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Important Dates: 

December 2: Advent by Candlelight 

December 8: Voters’ Assembly 

December 15: LWML Bake sale 

December 15: MLS Christmas program 

December 16: LWML gathering 

December 20: Beginning of Winter Break for MLS 

December 22: Christmas Cantata 

December 24: Christmas Eve 

December 25: Christmas Day 

MISSION FRONTIERS 
Mission Lutheran Church, Las Cruces, NM 

Pastor’s Pen 

Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to [John the 
Baptist], and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins…. 
[He said to them,] “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his 
wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire” (Matthew 3:5-6, 11-12). 

 
 Advent being a penitential season mixed with joy, a season for self-examination in light 
of God’s Word and for turning away from our habitual sins and walking in the way of faith and 
fresh, joyful obedience, John the Baptist stands in a prominent role in this season.  Even 
though he died as a martyr, testifying about Jesus Christ by way of innocently suffering 
execution, he lives to God, and by faith he, like faithful Abel, still speaks (cf. Heb. 11:4).  For 
that and other reasons we sing his words in our experience of God’s Service to us---“Lord 
Jesus Christ, you take away the sin of the world….  Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world!”1 
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 God sent John, the son of Zacharias and Elizabeth, to baptize the people, calling them 
to repentance, leading them to baptism, so as to prepare the people for the arrival---the 
advent---of Jesus, the Christ (Matthew 3:11-12), whose arrival, according to John’s 
description of it, would be marvelously terrible.  He announces to us that being baptized by 
the Christ, whom we know is indeed Jesus of Nazareth and no other, is to receive the Holy 
Spirit, be purified with fire, be separated from the world and the unbelieving of the world, 
and gathered into His abode.  These actions are precisely what the apostles of Jesus tell us 
happened/happens and continues to happen to us in and from baptism in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19)!  

 And so, in this Advent season, we will be discovering and encountering the mysteries of 
Holy Baptism in our Wednesday evening gatherings of the Service of Evening Prayer, growing 
in the newness of life in Christ Jesus that we have received in our Baptism, which continues to 
unfold in our lives!  May the Lord Jesus Christ, who promises that He will return in glory to 
judge the living and the dead and bring us to our heavenly home, bless us in the Father’s 
grace this Advent season. 

 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Robert Carabotta 

  

1John 1:29,36 
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Flower Chart, Greeters Schedule, and Altar Schedule. 

The flower chart for 2020 is available in the church office. If you would like to 
provide flowers for the altar for a specific date, please let Carol Moore know and 
she will update the chart. The chart for 2019 will remain posted until near the 
end of the year as there are still dates available for people to sign up to bring 
flowers in December. The cost for flowers is $20 and cash or checks (made out to 
Jean Quinlan) should be given to Jean Quinlan. 

The 2020 schedules for greeters and Altar Guild are posted on the bulletin board. 
The sign-up sheets for 2020 are behind the 2019 sheets. If you would like to sign 
up to be a greeter for next year, either put your name on the schedule or Carol 
Moore can do it for you. Similarly, if you are a member of the Altar Guild and 
would like to serve during a particular month/months next year, either sign up or 
ask Carol to do it for you. 
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Stewardship 

 
Jesus, in His Sermon on the Mount, is teaching those who follow Him that worrying about the 
necessities of life is idolatry: worshipping a false god. This is because worry and anxiety show 
what we care about. Our anxiety reveals what we love and to what we’re devoted. It reveals 
what we trust in. 

This is why our Lord begins this section with an overarching principle: “No one can serve two 
masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 

But you say: “I must eat and drink. I must have clothing to wear and have a home in which to 
dwell.” Yes, all these things you need. And Jesus says that your Father in heaven will ensure 
that you have them. He demonstrates this with a simple argument. 

Your Father in heaven feeds the birds of the air, who neither sow, nor reap, nor gather into 
barns. He clothes the lilies of the field, who neither toil nor spin but are arrayed more 
luxuriously than Solomon in all his glory. If, then, your Father in heaven feeds the birds and 
clothes the lilies, how will He not also feed and clothe you when you are worth more than 
they are? 

