides for all our needs of this body and life through means. He gives us fathers and 
mothers to care for us when we are young. Through them, God provides house and home, 
food and clothing, education and training in the arts and work of this world.  

He gives us good government to protect us from harm and danger; He gives us faithful 
neighbors and good friends to help in times of need and lack. He gives us employers who 
trade our work for income so that we may acquire the needs of the body. He gives us brains 
and brawn so that we will have something to trade with those employers for that needed 
income. This work, which we are able to do only because of what God has provided to us, 
redounds to the benefit of others. And so, the cycle of God giving through means continues. 

He provides for all our needs of our souls. He sent His Son into the flesh to be our Savior. In 
that body, our Lord Jesus Christ lived the life that God demands of us all – a life we have 
failed to live because of our sins – and, in that body, He made payment for those sins on the 
cross, once and for all.  

God delivers this forgiveness through the means of His Word and Sacraments. He calls pastors 
to proclaim, in His stead and by His command, that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. 
Through these same pastors, God Himself claims us as His own in Holy Baptism, placing His 
own name on us in water and Word, igniting faith by the gift of the Holy Spirit. And He gives 
us His life-giving body and blood to nourish us in this same faith until the end. Our God is a 
God who works through means. 

This is true also of stewardship. This is what St. Paul wrote in Philippians: 

“I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from 
Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing 
to God. And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:18–19).  

The gift St. Paul received from the Philippian church is a fragrant offering, a sacrifice 
acceptable and pleasing to God. They gave to God. God provided for St. Paul through the 
Philippians. And the God who loves both Paul and the Philippians will supply their every need 
according to the riches in Christ Jesus. Our God is a God who works through means.  

“For all the promises of God find their Yes in [Jesus Christ],” St. Paul tells us in 2 Cor. 1:20. 
This is true also of you. Trust in the God who provides for all that we need in body and soul 
through means. And not only will you find His “yes” to you, but others will find it, too, 
through you. “But as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all 
earnestness, and in our love for you – see that you excel in this act of grace also” (2 Cor. 
8:7). 

 
LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

January.  

May God continue to bless you.  

January Birthdays 

January Anniversaries 

Nicholson Erin 4 

Wood Emma 5 

McCurley Dan 8 

Lujan Al 12 

Provencio Maggie 12 

Nicholson Carolyn 14 

Bonse Sonja 22 

White Kaaren 25 

Amati Loretta 26 

Lorenz Alma 30 

  Date # of years 

Staffeldt Chuck & Ruth 11 56 

Willett Tom & Roberta 14 14 

Bartels Arlyn & Jean 25 59 

Vance Jim & Chari 26 51 
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WINGS—Women IN God’s 
Service 

 

 

 

January Happenings 

 

• January 6th is the annual Epiphany party (adults only please) at 6:30 PM in Luther Hall.  

Bring finger food to share.  Also bring a “white elephant” (preferably something funny 

or odd or unusual) gift if you want to participate in the gift exchange.   

 

 Every year we gather items for our “Wee Care” bundles at the Epiphany party.  

Items needed include:  Newborn Diapers, Onesies (0-3-month size), and 

receiving blankets. These bundles go to new mothers at Memorial Hospital who 

often don’t have anything for their new babies. 

 

• Join us on January 11th at 10:00 am in Luther Hall for a Bible study, food and 

fellowship.  The Bible study is entitled “Balancing Life’s Challenges.”  

 

• Mark your calendars! The next LWML bake sale will be on Sunday, February 16th. We 

will begin the sale at 9:00 AM, before Bible class begins, and will continue after church 

service if there are still items to sell. All proceeds go to help our seminary student, 

Quincy Koll. Plan to bring baked goods to sell or plan to buy something to take home, 

or both! 

 

 

JULIETS:  The Juliet’s are “Just Us Ladies Into Eating Together.”  We meet once 
a month for fellowship and prayer.  Join us at Hacienda de Mesilla on Tuesday, 
January 14th, at 11:30 am.  If you plan to attend, please contact either Jacki 
McCurley at (575) 202-5955 or Ruth Jakcsy at (575) 522-8637. 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Voters’ Assembly 

September 29, 2019 

 
President Greg Fant called the meeting to order at 12:22 p.m.  There were 35 of 57 voting 
members present. 

