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• Stewardship 

• School News 

• Birthdays and anniversaries 

• LWML news 

• Voters’ and Council meeting minutes 

• Treasurer’s Report 

July 2019 

Important Dates: 

July 4: Independence Day 

July 10: Youth campfire 

MISSION FRONTIERS 
Mission Lutheran Church, Las Cruces, NM 

Volume 17, Issue 7 

In the past, we didn’t publish a church 

newsletter in July, but in order to 

distribute a few items of interest, such as  

birthdays and anniversaries, as well as  

Council reports, a shortened version of 

the newsletter has been created. Enjoy! 
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Stewardship 
 
Whenever the topic of stewardship and giving comes up, the conversation inevitably turns to 
the question: “How much should I give?” Answers will vary because the motive behind such 
questions also vary. 

Sometimes the motive behind asking this question is for self-justification. Even though, as 
Lutherans, we know we are not saved by our works but by grace through faith because of 
Jesus’ substitutionary atonement, the natural religion of fallen man is to earn God’s favor by 
what we do. 

Take, for example, the response of our Lord to the rich young ruler who asked, “What must I 
do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus first tells him to keep the commandments. The rich young 
ruler responds by indicating that all this he has kept from his youth. But Jesus tells him that 
he lacks one thing: He must sell all he has and give it to the poor and then follow Him.  

This rich young ruler went away sad because he was quite wealthy and could not part with 
his possessions. Here we see that those who seek to justify themselves by their giving will 
hear a response that intensifies the duty that God places upon them. Indeed, they will hear a 
response that makes it impossible to win God’s favor by their works. 

But to those who genuinely desire to know their duty as Christians in the arena of giving, we 
look to the Bible for our answer. We believe the Bible is the Word of God. And we know that 
the Word of God has been “breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16–17).  

So, we begin to answer the question, “What should I give?” with the question, “What does 
the Bible say about how much we should give and to whom?” 

The Old Testament is explicit. The expectation is that the people of God would give a tithe – 
10 percent – of the first fruits of their labor to support the full-time ministry of the Levites. 
This is what the Lord gave Moses to teach the people: 

“You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And 
before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell 
there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the 
firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always.  

“And if the way is too long for you, so that you are not able to carry the tithe, when 
the Lord your God blesses you, because the place is too far from you, which the Lord 
your God chooses, to set his name there, then you shall turn it into money and bind up 
the money in your hand and go to the place that the Lord your God chooses and spend 
the money for whatever you desire – oxen or sheep or wine or strong drink, whatever 
your appetite craves.  

“And you shall eat there before the Lord your God and rejoice, you and your 
household. And you shall not neglect the Levite who is within your towns, for he has 
no portion or inheritance with you. 

“At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the 
same year and lay it up within your towns. And the Levite, because he has no portion 
or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, who are 
within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that the Lord your God may bless 
you in all the work of your hands that you do.” (Deut. 14:22–29) 

This principle of tithing is carried over into the New Testament, though not explicitly by 
calling it a tithe. St. Paul teaches the Church at Corinth the following:  

Continued on next page  
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We are to give to the church regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 
8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (1 Cor. 16:1–2; Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; 
Lev. 27:30) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 
Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23). And all of this is because the “Lord has ordained that 
those who preach the Gospel should make their living by the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14), just as 
the Levites did. 

This is our New Testament standard. Since Christ became poor for us in order to make us 
rich in Him – blessing us with the riches of heaven – so we have also been so blessed to 
follow the example of our Lord and Savior and give of ourselves and the work of our hands 
to bless others with the same.  

If we have been lax in this, let us, like our Lord, who for the joy set before Him endured 
the cross and scorned its shame, likewise begin to work toward this goal of regular giving 
of a generous proportion of the first fruits of God’s giving to us.  

And let us do so not begrudgingly, but for the joy set before us – with a spirit of 
eagerness, cheerfulness, and love – to share the blessings of God with those placed into 
our care. 