For you know that you are worth more than them. You are worth infinitely more. You are 
worth the price of the eternal Son of God. Did the Son of God come down from heaven and 
become a lily? Did he descend and take on the form of a bird? No!  

He came down from heaven and became a man: flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone. He 
is one of us, our brother. And what did He do when He became flesh to dwell among us? He 
gave His holy, precious blood and His innocent suffering and death, that you might be His 
own and live under Him in His kingdom forever. 

God became man in Christ Jesus. He lived the life we failed to live, and He died the death 
we deserve because of it. He was raised again on the third day to overcome sin and death … 
for us. He was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our justification. So, if your 
Father in heaven has given His Son to die for us in order that we might live with Him 
eternally, how will He not also give us all things to support this body and life? 

To be anxious about the necessities of life, to devote yourself to food and clothing, to care 
about this and find security in it, is to serve another god. It is to deny that you will live 
forever because Jesus, the Son of God is risen from the dead, lives and reigns for all eternity. 
It is to believe that God – who created you, redeemed you by the death and resurrection of 
His Son, and sanctifies you by His Spirit – will not keep His promises of sustaining you in this 
life. 

Jesus says this: Seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness. God’s kingdom is His rule 
among us. His rule among us comes when our Father in heaven gives us His Holy Spirit, so 
that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in 
eternity. This is what we ask God to do for us in the prayer Jesus taught us. 

Your Father in heaven knows what you need – food and clothing, house and home, etc. – and 
He promises to give it to you. Chief of the things you need is His grace and mercy in His Son, 
Jesus Christ. So, seek after that. Those who seek will find. And all the necessities of life, our 
Lord says, will be added to you. 

 
LCMS Free Stewardship Resources 
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If your birth and/or anniversary date is missing or incorrect, please notify Carol Moore  

in the church office. 

Happy Anniversary to all those couples married in 

December.  

May God continue to bless you.  

December Birthdays 

December Anniversaries 

  Date 

Hallem Don 1 

Stickles Jerry 3 

Vandiver Donald 3 

Lorenz Doug 8 

Eggebraaten Wendy 9 

Lessman Gracie 12 

Johnson JR 13 

Spicka Jeri 14 

Turquette Phyllis 26 

Lestrick Lola 27 

Provencio Michael 28 

Scaling Robert 28 

Vakselis Paul 29 

Lee Johnny 30 

  Date # of years 

Spicka Chuck & Jeri 10 43 

Vakselis Paul & Sheila 20 34 

Eisenbraun John & Joanie 31 59 
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WINGS—Women IN God’s 
Service 

 

        What does our LWML do? 

 

 We collect mites, which help fund huge mission projects at the national level; mites are 
collected at every monthly gathering and on Super Bowl Sunday. Anyone can add to our 
mites collection at any time. A mite box is kept on the table in the narthex. Small mite 
boxes are available to take home. See Carol Moore if you would like one. (See Mark 12:41-
44 and Luke 21:1-4 for the history of “mites.”) 

 We make quilts to donate to those who are ill, in the hospital, in hospice care, or 
homeless. We sell enough quilts to make the project self-funding.  

 We donate wee care bundles to Memorial Hospital’s maternity ward for women in need. 

 We provide coffee and goodies on Sunday mornings. 

 We organize fellowship events (Spring tea, Advent by Candlelight, …) for the women in our 
church and school and include the women of Faith as well as school moms. 

 We organize the annual epiphany party for all the adults in our congregation (and Faith’s). 

 We participate in LWML Sunday every October, including decorating the pews with quilts. 

 We sell greeting cards. 

 We raise money through pie sales to help send representatives to district and national 
conventions. 

 We provide memorial meals for funerals and memorial services. 

 We host the Rio Grande Zone Fall Rally and the Spring Workshop every 4th year (rotating 
with Trinity in Alamogordo, and Zion and Ascension in El Paso). 