Pastor Carabotta opened the meeting with devotion and prayer. 
   Karen Buls texted a “hi” to everyone.  Greg took a phone photo with the group waving to 
say “hi” back. 
   Greg encouraged everyone to listen to the Lutheran Hour.  It can now be accessed via 
podcast, which can be downloaded off the internet.  A second podcast has been added, 
“Speaking Out About Jesus.”  This second podcast discusses the topic of the sermon. 

Carol Moore moved, and Jerry Stickles seconded, that Amie and Brad Springer be accepted as 
new voting members of the assembly.  The motion passed. 

The minutes of the June 2, 2019, meeting were accepted as mailed out. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Carabotta’s report is attached.  Pastor asked that we pray for 
members to volunteer to visit our shut-ins. 
   Advent devotionals have been ordered.  Pastor suggested that we read Charles Dickins’ “A 
Christmas Carol” during advent. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  John Guenther’s report is attached.  John noted that the bottom line is 
not as rosy as it first appears.  General contributions are falling short of budget.  MLS 
revenues include tuition paid in advance and also Apple Tree donations which were not 
budgeted and will be offset by expenditures.  Also, expenses are far less than budget because 
the grease trap project, budgeted at $10,000, only cost $2,500. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:  Nothing to report. 

Vice President’s Report:  Brad Springer said that he is still looking for nominees for Office and 
Board positions.  If you wish to volunteer, or wish to recommend someone for a specific 
position, please tell Brad, Greg or Pastor. 

President’s Report:  Greg Fant reported on progress of the Strategic Planning Taskforce (SPT).  
The diagram, on the backside of the meeting agenda, has been updated to include a revised 
Vision Statement, identified strategies, and fruit/activity suggestions.  The Vision Statement 
has been condensed to read “MLCS is a Christ-centered family bringing God’s message of love 
and salvation to everyone.”  The strategies included in the prior Vision have been moved to 
the Strategies section.  The cross is to remind us that we do this with God (vertical) and also 
with each other (horizontal), i.e. neighbor care. 

 
   Council moves that the Voters approve the Vision Statement and Strategies block on the 
diagram.  Jerry Stickles and Robert Smits seconded the motion.  John Guenther suggested 
that Stewardship support be added to the Personal/Faith relationship strategies.  Jerry and 
Robert concurred.  Greg noted that Vocation is what God has you doing already.  The motion 
passed. 

 

Continued on next page  
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   Greg then discussed the MLCS Voters Survey, also attached to the agenda.  He said that 
few members had responded to the request for input, so it is important for everyone to fill 
out the survey and return it today or as soon possible following this meeting. 

 
   The MLS Board has a three-page planning document which is more extensive than the MLS 
fruit/activity shown on the diagram.  This document is available for your review.  

 
   Members were urged to volunteer for specific work God is calling them to do. 

Elders’ Report:  Ben Wood reported that the Board continues to follow-up on items in Pastor 
Borcher’s report.  Pastor Carabotta attended a continuing education class in July. 

 
   The Board is supporting other groups.  Those assignments are Ben Wood-acolytes, Doug 
Lorenz-Altar, Jerry Stickles-Music, Robert Smits-Ushers and Jim Bonse-prayer intercessors. 
   The Board is starting efforts to bridge the gap between church and school. 

 
   Doug Lorenz and Jerry Stickles are terming out at the end of this year.  The Board needs 
three more Elders next year.  Please contact Ben to suggest men you believe could fill this 
role. 

Day School Report:  Megan Wood’s report is attached.  Enrollment has met the budget.  
Preschool, at 18 students, has required that a teacher’s aide be added. 

 
   MLS earned a best in show for their school display at the State Fair. 

Trustees’ Report:  Doug Lorenz thanked all who have helped the Trustees on work days and 
also with maintenance work.  He asked that he or Don Hallem be contacted if you see 
something that needs attention.  The Board will be scheduling another work day.  Door jams 
and door seals need replacement.  Sheetrock replacements will be made in the shed and also 
above the water fountain in the church building. 

Evangelism and Prayer Ministry Report:  Alma Lorenz said that the Evangelism Board has 
been operating with one elected member this year.  Alma asked for volunteers for the Board, 
and if not an elected position, volunteers to assist the Board.  We are discussing revisiting 
“Joining Jesus on His Mission.” 