 

Vacation Bible School 

VBS - Miraculous Mission! was a wonderful success. God’s Word was shared with an 

average of 75 students each day. From Opening with Pastor Carabotta to Bible 

Telling, Bible Challenge, Music, Crafts, Playground, and Snack, students learned of 

God’s love through the gift of His Son, Jesus. 24 volunteers from our church and 

school communities were on-site each day working to make the week a real 

adventure!  An offering of $258 was collected and the funds will be sent to the 

Concordia Gospel Outreach project.  

Thank you to everyone who volunteered their time for the week and/or donated 

items. We are already looking forward to next year…Rainforest Explorers -  June 8-12, 

2020. 

Comments From this Year: 

“I liked how friendly everyone was. My son had a great 

time.” 

“Great Vacation Bible School. The only one my child 

attends.” 

“I liked how excited my kids were to learn about Jesus.” 
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Angel Scholarship Awards for 2019-20! 
 
Applications were submitted by Mission Lutheran School families in May for the upcoming 
2019-20 school year. The committee met, reviewed all applications and had the delightful 
task of awarding Angel Scholarship Funds to students and their families! This year, 14 
students from 11 families applied and were awarded a total of $9,985! Students and 
families received notice of their awards at our Closing Chapel on May 24th. 
 
Congratulations to the following students and families!: 
· Ayla Whiteley 
· Elin Whiteley 
· Kaitlyn Poppy 
· Liam Poppy 
· Joshua Rodriguez 
· Kellan Rodriguez 
· Elena Marquez 
· Benjamen Micklevitz 
· Avri Woodward 
· Joel Smith 
· Henry Barfoot 
· Scarlett Vigil 
· Peyton Craine 
· Gabriela Lopez 
 
Your donations to the Angel Scholarship Program made these awards possible. The 
Angel Scholarship Program is funded completely by donation. Funds received now 
through May 1, 2020, will be distributed next year to more Mission Lutheran School 
students. Are you interested in making a donation to this fund? Do you know someone 
who may be interested in making a donation? Please contact the school: (575) 532-
5489, office@mlschool.net. 
 
 

 

mailto:office@mlschool.net
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

July.  

May God continue to bless you.  

July Birthdays 

July Anniversaries 

Guericke Le 1

Peña Johnathan 1

Vandiver Verline 1

Castañeda Victor 4

Eggebraaten Noah 4

Aguilera Oscar Yeshua 8

Peña Jacinya 8

Staffeldt Ruth 11

Weber Susan 11

Moore Carol 15

Roof Toni 15

Wood Ben 15

Steinhaus Phyllis 21

Scott Peggy 23

Eggebraaten Emmaus Rensen 28

Date # of years

Hallem Don & Janis 17 15

Scaling Robert & Beverly 17 48

Smith Red & Jill 24 48
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WINGS—Women IN God’s 
Service 

 

        What does our LWML do? 

 

 We collect mites, which help fund huge mission projects at the national level; mites are 
collected at every monthly gathering and on Super Bowl Sunday. Anyone can add to our 
mites collection at any time. A mite box is kept on the table in the narthex. Small mite 
boxes are available to take home. See Carol Moore if you would like one. (See Mark 12:41-
44 and Luke 21:1-4 for the history of “mites.”) 

 We make quilts to donate to those who are ill, in the hospital, in hospice care, or 
homeless. We sell enough quilts to make the project self-funding.  

 We donate wee care bundles to Memorial Hospital’s maternity ward for women in need. 

 We provide coffee and goodies on Sunday mornings. 

 We organize fellowship events (Spring tea, Advent by Candlelight, cookie walk, …) for the 
women in our church and school and include the women of Faith as well as school moms. 

 We organize the annual epiphany party for all the adults in our congregation (and Faith’s). 

 We participate in LWML Sunday every October, including decorating the pews with quilts. 

 We sell greeting cards. 

 We raise money through pie sales to help send representatives to district and national 
conventions. 

 We provide memorial meals for funerals and memorial services. 

 We host the Rio Grande Zone Fall Rally and the Spring Workshop every 4th year (rotating 
with Trinity in Alamogordo, and Zion and Ascension in El Paso). 

 We raise funds to support a seminarian every year. 