 We raise funds to support a seminarian every year. 

 

All women who are members of an LCMS church are automatically members of the LWML. 
We encourage all women in our congregation to join us as we explore new ways to make our 
get-togethers a time of joyful fellowship as well as service to our Lord. 

 

 

JULIETS:  The Juliet’s are “Just Us Ladies Into Eating Together.”  We meet once 
a month for fellowship and prayer.  Join us at Red Lobster on Tuesday, December 
10th, at 11:30 am.  If you plan to attend, please contact either Jacki McCurley at 
526-9182 or Ruth Jakcsy at 522-8637. 
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MISSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Council Meeting 

October 15, 2019 

President Greg Fant called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.  Attending were Greg Fant, 
Brad Springer, John Guenther,  Beth Fant, Pastor Carabotta, Fran Gunderson, Doug Lorenz, 
Ben Wood, Carol Cooper, Alma Lorenz , Megan Wood, Kay Swedberg, Jan Peyton and guest 
Carol Moore. 

Pastor Carabotta led opening devotion based on Hebrews Chapter 11. 

The minutes of the September 17, 2019, meeting were approved as emailed. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Carabotta’s report is attached. 

Treasurer’s Report:  John Guenther’s report is attached. 

Vice President’s Report:  Brad Springer reviewed Officer and Board positions that will have 
vacancies at the end of 2019.  He verified who was leaving, who was returning to serve their 
second year, and how many elected members each Board wanted for the next year. 

President’s Report:  Greg Fant reported that the survey sent out by the Strategic Planning 
Taskforce (SPT) has received a low return. 
    Council decided that the next Voters’ Assembly will be held Sunday, December 8, at noon 
following Divine Services. 
   Maggie Provencio has been appointed to perform the financial audit for fiscal year 2019. 
   Greg said that Andy Perry has written a letter to the Faith Lutheran congregation, 
declining to accept their call as pastor.  Andy suggests that Mission and Faith congregation 
combine forces.  Faith leadership has a meeting scheduled this week to discuss how to 
proceed.  A copy of the letter will be sent to Council members. 

Financial Secretary’s Report:  Beth Fant reported that the IRS has changed reporting 
requirements for reimbursement of automobile expenses.  This means that Pastor will be 
reporting his mileage to document usage for IRS reporting.  John Guenther said that $4,550 
is budgeted for automobile allowance.  Any funds not used are included in Pastor’s salary for 
his income tax reporting. 

Board of Elders Report:  Ben Wood said that the Elder meeting was last night.  Subjects 
discussed were the transfer of four members from Faith Lutheran Church to Mission, Andy 
Perry’s letter to the Faith congregation, progress of the Stewardship initiative, plans to 
meet with the School Board, and vacancies the Board needs to fill for 2020. 
   Greg Fant announced that the Choir is planning a cantata this Christmas season, probably 
in lieu of caroling. 

School Board Report:  Megan Wood’s report is attached.  Megan said that Mary Martin needs 
some help finding an affordable/free internet filtering system. 
   The survey of parents regarding offering 6th grade at MLS has been completed.  There is 
interest for five current 5th grade students to attend 6th grade at MLS next year, which gives 
an urgency to planning that was not anticipated.  A decision must be made by the end of the 
year for MLS to be able to offer 6th grade next year. 

Trustees Report:  Doug Lorenz reported that the sheetrock replacement in the shed and 
behind the drinking fountain has been completed at a cost slightly more than $400. 

Continued on next page  
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Evangelism Report:  Alma Lorenz reported that the Board is still considering presenting 
“Joining Jesus on His Mission” again  There is a video available to enhance this study, which 
currently cannot be covered in the Board’s budget. 
   The Board is also considering visits with members who are not attending Divine Services 
regularly.  

Prayer Ministry Report:  Alma Lorenz reported that the Prayer Ministry retreat revisited all 
prayer targets, revising and enhancing as God led. 
   The Ministry will be praying with the School Staff each Thursday after Praise and Prayer 
Hour.  