 
   The Prayer Ministry is looking for more intercessors.  Please review the chart in the 
Narthex and sign-up as an intercessor for the group you wish to pray for, which only requires 
2-3 minutes each day. 

 
   A Prayer Ministry retreat will be held October 5 at the Lorenz home, 3-5 p.m.  Targets will 
be reviewed and revised to match the new organization announced on the chart in the 
Narthex. 

Fellowship Report:  Robert Smits reminded members that Oktoberfest will be Saturday, 
October 12, noon to 3 p.m.  We need cakes for the cake walk.  Please bring your friends. 

Continued on next page  
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Christian Education:  Carol Cooper said that Sunday School planning has evolved.  We need 
something different because attendance has been low.  The curriculum is changed to encourage 
students to think about, not simply learn, Bible stories.  Carol said that the curriculum needs to 
be geared to the various age groups, which means we need more than two teachers.  Please 
pray about this.  We need you and your help. 

Christian Service and Missions:  Fran Gunderson’s report is attached.  Fran said that the next 
projects to be held are the Angel Tree in November and the Baby Bottle campaign in January. 

 
   Fran said that the Board has been operating with one elected member this year.  She 
encouraged members to volunteer for next year. 

Stewardship Report:  Greg Fant noted that the Board is still working with the Elders.  Please 
respond with your time and talent availability.  

Endowment Board:  Nothing to report. 

Unfinished Business:  None. 

New Business:  Frank Brennan suggested that the hand-held microphone be used for the 
Children’s Message on Sundays so everyone can hear the children’s comments. 

 
   Greg Fant said that the music stand is at the door as a convenience so that members can drop 
off their survey on the way out. 
 

   Amie Springer showed us the new school tee-shirts.  Members can order shirts by talking with 
Amie or the school office.  They are $8 and come in children sizes  and adult sizes up to 2XL. 
 

   Greg asked Carol Cooper if Sunday School needed three teachers or three teachers and a 
substitute to fill-in when needed.  Carol said they need three teachers and a substitute. 

We concluded with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:43 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Janice F. Peyton, Secretary 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Council Meeting 

October 15, 2019 

President Greg Fant called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.  Attending were Greg Fant, Brad 
Springer, John Guenther,  Beth Fant, Pastor Carabotta, Fran Gunderson, Doug Lorenz, Ben 
Wood, Carol Cooper, Alma Lorenz , Megan Wood, Kay Swedberg, Jan Peyton and guest Carol 
Moore. 

Pastor Carabotta led opening devotion based on Hebrews Chapter 11. 

The minutes of the September 17, 2019, meeting were approved as emailed. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Carabotta’s report is attached. 

Treasurer’s Report:  John Guenther’s report is attached. 

Vice President’s Report:  Brad Springer reviewed Officer and Board positions that will have va-
cancies at the end of 2019.  He verified who was leaving, who was returning to serve their sec-
ond year, and how many elected members each Board wanted for the next year. 

President’s Report:  Greg Fant reported that the survey sent out by the Strategic Planning Task-
force (SPT) has received a low return. 
 
    Council decided that the next Voters’ Assembly will be held Sunday, December 8, at noon  
following Divine Services. 
 
   Maggie Provencio has been appointed to perform the financial audit for fiscal year 2019. 
 
   Greg said that Andy Perry has written a letter to the Faith Lutheran congregation, declining to 
accept their call as pastor.  Andy suggests that Mission and Faith congregation combine forces.  
Faith leadership has a meeting scheduled this week to discuss how to proceed.  A copy of the 
letter will be sent to Council members. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:  Beth Fant reported that the IRS has changed reporting require-
ments for reimbursement of automobile expenses.  This means that Pastor will be reporting his 
mileage to document usage for IRS reporting.  John Guenther said that $4,550 is budgeted for 
automobile allowance.  Any funds not used are included in Pastor’s salary for his income tax re-
porting. 

Board of Elders Report:  Ben Wood said that the Elder meeting was last night.  Subjects dis-
cussed were the transfer of four members from Faith Lutheran Church to Mission, Andy Perry’s 
letter to the Faith congregation, progress of the Stewardship initiative, plans to meet with the 
School Board, and vacancies the Board needs to fill for 2020. 
 