 

All women who are members of an LCMS church are automatically members of the LWML. We 
encourage all women in our congregation to join us as we explore new ways to make our get-
togethers a time of joyful fellowship as well as service to our Lord. 

 

 

JULIETS:  The Juliet’s are Just Us Ladies Into Eating Together.  We meet once a 
month for fellowship and prayer.  Join us at A Bite of Belgium on Tuesday, July 
9th, at 11:30 am.  If you plan to attend, please contact either Jacki McCurley at 
526-9182 or Ruth Jakcsy at 522-8637. 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Voters’ Assembly 

February 17, 2019 

 
President Greg Fant called the meeting to order at 12:20 p.m. 

Pastor Carabotta opened the meeting with devotion and prayer. 

There were 36 of 53 voting members present. 

The minutes of the December 9, 2018, meeting were accepted as mailed out. 

Carol Moore moved, and several people seconded, that Mark and Amy Krohn be accepted as new voting 
members of the assembly.  The motion passed. 

Pastor’s Report:  Discover the Faith classes begin on Saturday, March 2, from 10 a.m. to noon. 
   Six school families have indicated they want their children baptized.  Baptism Classes are scheduled 
for March 3.  The baptisms are scheduled for March 10. 
   Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6.  Services, with communion, will be held at 10:30 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.  Mid-week services will be on Wednesdays from 6-6:25 p.m., following soup suppers at 
5:15 p.m. 

Treasurer’s Report:  John Guenther’s report is attached.  Trends haven’t changed much.  Student enroll-
ment has increased by five, so school revenues will increase. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:  Beth Fant said that all the 2018 statements have been sent out.  If anyone 
has problems with their statement, please talk with Beth. 

Elders’ Report:  Ben Wood reported that, with the resignation of Paul Vakselis, some reassignment of 
members within the care groups has been done. 
   A new communion statement for the service bulletin has been drafted, copy attached.  Pastor Cara-
botta said this would replace the current statement on the cover.  Within the bulletin itself, at the start 
of the communion liturgy, a line would be inserted stating “In preparation for Holy Communion, please 
read the statement at the front of the bulletin regarding Holy Communion.”  Discussion followed.  Pas-
tor noted that he greets guests, and when appropriate, discusses Holy Communion to assess if they are 
prepared. 
   Doug Lorenz moved, and Don Hallem seconded, that the proposed Communion statement replace the 
statement on the cover of the service bulletin.  Carol Moore then offered an amendment, seconded by 
Shirley Miller, to change the next to the last sentence to read, “If you come for a Blessing, you are invit-
ed to speak with the pastor following the service for more information about the instruction for receiv-
ing Holy Communion.”  The amendment passed.  A vote on the amended statement then passed. 
   Ben Wood said that President Fant has appointed Doug Lorenz to fill the vacancy on the Board created 
when Paul Vakselis resigned.  He asked the Voters’ Assembly to approve this appointment, which 
passed. 

Day School Report:  Megan Wood’s report is attached.  Megan was asked how our tuition compares to 
other independent schools in the area.  Megan said that we are lower than most, and definitely competi-
tive. 

Trustees’ Report:  Doug Lorenz’ report is attached.  Doug thanked those who have done this job in the 
past, as the effort and time commitment is heavy. 

Christian Education:  Carol Cooper indicated she is still working on involving families when planning our 
program.  This has not been quick to materialize. 

Evangelism Report:  Alma emphasized that the Board needs help.  She is the only elected member and 
two others are helping, Carol Cooper and Fran Gunderson.  She asked everyone to prayerfully consider if 
you can serve. 
   There are six visitors in our community we will be contacting. 
   The Board is piggy-backing with other Boards, collaborating with the school on devotions to families 
during Lent.  The Prayer Ministry will be providing cards you can hand out which say “I’m praying for 
you.”  This will be launched at the Palm Saturday prayer breakfast. 

Continued on next page  
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Prayer Ministry:  Alma Lorenz noted that the prayer breakfast on Palm Saturday will be 9-11 a.m.  A 
sign-up sheet will be posted for the Good Friday Prayer Vigil. 

