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December 2020 

Important Dates: 

December 2: Midweek Advent Service 

December 6: Voters’ Assembly 

December 9: Midweek Advent Service 

December 16: Midweek Advent Service 

December 21: MLS Winter break begins 

December 24: Christmas Eve Service 

December 25: Christmas Day Service 

December 31: New Year’s Eve 
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Pastor’s Pen 

The Pastor’s Pen article will not appear again until God leads a new shepherd to 
serve our congregation. Stay tuned! 
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A Prayer for Putting on a Face 

Mask 

 Creator God, as I prepare to go into the 

world, help me to see the sacramental nature of the 

wearing of this cloth. Let it be a tangible and visible 

way of living love for my neighbors, as I love 

myself. 

 Christ Jesus, since my lips will be covered, 
uncover my heart, that people would see my smile 

in the crinkles around my eyes. Since my voice may 

be muffled, help me to speak clearly, not only with 

my words, but with my actions.  

 Holy Spirit, as the elastic touches my ears, 

remind me to listen carefully and caringly to all 

those I meet. May this simple piece of cloth be 

shield and banner, and may each breath that it 

holds, be filled with Your love. In Your name and in 

that love, I pray. 

 Amen. 

Rev. Richard Bott, Moderator 
Presbyterian Church of Canada 
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Stewardship 
 
Christmas is coming. It is a joyous time of feasting. The Church feasts upon the Word of God in 
sermon, song, and sacrament.  
 
We hear the proclamation of the message of the angels: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11). We mingle our voices with theirs as we sing, “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased” (Luke 2:14)! We 
receive the proclaimed Savior, Christ the Lord, not wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 
manger but wrapped in bread and wine placed into our mouths for the forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation. We feast in great joy indeed because of this great blessing from our Lord and God.  
 
God’s people in ancient Israel also feasted with great joy. The Lord showered His abundant blessing 
on His people. And He commanded them to feast upon it (Deuteronomy 16). The people were to go 
to the place appointed, where the Lord would make His name dwell, and give offerings, each man 
as he was able, according to the blessing of the Lord that He had given them (Deut. 16:10, 15, 17).  
 
And there the Lord would bless them with joy as they feasted upon what the Lord had provided. 
They ate of the choice parts of their offerings. They enjoyed the company of all the people of God as 
they together heard His promises of blessing, sang of His bountiful goodness, and partook of what 
He gave.  
 
We feast on the Word who became flesh to dwell among us, not just during Christmas but 
throughout all the year. We feast not just on the salvation He has wrought for us in His Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but we feast also on all the temporal blessings that God gives out of His fatherly 
divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us. We enjoy the rich bounty that 
God provides, not only in Word and Sacrament, but also in house and home, property and income, 
family and friends.  
 
Let us then, as did our brothers in the faith from ancient Israel, give as we are able, according to the 
blessing of the Lord our God that He has given us. Let us, like them, give generously of the first 
fruits of our income, which He gives, so that all may know and enjoy the salvation He gives and the 
joy we have in the Savior born in the city of David, who is Christ the Lord.   

 
LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
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Continued on next page  

"Where Did It Fall?" 

 

2 Kings 6:1-7 - Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, "See, the place where we 

dwell under your charge is too small for us. Let us go to the Jordan and each of us 

get there a log, and let us make a place for us to dwell there." And he answered, 

"Go." Then one of them said, "Be pleased to go with your servants." And he 

answered, "I will go." So he went with them. And when they came to the Jordan, they 

cut down trees. But as one was felling a log, his axe head fell into the water, and he 

cried out, "Alas, my master! It was borrowed!" Then the man of God said, "Where did 

it fall?" When he showed him the place, he cut off a stick and threw it in there and 

made the iron float. And he said, "Take it up." So he reached out his hand and took it.  

 

Rainy fall afternoons provide a delicious excuse for exploring the attic or some 

seldom-touched room in the basement. Tucked away in a far corner lie half -forgotten 

treasures guaranteed to evoke gales of laughter or daydreams of bittersweet 

remembrance. 

 

Certain parts of Scripture often lie tucked away in a far corner of our memory. 

Scholars expound upon them less frequently. Pastors preach on them less often. Yet 

when dusted off and held to the light, they evoke an "Ah -ha!" kind of experience for 

us. We smile as we discover once again a forgotten facet of our Father's care.  

 

One of my very favorite examples in this tradition is the account of Elisha and the 

building project found in 2 Kings 6:1-7. It seems the dormitory that had been housing 

the students studying under the prophet Elisha became too small. One of the 

scholars, realizing the rigors of a fund-raising campaign, suggested a do-it-yourself 

project. 

 

Elisha concurred and the students began felling trees for lumber. As they worked, 

one poor soul apparently more suited to wielding a pencil than an axe, accidently 

dropped the tool in the nearby River Jordan. Horror gripped his heart at once. The 

axe was borrowed, and he was living on a student's income.  

 

Elisha calmed him by asking simply, "Where did it fall?" Shown the place, the prophet 

threw a stick into the river. The student watched, certainly with very wide eyes, as the 

axe head popped to the surface and bobbed like a cork on the water to be snatched 

out of the river. 