   Greg Fant announced that the Choir is planning a cantata this Christmas season, probably in 
lieu of caroling. 

School Board Report:  Megan Wood’s report is attached.  Megan said that Mary Martin needs 
some help finding an affordable/free internet filtering system. 
 
   The survey of parents regarding offering 6th grade at MLS has been completed.  There is inter-
est for five current 5th grade students to attend 6th grade at MLS next year, which gives an ur-
gency to planning that was not anticipated.  A decision must be made by the end of the year for 
MLS to be able to offer 6th grade next year. 

Continued on next page  
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Trustees Report:  Doug Lorenz reported that the sheetrock replacement in the shed and behind 
the drinking fountain has been completed at a cost slightly more than $400. 

Evangelism Report:  Alma Lorenz reported that the Board is still considering presenting 
“Joining Jesus on His Mission” again  There is a video available to enhance this study, which 
currently cannot be covered in the Board’s budget. 
 
   The Board is also considering visits with members who are not attending Divine Services reg-
ularly.  

Prayer Ministry Report:  Alma Lorenz reported that the Prayer Ministry retreat revisited all 
prayer targets, revising and enhancing as God led. 
 
   The Ministry will be praying with the School Staff each Thursday after Praise and Prayer 
Hour.  

Christian Education Report:  Carol Cooper reported that the Board has received support after 
her Voters’ meeting request for help.  Robert Smits and Joannie Eisenbraun have volunteered 
to teach Sunday School classes, and one other member is considering volunteering as well. 

Christian Service and Missions Report:  Fran Gunderson’s report is attached.  

Fellowship Report:  Kay Swedberg ‘s report is attached.  Oktoberfest was a major success, with 
more than 50 participants attending.  

Stewardship Report:  Mark Krohn’s report is attached. 

Leadership Prayer Shield:  Prayer requests were identified for MLS 6th grade planning, election 
of officers and board members, the decision facing Faith Lutheran leadership, Sunday School 
teacher volunteers, the Evangelism Board, and the Choir’s cantata. 

The next Council meeting is November 19 at 6:30 p.m.  

Pastor Carabotta led the closing prayer. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice F. Peyton, Secretary 
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Report Preparation Date: December 8, 2019

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $19,200.00 $19,777.00 $100,800.00 $93,902.97

MLS Total $18,915.00 $23,355.41 $89,585.00 $110,020.99

Designated / Other $125.00 $1,937.15 $625.00 $4,215.60

$38,240.00 $45,069.56 $191,010.00 $208,139.56

    Expenses:

MLC Total $19,171.94 $19,072.42 $89,360.72 $82,476.05

MLS Total $23,759.81 $23,571.37 $111,308.85 $114,152.67

$42,931.75 $42,643.79 $200,669.57 $196,628.72

Net Difference -$4,691.75 $2,425.77 -$9,659.57 $11,510.84

*Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2019 (Thru December 1, 2019):

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,800.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,456.73$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $98,047.97

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $105,600.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: -$7,552.03

Assets / Liabilities (As of December 8, 2019):

Fund Assets: Endowment Fund (as of Sep 30, 2019)

Strasser Fund (as of Sep 30, 2019)

Current Assets: Checking

LCEF Savings

MLS $4,683.78

(minus     Sabbatical $8,673.62
designated) Youth Activity $1,473.97

Other $621.00

           Total Savings Available

Liabilities: Mortgage Loan

Notes:

2.  MLC general contributions are significantly behind budget.

$22,316.48

$66,223.70

$50,771.33

$32,739.34

1.  Overall budget surplus primarily due to savings on grease trap repair of $7,500, $10,000 

donation to MLS, and prepayments for future MLS tuition.

TREASURER'S REPORT – 4TH QUARTER 2019 VOTERS MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of November 2019 FY Thru November 30, 2019

$94,632.00

$56,831.25
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2020 

President Greg Fant Trustees Doug Lorenz 

Vice President Brad Springer Christian Education  

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism  

Secretary TBD Christian Service & Missions Fran Gunderson 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Stewardship Mark Krohn 

Elders, Chairman  Day School Education Megan Wood 

Elders, Vice-chairman  Fellowship Amy Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call:  We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

 