Christian Service and Missions:  Fran Gunderson reported that the Turning Point drive was successful 
again, resulting in $900 in cash and checks, with the coins yet to be counted. 
   The food pantry is currently very well stocked. 
   Fran is the only elected member of the Board and she asks everyone to consider if you can join her. 

Stewardship Report:  Mark Krohn reported that the Elders are continuing their discussions with mem-
bers in their care groups.  

Fellowship Report:  Kay Swedberg is ill today.  Robert Smits reported that the ice cream social on 
February 5 went well and everyone enjoyed the ukulele entertainment.  The next event is March 5, 
and is themed along St. Patrick’s Day.  There will be a baked potato bar and the movie “Darby O’Gill 
and the Little People” will be shown 

Endowment Board:  President Fant reported that the February Treasurer’s report of endowment fund 
balances is as of year-end.  Greg reminded us that the Council President and two other members are 
to serve on the Board.  Eric Gunderson volunteered to serve, and the Voters’ approved.  Greg will talk 
with Ruth Staffeldt to see if she will continue on the Board. 

Unfinished Business:  None. 

New Business: 

Voting for Synod President:  President Fant said that the procedure for voting for Synod President is 
changing.  In the past, delegates to the District Convention were the voters from our congregation.  
This has been changed, and the Voters’ Assembly must appoint a pastoral and lay delegate to vote.  
Pastor Carabotta will be our pastoral delegate.  Ben Wood has volunteered to serve as lay delegate.  
Carol Moore moved, and Ruth Jakcsy seconded, that Ben Wood serve as lay delegate for the Synod 
President election.  The motion passed. 

Strategic Planning and Combining of Boards:  Pastor Carabotta has contacted Rev. Al Borcher, a 
church planting pastor currently serving in Riverton, UT, and Paul Albers, District Executive Vice Pres-
ident for Lutheran Schools and Congregation Support, to discuss prospects of them serving as consult-
ant for our planning process.  Both gentlemen were very willing to help us. 
   Pastor Carabotta recommends, and the Elders agree, that Rev. Borcher act as our consultant.  Rev. 
Borcher’s Biographical Sketch is attached.  Rev. Borcher has indicated that his compensation should 
be whatever seems correct to us.  John Gunther indicated he has budgeted $1,500 for a consultant as 
a space holder until the next budget is approved. 
   Council recommends that the Voters’ approve Rev. Borcher, as he encourages his entire congrega-
tion to be involved in out reach activities.  Ben Wood moved, and Carol Moore seconded, that Rev. Al 
Borcher be approved as our consultant.  The motion passed. 
   President Fant reported that 13 members have been nominated to serve on the Strategic Planning 
Committee.  These members are listed on the back of the agenda.  Greg said he felt we had three op-
tions to pursue: (1) set a specific number of committee members and then vote, (2) include all who 
want to serve, and (3) give Rev. Borcher a chance to recommend the composition of the committee 
(i.e., is 13 too many).  Pastor Carabotta will talk with Rev. Borcher before further action is taken.  
Greg asked if there are other nominations for the Committee.  None were offered, and Greg said that 
additional volunteers and nominations should be given to him by Wednesday, February 20. 

Doug Lorenz moved, and Ben Wood seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  The motion passed. 

We concluded with the Lord’s Prayer.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Janice F. Peyton, Secretary 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Council Meeting 
May 21, 2019 

 

President Greg Fant called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.  Attending were Greg Fant, John 
Guenther, Beth Fant, Pastor Carabotta, Ben Wood, Megan Wood, Doug Lorenz, Mark Krohn, Alma 
Lorenz, Kay Swedberg, Carol Cooper, Jan Peyton, and guests Pastor Borcher, Robert Smits and Carol 
Moore. 

Pastor Carabotta led opening devotion based on Ephesians, Chapter 2, Verses 8-10. 

The minutes of the April 16, 2019, meeting were approved as emailed. 