Christian Education Report:  Carol Cooper reported that the Board has received support after 
her Voters’ meeting request for help.  Robert Smits and Joannie Eisenbraun have 
volunteered to teach Sunday School classes, and one other member is considering 
volunteering as well. 

Christian Service and Missions Report:  Fran Gunderson’s report is attached.  

Fellowship Report:  Kay Swedberg ‘s report is attached.  Oktoberfest was a major success, 
with more than 50 participants attending.  

Stewardship Report:  Mark Krohn’s report is attached. 

Leadership Prayer Shield:  Prayer requests were identified for MLS 6th grade planning, 
election of officers and board members, the decision facing Faith Lutheran leadership, 
Sunday School teacher volunteers, the Evangelism Board, and the Choir’s cantata. 

The next Council meeting is November 19 at 6:30 p.m.  

Pastor Carabotta led the closing prayer. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janice F. Peyton, Secretary 

 

  

Note: Where attached reports are referenced, those reports are available in the church 
office. 
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Report Preparation Date: November 18, 2019

Budget Status:

Budgeted Actual* Budgeted Actual*

      Income:

MLC General $19,200.00 $17,376.00 $81,600.00 $74,125.97

MLS Total $16,490.00 $10,969.85 $70,670.00 $86,665.58

Designated / Other $125.00 $80.11 $500.00 $2,278.45

$35,815.00 $28,425.96 $152,770.00 $163,070.00

    Expenses:

MLC Total $13,896.66 $13,698.74 $70,188.78 $63,393.63

MLS Total $20,301.00 $20,448.58 $87,549.04 $90,591.30

$34,197.66 $34,147.32 $157,737.82 $153,984.93

Net Difference $1,617.34 -$5,721.36 -$4,967.82 $9,085.07

*Note:  Actual figures also include income and expenses not originally budgeted for the fiscal year.

MLC General Fund Contributions – FY 2019 (Thru November 17, 2019):

Average Weekly Contributions Needed: $4,800.00

Average Weekly Contributions Received: $4,510.65$43.00

General Fund Contributions Year-to-Date: $90,212.97

General Funds Budgeted Year-to-Date: $96,000.00

         Surplus/Shortfall Year-to-Date: -$5,787.03

Assets / Liabilities (As of November 18, 2019):

Fund Assets: Endowment Fund (as of Sep 30, 2019)

Strasser Fund (as of Sep 30, 2019)

Current Assets: Checking

LCEF Savings

MLS $4,683.78

(minus     Sabbatical $8,673.62
designated) Youth Activity $1,473.97

           Total Savings Available

Liabilities: Mortgage Loan

Notes:

2.  Initial MLS income higher due to early payments of future tuition and Apple Tree donations.

$38,705.48

$66,171.13

$51,339.76

$32,739.34

1.  MLC expenses lower due to  grease trap fix costing about 25% of the $10,000  originally 

TREASURER'S REPORT – NOVEMBER 2019 COUNCIL MEETING

Mission Lutheran Church and School

Month of October 2019 FY Thru October 31, 2019

$94,632.00

$56,831.25
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Officers and Board Chairpersons for 2019 

President Greg Fant Trustees Doug Lorenz 

Vice President Brad Springer Christian Education Carol Cooper 

Treasurer John Guenther Evangelism Alma Lorenz 

Secretary Jan Peyton Christian Service & Missions Fran Gunderson 

Financial Secretary Beth Fant Stewardship Mark Krohn 

Elders, Chairman Ben Wood Day School Education Megan Wood 

Elders, Vice-chairman Robert Smits Fellowship Kay Swedberg 

Mission Lutheran Church and School 

2752 N. Roadrunner Parkway 

Las Cruces, NM 88011-8081 

Church Office: (575) 522-0465 

School: (575) 532-5489 

Emails: pastor@missionlutheran.net 

 secretary@missionlutheran.net 

 office@mlschool.net 

 
Elder on call: Ben Wood (575) 496-9599 We’re on the web! 

http://missionlutheran.net 

http://mlschool.net 

 