 

The lesson that day needed little explanation. God cares about the smallest things in 

our lives. He concerns Himself with the nitty-gritty details—the flat tire, the crabby 

boss, the burned meatloaf. 
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And it's not just the little things He's concerned about. In Jesus, the Father has taken 

care of all the details in our lives—the hurts we can't get past, the regrets that sting so 

sharply, and the sins we can't remove. Jesus has taken everything to the cross, 

conquered it there, and given us His victory (see 1 Corinthians 15:57). Knowing this, we 

know He is there for us—in everything. 

 

So remember, when you need help with the details, He bends low to whisper softly, 

"Where did it fall? What is it you need? How can I help?"  

 

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, thank You for Your watchful care. In Jesus' Name. 

Amen. 

From Lutheran Hour Ministries  
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

December.  

May God continue to bless you.  

December Birthdays 

December Anniversaries 

Hallem Don 1 

Turk Olga 1 

Stickles Jerry 3 

Vandiver Donald 3 

Lorenz Doug 8 

Eggebraaten Wendy 9 

Lessman Gracie 12 

Johnson JR 13 

Spicka Jeri 14 

Turquette Phyllis 26 

Provencio Michael 28 

Scaling Robert 28 

Vakselis Paul 29 

Lee Johnny 30 

  Date # of yrs 

Spicka Chuck & Jeri 10 44 

Vakselis Paul & Sheila 20 35 

Eisenbraun John & Joanie 31 60 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Council Meeting 

October 20, 2020 

President Brad Springer called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.  Attending were Brad Springer, 
John Guenther, Carol Moore, Reverend Perry, Robert Smits, Megan Wood, Fran Gunderson, Doug 
Lorenz, Amie Springer, Alma Lorenz, Roberta Willett, Mark Krohn, Jan Peyton, and guest Eric 
Gunderson. 

Reverend Perry led us in prayer. 

The minutes of the September 15 Council meeting were approved as emailed. 

Zoom Account/Church Credit Card:  Zoom conferencing is being used for Sunday Services, Thursday 
morning Praise and Prayer, Council, many Board meetings, Saturday prayer, and Voters’ meetings.  
Several personal Zoom accounts are currently being used.  Council decided that having a Church 
Zoom Account that could be used for all church activities makes sense. 
   Zoom accepts some, but not all, credit cards.  After discussion, Amie Springer moved, and Jan 
Peyton seconded, that Carol Moore and John Guenther would coordinate and set-up a Church credit 
card that Zoom accepts.  Further, Carol, John, and Brad Springer would establish a Church Zoom 
Account.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

Coats for Kids:  Eric Gunderson explained that for many years, he has hosted a spaghetti dinner to 
raise funds for the Coats for Kids project.  Eric has determined that during this pandemic lockdown, 
a spaghetti dinner event is not advisable.  As an alternative, donations could be requested at Sunday 
services  to support this effort.  Carol Moore suggested that this be scheduled for November so that 
the monthly newsletter could announce the request and schedule, and then the Blue Bulletin for 
each Sunday would indicate that donations are being collected. 
   Brad Springer moved, and Carol Moore seconded, that a Coats for Kids fundraiser be scheduled for 
the Sundays of November 8, 15 and 22.  The  motion passed unanimously. 

District COVID Update:  Our Rocky Mountain District sent an update on COVID procedures being used 
in our District.  Brad noted that we are doing great with our procedures. 
   Eight days ago, the State of New Mexico issued new guidelines, which state that there are to be no 
gatherings of five or more people.  Robert Smits noted that there are specific guidelines for churches 
and he felt this did not apply to churches.  Several members have voiced a desire to resume singing 
at our Sunday services.  Robert said that the guidelines for churches say no choir, no singing and no 
chanting at services. 

Next Voters’ Meeting:  After discussion, Council set a tentative date, to be confirmed next meeting, 
of December 6 for the Voters’ meeting.  Zoom conferencing will be used. 

School Board Report:  Megan Wood reported that offsite learning will continue for the remainder of 
the semester.  MLS has gained one new student.  One family is having difficulty with online learning. 
   The Board and PTO have discussed a fall fund raiser to support MLS.  The last few years, a Fall 
Gala dinner, including a silent auction, has been held.  The possibility of having the Gala be a drive-
through event in the church parking lot, and the auction be conducted online, is being discussed. 

NMSU Course Guide Advertising:  Carol Moore has been contacted by the NMSU Golf Course regarding 
advertising in their Course Guide.  The annual fee is $399.  Mission would be the only Church 
advertising in the Guide. 
   Megan Wood noted that Sonoma Ranch magazine has inquired whether we want to renew our 
advertising with them.  The Sonoma Ranch advertising is more for MLS, while the advertising in the 
NMSU guide would be for MLC. 
   After discussion, Council felt that neither advertising will be ordered for now, with further 
discussion at a later date. 
   Carol Moore reminded Council that we need someone to update and maintain our church website.  
Mark Krohn said that he and Greg had committed to following up with Laura Baumgartner who had 
volunteered to help us.  With Greg leaving, Brad and Mark agreed to follow-up with Laura. 