Approval of 2019/2020 Budget:  see report and budget submitted by John Guenther.  Regarding the 
budget, John said that he has made a couple of changes to the preliminary budget discussed last 
month.  Offerings have been increased by $100 a week, to $4,800 a week, based on the offerings 
level experienced now.  He has included the Sonoma Ranch magazine advertising budget of $1,800, 
distributed $600 to the school and $1,200 to the church. 
   Registration for kindergarten and preschool is down.  The other classes are at the enrollment 
levels experienced at this time last year.  The school budget is based on 39.38 FTEs.  We currently 
have 29 students enrolled for next year equating to 26.39 FTEs.  We will need many new students 
coming in from the outside to meet this goal. 
   The grease trap replacement will be expensed in the next fiscal year. 
   John Guenther moved, and Megan Wood seconded, that this proposed budget be submitted to the 
Voters’ Assembly on June 2 for approval.  The motion passed. 

Agenda for the June 2 Voters’ Assembly:  The proposed agenda for the meeting is attached.  
   Kay Swedberg discussed Fellowship Board’s intent to host a July 4 picnic.  She has reservations 
about hosting this event because those who usually help are out of town at that time.  A canvas of 
the Council indicated only three would be able to attend an event on July 4.  Council decided to ask 
the Voters for their opinion so a decision could be made whether to move forward or not. 

Rev. Alan Borcher – Strategic Planning Consultant:  Pastor Borcher introduced himself and said he 
would be reporting highlights of his visit and some objective impressions he developed.  He would 
not be giving a prescription for action.  Pastor Borcher will submit a written, expanded report, which 
will be attached to these minutes when received.  His comments generated a frank and healthy 
discussion of the challenges facing MLC.  
   Pastor Borcher attended Bible study and services on Sunday, May 19.  He met with the Youth and 
the Strategic Planning Task Force that day.  On Monday, May 20, he met with the LWML and the 
Board of Elders.  On Tuesday, May 21, he met with the School Board and attended our Council 
meeting. 

Pastor Borcher led us in prayer and we closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  The meeting was adjourned at 
8:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice F. Peyton, Secretary 
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Report Preparation Date: June 18, 2019

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $25,750.00 $18,497.00 $272,950.00 $242,888.19

MLS Total $200.00 $2,522.92 $170,250.00 $166,741.25

Designated / Other $125.00 $55.92 $1,500.00 $6,713.82

$26,075.00 $21,075.84 $444,700.00 $416,343.26

    Expenses:

MLC Total $14,227.23 $13,324.55 $184,415.51 $178,674.42

MLS Total $17,648.63 $18,866.34 $261,284.56 $248,737.70

$31,875.86 $32,190.89 $445,700.07 $427,412.12

Net Difference -$5,800.86 -$11,115.05 -$1,000.07 -$11,068.86

*Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2019 (Through June 16, 2019):

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $5,150.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,762.51

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $242,888.19

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $262,650.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: -$19,761.81

Assets / Liabilities (As of June 18, 2019):

Fund Assets: Endowment Fund (as of 3/3/19)

Strasser Fund (as of 3/31/19)

Current Assets: Checking

LCEF Savings

MLS $17,296.17

(minus     Sabbatical $8,673.62
designated) Youth Activity $1,473.97

Other Holding $1,048.06

           Total Savings Available

Liabilities: Mortgage Loan

Notes:

$37,402.64

$37,448.70

1.  MLC general contributions and MLS tuition income both behind.

TREASURER'S REPORT – JUNE 2019 COUNCIL MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of June 2019 FY Through June 18, 2019

$91,345.00

$55,897.59

2.  Both MLC and MLS have kept expenses down to allow us to remain close on overall budget.

$21,671.29

$65,894.46
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2019 

President Greg Fant Trustees Doug Lorenz 

Vice President Brad Springer Christian Education Carol Cooper 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Alma Lorenz 

Secretary Jan Peyton Christian Service & Missions Fran Gunderson 

Financial Secretary Beth Fant Stewardship Mark Krohn 

Elders, Chairman Ben Wood Day School Education Megan Wood 

Elders, Vice-chairman Robert Smits Fellowship Kay Swedberg 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call: Jim Bonse (575) 526-8675 

We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 