Continued on next page  



 8 

Pastor’s Report:  Reverend Perry said that he and Pastor Cramm have scheduled their activities for the 
remainder of the year.  Pastor Cramm will cover most of November, while Reverend Perry will cover 
most of December.  Andy will cover Advent services.  Pastor Cramm will cover Lent services next year. 
   With the Covid restrictions, visits and gatherings with college students cannot be held as Andy would 
wish.  Instead, he will visit at the college campuses and also at high schools. 

Elders’ Report:  Robert Smits indicated that Reverend Andy can now officiate Communion. 
   There was no feedback from the congregation regarding a Thanksgiving eve service, so that service 
has been cancelled. 
   Advent services will be held at 6 p.m. on Wednesdays, beginning December 2.  There will be no meal 
prior to the service. 
   Ken Martin will look into the possible live-streaming of Sunday services on YouTube. 

Treasurer’s Report:  John Guenther’s report is attached.  John indicated that he will bring a proposal to 
Council’s November meeting to pay off our mortgage.  If Council agrees, then the proposal would 
require approval at the Voters’ meeting. 

Fellowship Board Report:  Nothing new to report. 

Financial Secretary Report:  Nothing new to report. 

Trustees Report:  Doug Lorenz indicated that the Trustees are having difficulty getting bids to do the 
stucco work and also the water diversion behind the shed.  It appears that these folks are extremely 
busy at the moment.  Doug indicated that there is an exterior faucet that is dripping at the end of the 
valve, and since they cannot stop the dripping, this needs to be repaired as soon as possible.  

Board of Evangelism and Prayer Ministry Report:  Alma Lorenz said that the Thursday Praise and Prayer 
hour and Saturday Prayer sessions continue each week. 

Board of Christian Education:  Nothing new to report.  John Guenther noted that Sunday School 
materials continue to arrive for each quarter.  We currently have about eight months of material that 
have not been used.  Roberta Willett indicated that the Board had already said Mission did not want to 
continue receiving this material during the lockdown.  The Board will follow-up and do whatever is 
necessary to discontinue these mailings. 

Board of Christian Service and Missions:  Fran Gunderson said that in lieu of the Angel Tree, the Board 
will recommend to the congregation that the Salvation Army or other non-profit agencies that help 
children be supported directly.  This request will be included in the monthly newsletter. 
Board of Stewardship Report:  Mark Krohn has sent out a summary of the Officer and Board positions to 
be filled.  A copy is attached. 

Our next Council meeting will be November 17, at 6:00 p.m. 

Reverend Perry led us in closing prayer. 

Brad Springer moved, and Robert Smits seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 7:42 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice F. Peyton, Secretary 
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Report Preparation Date: November 17, 2020

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $19,200.00 $19,091.00 $81,600.00 $77,588.00

MLS Total $17,600.00 $8,930.45 $89,850.00 $54,828.87

Designated / Other $266.67 $73.94 $866.67 $1,000.78

$37,066.67 $28,095.39 $172,316.67 $133,417.65

    Expenses:

MLC Total $15,459.29 $7,951.05 $63,134.99 $36,836.09

MLS Total $21,401.87 $14,539.24 $89,692.38 $81,079.02

$36,861.16 $22,490.29 $152,827.37 $117,915.11$42,341.26

Net Difference $205.51 $5,605.10 $19,489.30 $15,502.54

       *Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2021 (Through November 15, 2020):

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,800.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,928.15$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $98,563.00

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $96,000.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: $2,563.00

Assets / Liabilities

Fund Assets: Endowment Fund (as of Nov 17, 2020)

Strasser Fund (as of Sep 30, 2020)

Thrivent Fund (as of Aug 31, 2020)

Current Assets: Checking (as of Nov 17, 2020)

LCEF Savings (as of Nov 17, 2020)
School Funds $9,716.97
Youth Activity Funds $3,565.57

Coats for Kids $1,154.85

           Total Savings Available

Liabilities: Mortgage Loan

Notes:

$21,021.58

1.  The COVID-19 induced lower revenues balanced against corresponding lower expenses for 

the church and school are leaving a stable financial status to this point in the fiscal year.

$365,196.09

$58,466.67

$116,979.25

(minus 

designated) {
$102,541.86

TREASURER'S REPORT – NOVEMBER 2020 COUNCIL MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of Oct. 2020 FY Through Oct. 31, 2020

$107,331.91

$59,874.64
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2020 

President Brad Springer Trustees Doug Lorenz 

Vice President TBD Christian Education Roberta Willett 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Alma Lorenz 

Secretary Jan Peyton Christian Service & Missions Fran Gunderson 

Financial Secretary Carol Moore Stewardship Mark Krohn 

Elders, Chairman Robert Smits Day School Education Megan Wood 

Elders, Vice-chairman TBD Fellowship Amie Springer 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call: Robert Smits (575) 496-9479 We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

 


